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" WHAT HAS BEEN SAID ABOUT IT.

At the closing meeting of the PENNSYLVANIA ANTI-
SLAVERY SOCIETY, held in Philadelghia, May 5, 1870,
the following was unanimously passed :

Whereas, The position of WiLLIAM STILL in the Vigi-
lance Committee connected with the ** UNDERGROUND
RAILROAD,” as its Corresponding Secretary, and Chair-
man of its Active Sub-Committee, gave him peculiar
facilities for collecting interesting jacts pertaining to
this branch of the anti-slavery service; therefore,

Resolved, That the PENNSYLVANIA ANTI-SLAVERY
SocreTy requests him to compile and publish his per-
sonal reminiscences and experiences relating to the
“UNDERGROUND RAILROAD,”

HoN. JouN W. FORNEY, in a letter to the Washing-
ton Sunday Chronicle, of Nov. 1, 1871, said:

“Slavery and its mysterious inner life has never yet
been described. When it is, Reality will surpass Fic-
tion. TUncle Tom’s Cabin will be rebuilt and newly
garnitured. A book, detailing the operations of the
‘UNDERGROUND RAILROAD,’ iS soon to be published in
Philadelphia, by W, STILL, Esq., an intelligent color-
ed gentleman, which, composed entirely of facts, will
supply material for indefinite dramas and romances.
It will disclose a record of unparalleled courage and
suffering for the right,” % # % #

And again, in a letter to the same paper of Nov. 11,
1871, Mr. Forney says:

# % % % % ¢ A coincidence even more romantic is
soon to be revealed in the pages of the remarkable book
of Wm., Still, of Philadelphia, entitled ‘THE UNDER-
GROUND RAILROAD,” referred to in my last, Mr, Still
kept a careful memorandum of the sufferings and trials
of his race during the existence of the ‘Fugitive Slave
Law,’ in the belief that they would be instructive to his
posterity, rather than from any hope of the overthrow
of the revolting system of human servitude % * % %
he resolved to spread before the world this unprecedeni-
ed experience, When his book appears, it will accom-
plish more than one object. Interesting to the literary
world, it will undoubtedly facilitate the reunion of other
colored families long divided, long sought for, and ger-
haps to this day strangers to each other, * % # *
The volume containing this and other equally romantic
yvet truthful stories will soon be out, and, my word jfor
it, no book of the times will be more eagerly read or more
profitably remembered.” :

The San Francisco Elevator, of January 5, 1872, said :
# % % & ¢“Myr, Still is one of the pioneers of ‘THE
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD’ in Philadelphia, where he
still resides. He has aided more slaves to escape than
any other man, Bishop Lougan, of Syracuse, perhaps
excepted. # % % % 'We hope his book will have a
wide circulation, as it will be a valuable addition to the
history of the anti-slavery struggle such as no other man

i can write.”

ENDORSEMENTS OF PROMINENT MEN.

WASHINGTON, March 1, 1872,

Dear Sir:— Your book will certainly be an extremely in-
teresting one. N0 one probably has had equal opporiuni-
ties with yourself of listening to the narratives of jugitive
siaves. INo one will repeat them more truthfully, and no
stories can be more fraught with interest than theirs. Let
us rejoice, that, in our country, such narratives can
never be heard again.

Yours truly,

S. P. CHASE,
Chief Justice U, S. Supreme Court.
MR. WILLIAM STILL.

SENATE CHAMBER, 3d March, 1872,

My Dear Sir:—The Underground Railroad has per-
formed its part, but it must always be remembered
gratefully, as one of the peculiar institutions of our
country. Icannotthink ofit without a throbbing heart.

You do well to commemorate those associated with it
by service or by benefit—the saviors and the saved, The
army of the late war has had its *“ Roll of Honor.” You
will give us two other rolls, worthy of equal honor—
the roll of fugitives from slavery, helped on their way
to freedom, and also the roll of their self-sacrificing
benefactors. I always hesitated which to honor most,
the fugitive slave or the citizen who helped him, in de-
fiance of unjust laws. Your book will teach us to honor

both.,
Accept my best wishes, and believe me, my dear sir,

Very faithfully yours,
CHARLES SUMNER,
U. 8. Senator from MMassachusetls.

SENATE CHAMBER, March 2d, 1872,

My Dear Mr. Still:—I have glanced over a few pages
of your History of the Underground Railroad, and I
most earnestly commend il. ou have done a good
work. This story of the. heroic conduct of fugitive of
oppression, and of the devotion, of their friends, will be
read with deep interest, especially by the old friends of
the slave in the stern struggle through which we have
passed. I hope your labors will be rewarded by & grate-
ful public.

Yours truly,

HENRY WILSON,
U. 8. Senator from Massachusetls,

WASHINGTON, March 2, 1872

Dear Sir:—Having been informed by you that yon
intend to publish a work on the struggles for personal
freedom previous to the abolition of slavery, it gives me
pleasure to say that I have no doubt you can make the
narrative a very interesting contribution to the history
of an important period of our national development. 1t
will be calculated to strengthen in the whole American
people a just sense of the beneficent results of the great
social revolution we have achieved, and to inspire the
people of your own race with a high appreciation of the
blessings of liberty they now enjoy.

Truly yours,
C. SCHURZ,

U. 8. Senator from Missours,
W. STIiLL, E8Q.
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FACTS, AUTHENTIC NARRATIVES, LETTERS, &c.,
Narrating the Hardships, Hair-breadth Escapes, and Death Struggles

OF THE

Slaves in their Efforts for Freedom,

AS RELATED

BY THEMSELVES AND OTHERS, OR WITNESSED BY THE AUTHOR;

TOGETHER WITH

SKETCHES OF SOME OF THE LARGEST STOCKHOLDERS, AND
MOST LIBERAL AIDERS AND ADVISERS,
OF THE ROAD,

BY

WILLIAM STILL,

For many years connected with the Anti-Slavery Office in Philadelphia, and Chairman of the
Acting Vigilant Committee of the Philadelphia Branch of
the Underground Rail Road.

ILLUSTRATED WITH 70 FINE ENGRAVINGS BY BENSELL, SCHELL AND OTHERS,
AND PORTRAITS FROM PHOTOGRAPHS FROM LIFE.

SOLD ONLY BY SUBSCRIPTION.

Bound in Fine English Cloth, extra, gilt, . ; : : : : . 84 50
K& Paneled Style, full gilt, . . : : . > ; : . 5 00
& Sheep, Library Style, . - - ? : : ; ; . 5 50
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" PHILADELPHIA :

PORTER & COATES, PUBLISHERS,

No. 822 CHESTNUT STREET.
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NEW YOREK, Feb. 22, 1872.

Dear Sir:—For most of the years I have lived, the
escape of fugitives from slavery, and their efforts to
baffle the human and other bloodhounds who tracked
them, formed the romance of American History. That
romance is now ended, and our grandchildren will
hardly believe its leading incidents except on irresistible
. testimony. I rejoice thatyon are collecting and present-
ing that testimony, and heartily wish you & great success,

Yours,
HORACE GREELEY,
MRr. WAL STILL.

AMESBURY, 10th 3d mo., 1872,

I have looked over the advance sheets of my friend
William Still’s History of the  Underground Railroad,”
and judge, from a hasty examination, that he has done
justice to his deeply interesting subject. The story of
the escaped fugitives—the perils, the terrors of pursuit
and recapture—the shrewdness which baffled the human
blood-hounds—the untiring zeal and devotion of the
friends of the slave in the free States, are well described.

The book is more inleresting than any romance. It
will be of permanent value to the historian of the
country, during the anti-slavery struggle.

I cheerfully commend it to the public favor.

JOHN G. WHITTIER.

WASHINGTON, 29th Feb., 1872,

WM. STIiLL, ESQ., Dear Sir:—You will please accept
my thanks for the opportunity given me to examine the
advance sheets of your record of the struggle for free-
dom by the slave and his friends.

It will doubtless be a work of great interest to many
of our citizens.

Very truly yours,
JNO. A. BINGHAM.

Congressman from Ohio.

WASHINGTON, D. C., Feb, 29, 1872,

MR. WM. STITL, Dear Sir:—You could not prepare a
work that would afford more instruction and interest
to me than a detailed history of the operations of the so
called ** Underground Railroad.” I am delighted at the
casual examination I have been permitted to give the

roof, and think thousands will rise up to call you

lessed for your faithful record of our ““legalized crime,”
and its graphic terrible consequences set forth by you in
such true pictures and plain words. I shall watch for
the publication of your work with no ordinary interest

Yours truly,
0. 0. HOWARD,
Brig. Gen. U. 8. 4., Commissioner Freedman’s Burcau.

BosToxN, March 1, 1872

DEAR MRe, STILL:—I congratulate you that, after
much patient research, careful preparation, and untir-
ing labor, you have completed your voluminous work
on “The Underground Railroad,’” so thatits publication
may belooked ior speedily. Though I have had no op-
portunity tosee even a single proof-sheet, nor any por-
tion of the manuscript, I feel no hesitancy in saying in
advance, from my personal acquaintance with you, and
my knowledge of your peculiar qualifications for the
great task, that I am sure your work will be found to be
one of absorbing inlerest, worthy of the widest patronage,
and historically valuable as pertaining to the tremendous
strugole for the abolition of chattel slavery in our land.
No phase of that struggle was so crowded with thrilling
incidents, heroic advenfures, and self-sacrificing eflorts as
the one you have undertaken to poriray, and with which
you were so closely connected, to wit: "' The Underground
Railroad,”” While it will be contemplated with shame,
sadness, and astonishment, by posterity, it will serve
vividly to illustrate the perils which everywhere con-
fronted the fugitives from the Southern ‘“house of
bondage,” and to which those who dared to give them
food and shelter were also subjected.

Thanks be to God that *‘ the sum of all villanies” is
blotted out, and that in all our broad land there exists
not a slave-master, slave-hunter, nor fugitive from
slavery.!

Wishing you the largest success, I remain,

Yours, with much respect,
WM. LLOYD GARRISON.

.panying engravings

WASHINGTON, Feb, 29, 1872.

© WM. STiLL, EsQ., Dear Sir:—You have my thanks
for the privilege of glancing over the pages of the record
of the Underground Railroad. I regret that the de-
mands of public duty prevent me from reading it con-
nectedly. Thestories you tell with admirable simplicity
and directness of the suffering heroically endured by
such numbers of poor fugitives, will instruct and In-
spire many who have regarded the American slave as &
member of an'inferior race.

Yours, very trﬁly,
WM., D. KELLEY
Congressman from Pennsylvanid,

Office “ Tur PrEss.” Philadelphia, P,

My Dear Sir:—I have read most of the proof sheets
of your forthcoming book, entitled “ THE UNDER-
GROUND RAILROAD.’ and have just examined the let-
to its publication, and the accom-
and I cannot refrain from stating,
that I believe it to be & consummate work of its kind.
Its chief merit, of course, consists in its extraordinary
revelations of the injustice and cruelty of the dead sys-
tem of slavery, but it is gratifying to notice that it will
be printed and sent forth to the world in so complete
and admirable a style. Icommend i most cheerfully as a
book that every citizen should have in his library.

Very truly, yours,
H ot J. W. FORNEY.

terpress preparatory

WM. STILL, Esgq.

I join very cordially in the prece’ding statement and
recommendation.
HON. MORTON McMICHAEL,

( Ex-Mayor or Phila., Editor of the N. A.'§ U. 8. Gazelte, and
Prestof the “* Union League” of Phila.)

I most cordially unite with Col. Forney and other
gentlemen in recommending to the public Mr. Still's
work, entitled “THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD.”

The thrilling narratives cannot be read, even at this
day, without exciting the deepest emotion.

GEO. H. STUART.

From a very hurried examination, I should judge
that the work of Mr. Still is one of unusual interest. I
concur with the above in recommending it to the public,

HERRICK JOHNSON, D.D.

I fully and heartily concur in the opinion_of Col.
Forney respecting Mr. Still's work, entitled *THE
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD.”

HON. CHAS. GIBBOXNS.

This publication will be a valuable addition to the His-
tory of the struggles for Human Freedom,

J. GILLINGHAM FELL,
(Late Pres’t ** Union League’’ of Phila.)

Mr. StilVs work appears to me to be one of great inle-
rest. and I most heartily unite in recommending it to the

public attention.
HON, HENRY C. CAREY.

I am happy to find that material for this interesting
work exists. I had feared that much which will be
here recorded, would perish with the brave and worthy
men who were personally interested. These verities of
history contain the interest of romance, and our chil-
dren’s children will read them with wonder and admi-

ration.
J. WHEATON SMITH, D.D.





