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K1Y 01 i Frea- N @)

L THE MO
HIGH AND MIGHTIE
Prince, |AME S by the grace of God

King of GreatBritaine,France and Ireland,
Defender of the Faith, &e.

THE TRANSLATORS OF THE BIBLE;
wifh ijce,),Merrie_.‘,and Peace_,thronghTes v s
Curistomr Lorp,

: W' % | Soueraigne ) which Almighty G o o, the Father

; 'IW@EI 7| of all Mercies, beftowed vpon vs the people of|.

S @ S %” Ol E varanp, when firft he fent your Matefties|-
7 ”&{K y| Royall perfon to rule and raigne ouer vs. For

whereas it was the expecation of many, who

g2 T Reatand manifold were the bleflings(moft dread

Q : o '/, ‘,' P .
EEN ,,0},‘4 500 withed not well vnto our S1o n, that vpon the
ST

v éfm% fetting of that bright Occidentall Starre. Queene

Evizase TH of moft happy memory , fome
thicke and palpable cloudes of darkenefle would fo haue ouerfhadowed
thisland, that men fhould haue bene in doubt which way they were to
walke, and thatit{hould hardly be knowen, whowas to direct the vnfetled
State: the appearance of your MatEsTiE, asof the Sunnes inhis ftrength,
inftantly difpelled thofe fuppofed and furmifed mifts , and gaue vnto all
that were well affected, exceeding caufe of comfort; efpecially when we be-
held the gouernment eftablithed in your H1 e mnEss &, and your hope-
full Seed, by an vndoubted Title, and this alfo accompanied with Peace
and tranquillitie,at home and abroad.

But amongftallour [oyes, there wasno one that more filled our hearts,
then the blefied continuance of the Preaching of Gop s facred word a-
mongft vs,which s thatineftimable treafure,which excelleth alltheriches
of the earth,becaufe the fruitthereof extendeth it felfe,not onely to the time
fpentin this tranfitory world, but directeth and difpofeth men vntothat
Eternall happineffe which isaboue in Heauen.

Then,not to fuffer this to fall to the ground, butrather totakeitvp, and
|to continue it in that ftate,wherein the famous predeceflour of your Hre -

vEssE didleaueit; Nay, togoe forward wich the confidence andl refo-
ution

IS




— {‘_ e

:|haue euer bene fubiect to the cenfures of illmeaning and difcontented per-

farre and neere, is that which iath fo bound and firmely knit the hearts of]

allyour Matzs t1ss loyall and Religious peoplevnto you, that your
very Name is precious among them, their eye doeth behold you with;
comfort, and they bieffe you in their hearts, as that Tan&ified perfon , who
vnder G o p,is the immediate authour of their true happinefle. And this
their contentment doeth not diminifh or decay, but euery day increafeth
and taketh ftrength, when they obferue that the zeale of: your Maieftie to-
wards the houfe of G o p,doth not flacke or goe backward,but ismore and
more kindled,manifefting ic felfe abroad in the furcheft parts of Chriftendome,
by writing in defence of the Trueth, (which hath giuen fuch ablow vnto
thatman of Sinne, as will not be healed) and cuery dayathome,by Religi-
ousand learned difcourfe, by frequenting the houfe of Gop,by hearing the
word preached,by cherifhing the teachers therof,by caring for the Church
asamoft tenderand louing nourcing Father.

Thereare infinite arguments of this right Chriftianand Religious af-
fectioninyour M a1 s T 1£: but noneis more foscible to declare itto o-
thers,then the vehement and perpetuated defire of the accomplithing and
publithing of this Worke,, which now with all humilitic we prefent vato
yourMatestie. Forwhen your Highnefle had once out of deepeiudg.
mentapprehended , how contienient it was , That out of the Originallfa.
cred tongues, together with comparing of the labours, bothin ourowne
and other forreigne Languages, of: many worthy men who went before vs,
there fhould be one more exact Tranflation of the holy Scripturesinto the
Englifh tongue;your Marest1z did neuer defift, tovrge and to excite
thofe to whom itwas commended, that the worke might be haftened,and
thatthe bufinefle might be expedited in fo decent a maner, asamater of]
fuch importance mightiuftly require,

Andnow atlaft,by the Mercy of Gop,and the continuance ofour La-
bours, it being brought vnto fucha conclufion, asthat we haue greathope
thatthe Church of England thall reape good fruit thereby ; wehold it our
duety to offerit to yourMatestiE, not onely as to our Kingand Soue-
raigne,but as to the princi pallmoouerand Author ofthe Worke, Hum.
bly crauing of yourmoft Sacred Maieftie,, that fince things of this quality

{ons,it may receiue approbation and Patronage from folearned and fudi.
cious a Prince as your Highnefle is, whofe allowance and acceptance of]
our Labours, thall more honour and incourage vs, then all the calumniati.
ons and hard interpretations of other men thalldifmay vs. So that,ifon
the one fide we fhall be traduced by Popith perfons at home or abroad,
who therefore will maligne vs, becaufe we are poore Inftruments to make
G o b s holy Trueth to be yet more and more knowen vnto the people,
whom they defire il to keepe in ignorance and darkneffe : of ifonthe
other fide , we (hall be maligned by felfe - conceited brethren, who runne
their owne wayes, and giue liking vnto nothing but what is framed by
themfelues, and hammered on their Anuile; we mayreft fecure,fupported

lution ofa man in maintaining the truethof C s r 15 1, 2nd propagating it/

J within by the trueth and innocencie of 2 good confcience, hauing walked
the
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































