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not come here till 1778, just before his return 

PREFACE. 

Eraan ALxeEn, the author and subject’ of 
the following narrative, was certainly. one of 
the most noted and notable men of his time. : 
Bold, ardent and unyielding, he possessed ‘an 
unusual degree of vigor’ both of body’ and’ 
mind, and an adr aa confidence i in kis own 

abilities. 
‘He was born in Roxbury, Litchfield county, 

Conn. on the 10th of January, 1737. He 
married in Connecticut, and migrated kimself 
to. Vermont about. the year 1769, where ‘he’ 
spent most of his afterlife ; but his family did 

from captivity.’ At the commencement ‘of 
disturbances in this | territory, aboutthe year ss | 
1770, he took a most’ active part in favor'of ag 
a Green Mountain Boys, as the settlers were 

called, in opposition to the government 
ew York. On account'of’ whieh an aot 
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of outlawry against him was passed by this 
State, and fifty pounds were offered for his 
apprehension ; but his party was too numerous 
and faithful to permit him .to be disturbed by 
any apprehensions for his safety. : In all the 
struggles of the day he was successful ; and 
not only proved a valuable friend to those 
whose cause he had espoused, but he was 
humane and generous towards those with 
whom he had to contend. When called to 
take the field he showed himself an able leader 
and an intrepid soldier. He refrained from 
every. thing which had the . appearance of 
meanness, injustice, cruelty, or abuse towards 

those who fell into his power, and protested 
" against the same in others. During the pro- 
gress of the controversy with New York, he 
wrote, and dispersed several pamphlets: in 
which be exhibited, in a manner peculiar to 

himself, and well suited to the state of public 
feeling, the injustice and cruelty of the claims 

and. proceedings of this State. And although 
these’ pamphlets are. unworthy of notice as 

literary productions, yét they were at the tile 
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extensively circulated, and contributed much | 
~ to inform the minds, arouse the zeal; and unite 

the efforts of the settlers. |The bold:and:un- 
polished roughness of these writings were well ; 
suited to'give a just description of the views 

and proceedings of ‘a band of speculating and - 
unprincipled land-jobbers. His method of 
writing was likewise well adapted. to the con- 
dition and feelings of:the settlers ;, and: proba- 
bly exerted a greater influence’ over their 
opinions-and: conduct, than’ the same . senti- 
ments would have done, clothed in theichaste: 

style of classic: elegance. Nor did jt dia 
greatly in style,’ -or literary merit’; from the 
pamphlets which camefrom New York. “But: r 
although he wrote with asperity and: freedom, 
he was ever noble and generous and justi: 
“The most eventful period of ‘Col. Allen’s. 

life was that between May 17'75and May 1778. 
This period is embraded in the following nar 
rative: Being. returned ’ to: Vermont, as’ an 
expression ‘of confidence in ‘his’ patriotism and’ 
military talents, he was very soon afterwards’ 

@ppointed to the command of the State militia. 
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Itidoes nat: appear, however, that his, intre- 
pidity: was ever afterwards brought to the test, 

though his patriotism was’ tried! by. an,unsuc-, 
cassful. attempt of the British:to bribe: him: to. 
effect’a:reunion of Vermont with Canada... 
SiH. Clinton. wrote: to* Lord: Germaine;,,._ 
Feb. 1781,: “there is,every reason to suppose 

_ that: Ethan:Allen has: quitted: the rebel; cauge.”’ 
+ ditowas his project to makea.city, Vergennes," 

_ autnile square... His ‘daughter Pamela, married i 

Eu W.., Keys;,\Esq:,. in 1803.,,, Another, 
“ daughter entered a nuonery in.Canada,;, and - 
another died, in ber youth... Being called. to: 

, the bedside. ofthis one.a'short time previous 
: to, be. death, (she having, been. instructed in, 
. “ibe: principles. of christianity., by. her; mother, 
- + and by, him, in deistical principles,), she. said, 

4 to‘him,. ‘“Iamy about to die; shall I. believe 

' the-principles you-have taught me, or shall. I 
believe, what my. mother hastaught-me?” He. 
became agitated—his chin quivered—his uhole. 

~ frame, shook, and:he replied;, ‘ Midis: what 
rer has sed you.’ 
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- Besides the pamphlets. in: the controversy 
“with New York,’ and this narrative of his:cap- 
tivity, our author also wrote “A Vindication, 
of the Opposition of the Inhabitants a “Vere 
mont to the: Government of ’ New York, and 

their right to form an independent’ ‘Stare? 
This‘was' published in 1779, and’ ‘“‘Allen’s: 

| Theology,. or the Oracles‘of Reason, 1786.” 

He died suddenlys‘of apoplexy, at his estate’ 
in Colchester, Feb 12: 1789.°« His: ashes’ 
rest beneath'a plain marble slab i the beautiful 
cemetry near Winooski, lower: wid \ having’ 
— it the following Winoligtens OU YR Oe 

f 
> ; The? peony. eae 

Gorporeal ast - oid Me 
GENERAL iris ‘ALuEN, 

Rests beneath’ this “nari Mv 
12th day Feb. 1789; . revere 

Aged 50. ; 
His spirit ‘tried tha mercies of his God — 
In whom ‘he believed’ ‘and’ strongly trusted. © 

His true age, as will appear from the record é 
of hig birth, was 52 years, 1 month and? days. 

hk Two editions of’ this work, ‘one at Phi 
pha ws the other at ‘Boston, wei ie printed 

_ : a as . pyc 
ae ‘ 
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during the year} 729, ini which it: was-wtitten. 
Another was. printed in Norwich, im: 1780... 
ee rege and. only other: tat ‘we have seen 
seg of, wad printed! at Walpole, N. ‘Hy ir 

“ie. the advertisement to this, the pub- 
ae ‘sayy we've: complied with the 

 wishes/of a! aumber-of persons, who had a de= 
_ siré.to* keep; in, remembrance the. hero: of 
Ticonderoga and: the:explbits he performed,”’ 

; a acai ae that there: i 1g not catia 

we ‘say. now. of ‘all, incheding lee theirs. 
a Again, $¢ the events of those troublous times, 
_ inwhith Col. Arven ‘ook a conspicuous part, 
. he rendered. doubly, ‘interesting, from the 
lively, unadorned manner. of his.own narrative. 

As it is deemed ‘thatthe very words in every 
“respect, made use of by Col. ‘Allen, would be» 
more acceptable to the. reader, than ¢ any,, artifi- 
oat decoration, of style, we shall almost inva- 
i das here,to, the original.” In this revised ' 

ve t dhere, not .“ ‘ almost invariably 5” 2), 
her t to the sriginal. t : 
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PREFACE. _ oe 

To conclude this preface, the writer would 
acknowledge himself indebted, for the mate- 

-rials_of the sketch here presented of the begin- 
ning and end of Col. Allen’s life, to Dr. 
William Allen’s Biographical and Historical 
Dictionary,,and to Zadéck Thompson's Civil 
History of Vermont. F. W.E. 





INTRODUCTION. 

(erg ey esi} ; 

Induced by ‘a sense of duty to my couniry, 
and by the application. of many worthy friends, 

 gome of whom are of the first characters, I 

have concluded to publish the following narra- 
tive of the extraordinary’seenes of my captiv- 

-ty, and the: discoveries which I made in the 

course of the same,’ of the cruel and relentless : 

disposition and behaviour of the enemy; to- 

wards the prisoners in their power’; from 
which the-.state politician, and every gradation 
of character among’ the people, to the worthy 
‘tiller ‘of the ‘soil, may ‘deduce such ‘inferences 
‘as'they shall think | proper ‘to. carry into prac- 
tice. Some men are appointed into office in 
these States, who read the history of the cra- 

elties of this war, with the same careless in- 
| mr as sey do the pagesiof the Roman 
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instances are, I hope, but rare, and it stands 
all freemen in hand to prevent their further in- 
fluence, which, ‘of all other things, would be 
the most baneful to the liberties and happiness 
of this country ; and so far as such influence 

.. takes: place,’ robs us of thesvietory we: have 
obtained, at the! — of'so ae blood and 
' treasure. 

i shold have exhibited to ithe public a bis 
tory:of thé facts ‘herein :contained, ‘s0pn after 
omy exehange, hail not the urgency! of my pri- 
vate affaips,: together with more urgent public 

business, demanded my attention until a few 
cweeks:before the date hereof. The #eader 

’ will ‘readily' discern, thatiia narrative of: this 
‘sort, could not have been weitten whea. 1, was 

-@ prisoner 3 my. trunk aad writings were often 
-seerched ueder various pretences, so ¢batI > 
uhever wrote f syllable,‘or even made a rough 
-minute, whereon' I might predicate this narta- 
.sivey-but.trusted solely to. my memory, for the 
uwhold.. Ihave, however, taken the grenest — 

|| Care.ahd.pains to.recolieet the facts and arrange 
them 5 $0 pager ies touchia vatiety of charagsers 
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and opposing interests, I am sensible that all 
will not be pleased with the relation of them. 
Be this as it will, I have made truth my in- 
variable guide, and pledge my honor on the 
truth of the facts. | 

I have been generous with the British, in 
giving them full and ample credit for all their 
good usage of any considerable consequence, 
which I met among them, during my captivity; 
which was easily done, as I met with but litle; 
mm comparison of the bad, which, by reason of 
the great plurality of it, could not be contained 
in so concise anarration ; so that I am certain, 
that I have more fully enumerated the favors 
which I received, than the abuses [ suffered. 

The critic will be pleased to excuse any in- 
accuracies in .the performance itself, as the 
author has, unfortunately, missed of e liberal 

_ ETHAN. ALLEN. 
Bennington, 1779. 

‘ 
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Ever: since I: arrived. to.a state of .man- 
| hood, and acquainted myself: with the general... - 
history of inssakind; I have felt-a sincere: pas- 

| sion: for liberty. ‘The: history of nations 
% doomed to. perpetual: slavery, in consequence: . 
ae of: yielding up: to. tyrants, their) natural-bora.: 

liberties, Tread witha sort of-philogophical 
horror 3 so that the. first: systematical; and | 

bloody attempt: at; Lexington, to: enslaye:, 

@ America, thoroughly electrified! my. mind, and.’ 
q fully: determined me. to, take: part with my. 

@ country: And while’ I was wishing for an) | 
opportunity ta signalize myself in: its behalf, . 
directions were privately: sent. to. merfrom the, 

@ then colony,\now. State,: of Connecticut, to:;; 
raise the Green Mountain Boys ; and:if pes-» 
pane omewantnc rage take the:for- , 
tress Ticonderoga. This enterprise, Acheer:., 
fully undertook; and, after ficet. geting’ all: 
the several: passes that led thither, to: cut off | 
all: intelligence between the. garrison and: the, 

from: Benping-': mapgh: 
i bak? 

Wintasie 
Deer. 
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ton, and arrived at the lake opposite to Ticon- 
deroga, on the evening of the 9th day of May, 

' 1775, with two hundred and thirty valiant 
Green Mountain: Boys ;; and ;it was with the 
utmost difficulty that I procured boats to cross 
the lake. However, I landed eightyfive 

_men near the garrison, and sent the boats 
back for the rear guard; commanded ‘by ‘Col. - 
Seth Warner; ‘but the ‘day began to :dawn, 
and I found myselfunder a necessity to: attack 
the fort, before the rear could. cross the lake ; 
and, ‘as it was viewed hazardous, I harangued . : | 
the officers and soldiers in the manner follow- | & 

ing : + Friends and fellow-soldiers;youbave, | | 
for‘a number of ‘years ' past, been a*scourge:. | 
and ‘terror‘to arbitrary: power.Your valor’ @ 
has ‘been ‘famed abroad; and acknowledged,” 
as appears ig ‘atlviee:and orders to me 
from the General Assembly of Connecticut, 
to Surprise and take the garrison now before 
usi' I now propose to advance before you, ) 
and in person conduct. you through the wicket: 
gate; for we most’ this':morning: either iquit 
our:pretensions to valor; ef: possess ourselves: 
of this: fortressin:a few’ minutes and; in:as 
much’ as it'is:a'desperate attempt, which none. 
but the: bravest of ‘mien ‘dare undertake,’ I do’ 
not urgeition any contrary to his ‘will.'“¥ou . 
that: will ‘undettake voluntarily, poise ;your » 
firelocks.” = vm 
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ETHAN ALLEN. | 19: 

The men being at. this ‘time drawn) up in’, 
_ three ranks, each poised his firelock, Iordered 

m to:face to the right, and, at the head: of 
Soe Inearthed them immediately to 
the: wicket-gate’ aforesaid, ‘where 1 found’ a 
sentry posted; who instantly snapped his fusee: 
at-me!. I ran‘immediately toward him, and 
he ‘retreated: through the scovered :. way ECL: 
the parade within the :garrison, gave a halloo,: 
and ran under a'bomb-proof.. oa 
followed me into’ the. fort, I formed ‘on the; 

rison being asleep, except: the. sentrige; we 
gave three. huzzas which’ greatly: surprised: 
them.' ‘One of. the ‘sentries made (a passat. . 

* one of: my: officers: with a charged :bayonet,. 
lightly wounded him. My first, thought 

a ey kil him | with: my sword; : but, in-an 
instant, altered. the design and fury: of the 0 
blow to a:slight cut.on ‘the, side of the head; : 
upoh.which ne droped his gun, and asked: ; 
quarter, which Jireadaly granted: him, andde-: 
manded'of him the place where the ‘ot,’ manding officer kept; he shewedyme Sipair’ of staits insthe front of a barrack, : 4 ahs ye: west 
part of the Gadriaot: which led up. to aagme 5" 4, more’ 

story in barrack, to which'l immed 

y party'who: | © 
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br I. would 

ETHAN ALLEN. (2h 

encies'smiled on jits conquerors, who; tossed , 
4 round the flowing bow], and. wished, success, 

to Congress, and the. liberty and. freedom of 
America. Happy it was for me, at that time, 
that the then futute pages of the book. of fate, 
which: afterwards: unfolded. a. miserab le scene: 

| of two years and eight months’ imprisdyment,, 
was hid from my view. But to return tomy | 

narration... Col. Warner, with theirear: guard, 
crossed the lake, and joined: me early in. the, 
morning, whom’ I. sent .off;, without ‘loss jof; 

a time; with about ome hundred,,men, ‘to take, 
possession: of Crown. Point, which was gar-;: 
risoned  with.gsergeant,and,,twelve,'men;, 
which he: took pessession of the same jday; ag: . 
also sipmentaA opp hundlced ipieces: of. can: 
non. But, one thing. .now,-temained, to, ,be: 
done, to: make ourselves complete masters. of 

a Lake Champlain..;''Fhis -was to,. possess ‘our-!, 
selves of a sloop of war, which was then, lay-., 
ing»at St. Johns.;. to. effect! which it Wan. 

agreed in.a council: ofy wer, to.arm,and, mean{ 

out a certain’ schooner, which lay. at. Sauth, ~ 

Bay,-and that-Captain. (now General) Arnold, — 

: | ,should;¢command her, and that [ shoyld.com:., ay 
mand the batteaux.. 
‘The necessary preparations being ,in-sde, 

we:aet sail from ‘Ticonderoga; in. quest. ot ‘the, . 
pi which ; wes. much ‘larger, and, carried! — 

* ‘ad As 
; 
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more‘zuns and heavier metal than the schoon- 
ef >General Arnold, with the schooner, sail- 
ing faster’ than the batteaux, arrived: at St. 

- Johns ;' end: by: surprise possessed himself of 
— 'the’sloop, before I could arrive with the bat- 

teaux.: H6 also made prisoners‘ of a'sergeant 
and twelve men, who were garrisoned at that 

_ _livis worthy of remark, thet as'soon ag Gen: 
 Amold hid secared ‘the prisoners on board, 
~ aitd Shad ‘meade’ preparation for sailing, ‘the 

witid, which bub afew howrs before was fresh 
inthe south, and well: servéd-to carry us to 

as jie dy are ‘ — fresh from 
» thé north; ‘and in one ‘about ‘éng: hoor’s time, 
. Genera? Arnold ‘sailed: with te prize ‘and: 

~ ‘sdHoorier’ for: Ticonderoga.’ When I met 
him‘ with my ‘party, within afew miles of ‘St. 

, John’s;he’ saluted’ me’ with-a discharge of . 
cannon; when I returned with @ volley of 

_ Staall arms. ‘This being repeated three times, 
I'went' on board the gloop with my party, 
where several loyal’ Congress’ healths: were 
rank; We were now masters of:lake Cham- 
plain, and the garrisons depending thereon. | 
This success I viewed of consequétice in 

the'scale:of American politics; for if setile- 
ment between’ the then colonies and Great: 
Britain, had’ soon taken place, it would have 

* 

' aie | 
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been easy to have restored these. acquisitions ; 
but viewing the then future.consequences of.a 
cruel war, as it has really proved: to be, and 
the command of that lake;. eersieons: artillery, 
&c., must. be viewed tobe, of signal i import- 
ance: to the, American cause, and it is.marvel- 
lous. to: me that. we.ever Jost the command:of 
it... Nothing but the taking of .a Burgoyne, . 
with. a.whole ,British army, could, in.my 
opinion, , atone for it; .and mo Rak BE : 
such. an extraordinary victory, we,must.be — 

@ obliged. to .regain:the command of, that. hat lake 7 
@ again, be the cost what. it will. By doing 

thiey Cenada. will easily be brought intoyanion 
witht the. United States - of 

America :;: ab event would. putiitiout.of 
the power of} the aay tribes iplpore yale to : 

carry onya; war: wit 
durable bar.‘a gainst any. et oa 
barities, pe ae on pur’ frontier inhabitants, 
byneruel and bload:thirsty, savages ;. for it,.is 
impossible, for then) to,oanry, on.a. war, lencept 

of; some ‘civilized nation,;...which,,to; tk 
would be: impraeticable, did Great sompese 
a part of the American empires; 0) 

» -arlydn the fall.of the year, thesittia: army, 
wader; the;voromand.of the Generals Schnyler 
: ae a ed..to advance 

> 80 

(utacto. 
. Der 
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, Into’ Canada: °'T ‘was’ at Ticondéroga when 
“this order’ atrived’;' and the Gen. , ‘with most 
“of the field officers, requested me''to attend 
them in the expedition; ‘and’ though’ at that 
time'f ‘had no’ commission ‘from’ ‘Congress, 
yet they engaged me, that I'should ‘be con- 
sidered as an officer the samé’ as’ though’ I 
‘Had ‘a ‘commission; and ‘should, ‘as ‘occasion 
‘tight require, command certain detachments 
of the‘army.'' This I ‘considered’ as‘ an’ hon- 
Orablé’ offer, and did’ not hesitate to’comply 
“with it, and ‘advanced ‘with ‘the: ‘army to’ ‘the 
‘isle “me mer from whence I: owas 1 Maer 

: eneral to gb in compény wit 
‘Brown,’ and: Getta f inter sel thitbugt the 
‘woods'ifito Canada, ‘with letters to the Cana- 
‘dias, and to” Jet th ben): Iettow that’ the ‘design 
of army was efily” ‘against’ the’ ‘English 

: Emir ‘and ni the‘country, their" liberties, 
And’ having; through’ much den- 

‘ fer er , hegotiated® this business, I ‘returned: to 
isléAuixNoix the" fore part of: br tem- 

Ber, when Gen. Selivylér'returned'to “Albany ; 
‘atid if! conséquence’ the command ‘devolved 
‘tiponiGeh. Montgomery; ‘whoni'T assisted in 

air 4 

laying a line of circumvallation round’the for- | 
trés6. St! Jolin’s: ’’ After’ which I was ordered 

: the “Général to make ‘a ‘second® tourlinto @ 
anada, ' upon ‘nearly the sammie’ wae ‘ast’ be @ 

+ ca 
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fore; and withal to observe the djsposition, 

the. country . 
This reeonnoitre I undertook with reluc- ; 
tance, choosing rather to assist at the siege of © 
St. John’s, which was then closely,invested ;, 

_ but.my, esteem for the General’s person, and 

on 

opinion of him as.a politician and, brave officer, 
induced me-to, proceed. 

I passed; through all 32 

@ preaching politics; and went from thence’ 
i 
i 
i 

acress the Sorrel to the,river St. Lawrence, . 
7% and-up the river through the parishes to.Lon:”' 

gale, and +so far met with good. success as an ” 

| itinerant, In this round, my guard were Cana- 
dians, my. interpreter and some few attendants ° 

iy excepted. On the morning of the 24th day 
| of September, I set out, with my guard of ' 

vanced two miles before I met with Major 

-® 

about eighty men, from Longale, to go to 
Lapraier ;. from thence I determined to go to x 

Gen, Montgomery's camp 5 but had not ad- 
Brown, who has, since, been advanced iH e. 
rank of. a Colonel, who. desired me to halt, 
saying that he had something of impo face to 

i communicate: to me and my confidants, upon | 
a Yo 1 J halted the party, and went into gn, — 

! call the. ‘parishes on ‘the " 

@% river Sorrel, to a parish at the. mouth of the. 

iy same, which is called by the same name, 

a 
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house, and, took a private room with him and 
several of my associates, where Col. Brown 
proposed, that ‘* Provided I would ‘return to 
ongale, and procure som. canoes} $0 as to 

crogs the river St. Lawrence, a little north 
of Montreal, he would cross it a little to ths 
$j th of the town, with near two ‘hundred 
men, as he had bdats sufficient; and that we 
would make ourselves masters of Montreal.” 
‘This plan was readily approved by mé and 

those ‘in Council; ne “in consequerice of 
which I returned to Longale, collected a, few 
canoes, and,added about thirty English Amer-. 
icans to my party, and crossed thé river in fie 
night of the 24th, agresable to the before’ pro- 
posed plan. My whole party, at ‘this’ time, 
consisted of about one hundred’ and ten ten,’ 
near, eighty of whom were Catiadians.. We 
‘were the.most of the night crossing the'river, 
as we had, so-few canoes that they Bad to pass 
and ré-pass three timés, to’ carry. fay party 
across. Soon’after | me break, YT set a’ guard 
between me and the town, with special ‘orders 
to let no person whatever pass of re-puss 
them, and another guard, on‘ the other efid of 
tlie road, With like directions; in the mean: 
time, I tecoanoitred the best bpd make 
a defence, expecting Col. Brown's partyWere 
hing on ihe attioe side of the lg cee. 
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ing the day before agreed to give three huz- 
zas with, his men early in the morning, which 
signal I was to return, that we might each 
know that both parties were landed; but. the 
sun by, this time being pear two hours high, 
and the sign failing, I began to conclude my- 

* self to. be in a premunire, and would have 
crossed the river back again, but I knew. the 
enemy: would have discovered, such an at- 
tempt; and, as the recould not more than.one, 

* third part of my troops cross at one time, the 
other * twosthirds, would of ‘course fall into . 
their hands, . This 1 ¢ould not reconcile to 

a | 

my ewn feelings as a\man, much less as an 
‘officer; I artis cenehiied to, maintain 
the, ground, if possible, and all to fare slike. 
Tn conapapence of hi peralutien, J deapesaied 
two messengers, one to. Lapraire to. Colonel 
Brown, and the other to Lasumption, a French 
settlement, to Mr. Welker, wha was in, our 
interest,; requesting, their speedy assistance; 
giving them at, the same time to understand 
my critical situation... _In,the mean time, sun- 
dry persons came, to my, guards, pretending 
to be friends, but were by them taken prison- 
ers.and brought to me, . These I ordered ¢ 
confinement, till their friendship could be fur- 

her confirmed ; for I was ‘edit they were 
spies, as they proved to be afterwards. One 
"it 
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of the principal of them making his escape, 
exposed. the weakness of my party, which 
was, the final cause of my misfortune ; for I 
have been since informed that Mr. Walker, | 
‘agreeable to my desire, exerted himself, and . j 
had raised a considerable number of men for 
“my assistance, which ‘brought him into diffi- 
culty afterwards: but’ upon hearing of “my 
misfortune, disbanded them again. 

‘The town of Montreal’ was in a great tu- 
mult,. Gen. Carlton and the royal party made 

eseaition to 0 ‘on board ‘their vessels | even B ! 7 
of ‘force, as T'was afterwards informed, but | 
the spy escaping from my guard to the town, (@ 

an | occasioned. teration in their policy, and 
emboldened Gen. Carlton to'send the force, 

_ which he had there collected, out against me. 
Thad previously chosen my ground, but when 
‘I saw the number’ of the ae y, as they sal- 
lied out of the town, I perceived it would be 
a day of trouble, if not of rebuke ;' but I had 
‘no chance to flee, as ‘Montreal was situated 
nan island, and’ the river’St. Lawrence cut 
‘off my communication to Gen. Montgomery’s 
camp. I encouraged my soldiery to bravely 
defend themselves, that we should soon have 
help, and that’ we should be able to” kee 
the ground, if ho more. This, and muel 
more I affirmed with the greatest seeming 
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his escape, assurance; and which in reality 1 thought to — 

Bi het eae 

Wee ; 5 arty, which be in some degree probable.. Thana paar 
une ; for J The enemy consisted of not more than fort 
te Walker, (@ regular troops, together with a mixed, multi- 
nmself, and | tude, chiefly Canadians, with a number of 
of men for English who. lived in the town, and some In- 
into diffi- dians ;, in all to the number of near five hun- 

Ing of ‘my dred. tee | 
; a ‘The reader will notice that most of my 

& great tu- jj party were Canadians; indeed it was.a mot- 
partymade (% ley parcel of soldiery which composed both 
eir vessels 9 parties. , However, the enemy began the at- 
ormed, but (@ tack from wood piles, ditches, buildings, and 
) the tbwn, (@ such like places,.at a considerable distance, 
bolicy, and %% and I returned, the fire from a situation more 
the force, [# than equally advantageous. The attack began 
igainstme. ©% .between two and three of the cluck in the 
» butwhen @ afternoon; just before which [ ordered a vol- 
s they sal- | unteer, by the name of Richard Young, with 
would be | a detachment of nine men as a flank guard, 
but Thad | . which, under the cover of the’ bank of the 
§ situated river, could not only annoy the enemy, but at 
rerice cut the same time, serve as a flank guard to the 
igomery’s left of the main body, ss *— Besa 
O bravely The fire continued for some time on both 
00n have sides ; and I was confident that such a remote 
to’ kee method of attack could not carry the grouhd, 
id muel i night. provided it should be, continued unti 
seeming ‘Rear balfthe body of the enemy began to 
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flank round to my right ; upon. which } or- |@ 
dered a volunteer, by the name of John, Du- || 
gan, who lived many years in‘Canada, and | 
understood the. French language, to detdch 7 
about fifty of ‘the Canadians, and post himself (@ 
*at'an: advantageous ditch, which was on my 
right, to. prevent my being surrounded. 

- He advanced. with the detachment, but in- 
stead of occupying the post, made his escape, 

_as did likewise Mr. Fone upon. the left, 
with their detachments. I soon perceived that 
the enemy was in possession of tlie ground 
‘which Dugan should have occupied. . At this 

time I had but about fortyfive men with me ; 
some of whom..were wounded. | 

_ The. enemy kept closing round me, nor 
was it in my power to prevent it, by which 
means My, situation, which was advantageous 
in the first, part of the attack, ceased to be so 
7 i ' EFT OM ‘ 

_ dn the Jast; and being almost entirely sur- 
founded with such vast, unequal numbers, I 
_ordered a retreat, but found that those of the 
“ehemy, who were of the country, and their 
Indians, could run as fast as my men, though 
the regulars could not. : , 
“Thus I retreated near a mile, and'some of 
the enemy, with the savages, kept flanking. 
me, and others crowded hard in the rear. In 
fine fT expected in a very short time to try the 
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world of spirits, for I was apprehensive that 
no quarter would be given to me, and there- 
fore had determined to sell my my life as dear 

-as I could. 
One of the enemy’s officers boldly pressing 

in the rear, discharged his fusee at me; the 
ball whistled near me, as did many others that 

I returned the\salute, and missed him, 
as running had put us both out of breath; for 
T conclude we ‘were not frighted. I then sa- 
luted him with my tongue ‘in a harsh manner, 
and told him that inasmuch as his numbers 
were so far superior to mine, I would surren- 
der, provided I’ could be treated with honor, 
and be assuted of good quarter for myself and 
the men who were with me ; and he answered 
I should ; another officer coming up directly 
after, confirmed the treaty ; upon which I 
agreed to surrender with my party, which then 
consisted of thirty-one effective ‘men, and 
seven wounded. f ordered them to. ground 
their arms, which they did.’ . et 

The officer I capitulated’ with, then’ dip - 
rected me and my party to advance towards 
im, which was done.’ I handed ‘him my 

sword, and in half a minute after, a savage, 
part of whose head was shaved,. being’ almost 
naked and painted, with feathers’ intermixed 
with the hair of ‘the other side of his head, 
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came running to me with an incredible swift- 
ness ; he seemed to advance with. more than 
mortal speed ; as he approached near me, his 
hellish “visage was beyond all description ; 
snake eyes appear innocent in comparison of 
his ; his features extorted ; malice, death, 
murder, and the wrath of devils and danined 
spirits are the emblems of his countenance ; 
and. in less than twelve feet of me, presented 
his firelockk, ==... 

At the instant of his present, I twitched 
the officer to whom I gave.my sword between 
me and the savage; but he flew round with 
great fury, trying to single.me out to shoot 
‘me without killing the officer; but by this 
‘time I was near as nimble as he, keeping the 
officer in such a position that his danger, was 
my. defence, ss 
_,;But:-in less than half a minute, I was at- 
tacked by patcauch another imp of hell. 

I e the officer fly round with incred- ~ Ima 3 
ity for a few seconds of time, when ‘ible velocit W 80 

ceiv da Canadian: (who;had lost one «7e, 

appeared, afterwards) teking.my part against 
“the savages ; and in an instant an Iris wy 
came to, my ,assistance with a fixed bayonet, 
and drove away the fiends, swearing by Jasus 
‘he would-kill them. This tragic scene com- 
posed my mind, The escaping from. so aw- 

re ee ee a ee ee 
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ful a death made: even imprisonment happy ; 
the triore so as my cor juerors on the field 
tréated me with great civility and politeness. 
‘The’ regular officers. said ‘that’ they were 

them, that I should rather choose to have seen 
them at’ Gen:*Montgomery’s camp.’ ‘The 
gentlemen replied that they gave full credit ' 
to'what I said; and‘as I walked’ to the town, » 
which was, as’ I should ‘guess, more than two 
miles,'a British officer walked at my right 
hand, and one of the French noblesse at my 
left; the latter of which, in the acti®n, had 
his’ eyebrow carried away by a glancing shot, 

and ‘no ‘abuse ‘was offered me till’ I came to 
the barrack*yard at' Montreal, where I met 
Gen. Prescott, who asked me my name, 
which I told him. ve Bas eee a, 
He then asked me, whether I was that Ca}... 

Allen who took’ Ticonderoga.’. I told: ai 
Iwas the very man: Then’ he shook” 
cane over my head; calling many hard nari 
ante which he frequently used the wa 
Rebel, and put himself ‘into'a great rage. * 
told him he would do well not'to cane me, 
for I was not accustomed to it, and shook iny 
fist at him, telling him that that was the beetle 
of'mortality ‘for him, if he offered to strike ; 

fe 

Ba 

Rx iK 
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upon. which Capt: .M’Cloud of the. British, 
pulled him by. the skirt, and whispered to him 
as he afterwards told me) to this, import; 

that it wag inconsistent with his honor to strike 
@ prisoner. He then ordered: a serjeant’s 
command with. fixed-.bayonets to come. for- 
ward and kill thirteen Canadians, which were 

' , jneluded in the treaty aforesaid. : 
Tt cut me to, the heart to see the Canadians 

— insq, hard. .a.case, in consequence, of their 
haying been true to me 5) they were wringing 
their hands, saying their, prayers, as 1 ‘con: 

| Sluded} and iexpectad immediate death. \ 1 
w therefore stepped’ between the exeautigners 
andthe Canadians, opened my clothes, aad 
told: Gen. Prescott to. thrust, his: bayonet into 

. Kay: bregst;: for, Iwas ithe: solereguse of the 
Canadiana taking up.arms:., 3)... | 

Theeguard in the mean time; rolling their 
balls from the General ito me, as though 
Mitient, waiting his, dread..commands. to 
math their bayonets in my heart, I could 
Fever, plainly discern that ha was .in.a 
Ppense, and quandary about the matter. 

wre his gave.me additional hopes of succeeding |; 
for, my. design, was not; to’ die, but save) the 
Canadians) by a\ finesse... The-General: stood 
& minuté; whea.he made me the following re- 
Ply: 42) will not emeaute you mow 5, but yas 
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shall:grace a halter at Tydurn, Gd d—n,. 
@.”” : : 
oI remember I disdained ‘his mentioning ‘ 

i I was; notwithstanding, @ little 
inwardly pleased with the expression, as) it 
significantly conveyed to me the idea of poste 
poning the present ‘appearance of death; 
besides his sentence'was by no means: final;: 
as to’ ** gracing @ halter,” although I :had 
amtiety about it after ¥ landed: im England, as 
tle reader will find inthe’ course of this his- 
tofy. © ‘Général Prescott then: ordered:one of. 
his officers to:'take me oni board the Gaspee 
séhooner of. war, and, confine ;fire, hands and sou. 
feet, in irons, which was done:the same Sessa 
noon I was taken.» HEI By iS DONT ¥aeES 

The: action’ continued: an hour and: three: 
quarters by the watch, and I know notite'this', 
day how thany of my mem were killed, though. . 
I ani cértaiw there’ were but: few, » 2f Iire--. 
member’ right, séven were wounded ;:@ne:of 
‘them, Wiliatn Stewart by name, was wotnds 
by a savage’ with,a. tomahawk; after ‘he & 
takén prisoner? and disarmed; but was rescuéaiy 
by soiiie of the generous enenvy; .and’ so fare” ~ 
recovered his wounds, that he afterwards went 
with: the’ other: prisoners:to: Englatd. )0. 
OF the eneniy, were killed:a Major Carden; : 
Who hall ‘Been: wounded injelevendifferemt; 

* 
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battles, and an.eminent merchant, Patterson, [% / 
. of Montreal, and some others, but I never, (| jn 
knew their whole loss, as their accounts wore 
different. {am apprehensive ‘that it is rare; FF fa 

that so much ammunition was expended and {6 
so'little execution done by it ;, though such of lit 
my party as stood the ground behaved with | re 

‘ great. fortitude, much exceeding that of the i 
enemy, but were hot the best of marksmen, . in 
and I am apprehensive were all k:i'ed.or taken; w 
the wounded were all put into the hospital at ‘a 
Montreal, and those that ;were not, were put. I 
on board of different véssels in the river, aud ' le 

# gpteshitd togetber by. pairs, viz.. two men. it 
““fasined» together by one’ handcuff, being, a 

- closély fixed to one wrist.of each,of them,, § f: 
and:treated with the greatest severity,,nay, as | > 4 
criminals. r | dt od . d 

» I now,come to the description of the irons, § a 
& which were pution me. .The handcuff was, (| 4 
~ of a. common size, and form, but my leg irons, . 
I should imagine, would weigh thirty pounds ; . ‘ 

the bar was eight feet long, and very substan- : 
‘Mial; the shackles| which encompassed my. , 
“ancles, were very tight... I was told by the: ‘ 
officer: who put nin on, that it was.the king’s ; 
plate, and I heard other of their officers say,, 
that it ‘would weigh forty weight... The irons 
were so close upon my ancles, that I could, 

5 ne : i 

. 

s 
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atterson Pree vee Meee ct 
I diseh Bs not He:downlintany other manner ‘than otsny 

Ints were. Back! 1 was putyinto ‘the lowest and‘ most 

is rare;, fy Wretched part of the: vessel, where I'got the 
ded or “ (@ favobiof d chest:tosit on‘; 'thesameianswered 

oh wre &@ little blocks ‘of the guard, who; day'and night, 

with-fixed! bayonets, watehed/over mey to lay 
under each .end of the: large bar’ ofmy’ leg 
drons;: to) preserve, my /ancles “from | galling, 

| while I set on the chest,.or' lay back ‘on' the 
 -sdme; shoughumost:of the:time, night and day, 
2° Tsevoh:itjvbot!at Jength) having \avidesire to 

day'dowmon my side, rhich the ‘closeness of 

t of the 
arksmen, . 
or taken; 
Ospital at , 
were put. 
iver, aud | 
wo men. 

Tf, being ithe! ivons: forbid, Indesired the Captainite loosen 
of thea. . thei fot! that puvpogey (but was denied! thie 
nay, ag. (favor. The Capedin’s name.was Royal; whb 
rElaas pe ede " ‘bean’ ee 3 pe 
ej (a) Oftentimes said): that: his:express:oyders were 
i pan Hi ‘to treat |me ‘with such’ sed eritp\owhlolk Was 
eg irons,, disagredable to his own) fedlings 5 ‘1iotsdid'he 

: pounds ; vever insult me, though any others ,-whorckfite 

substan- ‘on board; did. Orie of the :offiversy/ bythe, 

sed my. mathevof |B , Was Very Benerous Oto He 5 

1 by the. che wouldvoften derid:the ‘victoals fron hid own 
Ne king’s | table! ; wor: did) arday ‘fail, burthat he-sént:an 

sers sa a good drink of grag) |i! Ot YOW iuil 8 fu brs 

‘he it = % ~cUThe reader is now invited bdekitaithd time 
D Diwas: put indoirons.::: Fbrequest 2 bab I could, 4) -lege to ‘write to! “General Presdott, whit was 

~ 
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granted. I reminded ‘him of the kind and 
generous manner of my treatment to the pris- | 
oners I. took at ‘Ticonderoga; the injustice | 
and ungentleman-like usage, which I had met | 
with from him, and demanded gentleman-like 
usage,' but received no:answer from him. I 
soon after wrote to General Carlton, which | 

‘ met the. same success. In the meanwhile 
. many of those who were re pefmitted to see me 
were very. insulting... > . | 
I was confined in the manner I have rela- 

ted, on board the Gaspee schooner, about six - | 
' weeks} during which time I was.obliged to 

throw out plenty of extravagant language which 
answered certain purposes, at that time, 

“better. than to grace a history. . | 
i he ih afi instance, upon being insulted,in |) 

anger I twisted off anail: with my teeth, | 7 

which, I took-to. be a ten-peériny nail; it went} 
a fit o 

through the mortisa of the bar of my handcuff, 
' and.at the same time I swaggered over those 

_dwho abused me ; particularly a Doctor Dace, 
‘who told me that 1 was outlawed by New 
York, and ‘deserved death for several: years 
past ; was at last fully ripened for:the ‘halter, 
and in a fair way to obtamit. °° 
~»When I challenged him, he excused ‘him- | 
self in consequence, as he said, of my being | 
aeriminal. But I flung such a flood of lan- 7 

} 

~ 
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guage at him that it shocked him and the spec- 
I heard 

one say, damn him, can he:eat iron? . After 
that a small. padlock was fixed tothe: handcuff 
instead of the’ nail ;, and: as they-were mean- 
spirited in their treatment to me, so it appeared . 
to. me, that):they were’ equally. timorous.and 
cowardly, ba aed AC, hoger! 

I was: sent. with the prisoners. taken with 
me to an armed vessel in the: river, which lay 
off against Quebec, under the command of 

‘ 

-, about six - i | Capt. M’Cloud.of the British, who treated 
|) ‘me in avery generous and. obliging manner, 

and according ‘to my rank ;. in about. twenty= 
| four: hours] ‘bid him farewell. with regret ; 

but. my good. fortune still continued.’ The 
name of the Captain of ‘the vessel! | —_ 
on_board,::was. Littlejohn ;/ who, with» his 
officers;\' behaved: in a polite, generous, and 
friendly: manner. I-lived: with them in the 

| cabin, and fared on the best; my irons bein 
taken off, contrary tothe order he had receivec 

| from the. commanging officer ;. but Capt. 

Tomy being } 
od of: lan- q 

bas 
| 

Littlejohn swore that a brave man should nat 
be used. as. a rascal on board his ship: © 3 

Thus I found myself:in possession ‘of ::hap- 
piness: once more, and the evils I had. lately 
suffered gave me av uncommon’ relish ‘for 
aise fh, (WHGIOLI Ne: "0 3 : 
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~0 @aptam) doittlejohn' used ;'ta:gaito Quebec 
évery! day, !im-order to pay his:respects tocer- FF 
tain genflemen :and) Jadies ;beingthere;ona ° jj 
Gertain; day}: he ‘bappened:to meet! with some 
disagneeable treatment, as; he: imagined, from 
& Eaeutenant of a:man:of ciwar ‘and! one word 

brought on another; untilithe Lieutenant.chal- 
lenged him to a duel on the plains of) Abna- 
ham. 1::Capts hattlejohn: was: a:gentleman who 
entertained, a highsensé:of> honor, and could 
do bosless: than accept the challgnge.i)) 2: 
bo&oninelo’cldekmhe néxt imarninig they were 
‘toofight: »The (Captain :reterned in:the even- 
ing;)o and | acquainted his y Lieutenant and me 
with:the dffair.||» His:(Lieutebandt was) ai high- 
blibded) Scotchmaiiias swelli:as |:himselfy whd 
1 a7 td Hise ser thatibestould notswant 

fot adbeeonds|:; Wich othisiiTi iaterr ‘him, 
_ and gave the:C aptain to undérstarid, that since 

atl! opportunity: had» pregented;::I;: would)obe 
glad otestify: myegratitdde:ta hich iby acting 

| ag tr faithful second yon which hegave 
- mehis hahd, andisaid that: he:wanted:no better 
thenblwvodle nerd oom 9 feed ovowa wdojolui.! 
9 aa am ‘a::king’s officer; and:you a 

prisbner under-my, card 5: you must | therefore 
g0 withhme to the place appointed :in disguise, 
aad added further, ‘+ You. must é 10. the, 
upon the honor of: a. gentleman, that whether 

‘ 
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I die or live, or whatever happens (provided 
‘you live) that you will return to my: Lieuten- 
ant on board this ship.”” wy llF 14 

All this I. solemnly engaged him. The 
combatants were to «lischarge each a pocket 
pistol, .and then to fall on with their. iron- 
hilted muckle whangers ; and one.of that sort 
was allotted for me ; but some British officers 
who interposed in the morning, settled the 
controversy without fighting. 

Now. having enjoyed .eight or nine days’ 
happiness, from the polite*and generous treat-. 
ment of Capt. Littlejohn and his officers, I 
was obliged to bid them. farewell, parting with 
them in ‘as friendly a‘ manner as we had lived 
together, which, tothe best of my memory, 
was the eleventh of November. When a de- 
tachment of General :Arnold’s little army. ap- 
— on Point Levy, opposite Quebec, who 

performed an extraordinary march through 
a wilderness country, with design to have 
suprised the capital of Canada,1 was then. 
taken on board a yessel ‘called the Adamant, 
together with the ‘prisoners ‘taken with me, 

- and put under the, power.of an, English mer- 
chant from. London, whose name was Brook 
Watsoniy.a man of malicious and cruel. dispo- 
sition, and who /wepepggbably excited. in the — 
exercise of higy e by a junto of 
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tories;o who 'seiled “with hini® to England ; 
arfiotig? | Whdth “were! Colonel Guy! Johnson,’ 
Colonel Closs, and theirjattendantsand assou' 
ciatés, to’the nuniber of'abour thirty.) |! / 
19 AlPthe ship’s ee Olossy in his 

personal behavior excepted) behaved towards: 
the “pridoners' with" that “spirit” of bitterness; ' 
whichis ‘the! peculiar ¢haraétéristic of tories: 

When theyhaveihe friends of America in their 
power, measuring -‘theirJoyalty'to the Rnglisiy 

_ Ringhby the ‘barbarity fraad, and deceit which 
they ‘éxercisetowarti! the whigs: geese pep BE 

1 Arama) place lit thevedsel, eiclosed) with: 
pti ape ‘vas! agsignéd® for the prison” 
dts yilahd'! (OP fie’ Uinowe the rest! «I should 
iniigiie thayit wasendt more’ than twenty feor 
one way;'aiid twentyewo the other! Into this 
pleee. we were ‘all, t0-the number of! thirty 
four;  thrist and? chandeufied, two prisoners 
more ‘being alded ‘to our “tumbery'and wore 
provided with? two’ éxeremenr tubs)’ bn this 
ditdanifetedce we were wbliged ‘to ! eat and 
peiform ‘the’ office ‘of | evaouttiony during “the 
po oe gland’ ; ahd! were ingulted' by ev- 

y' ‘gailor ‘and tory’ Onboard, in 
theorhellest ‘tatiher s/but what: isthe Most 

Bing is, that ‘hot one of We" died in the 
figelvio-0 leds doiq. eeu odvw loam ,toitiy 

Oo oliu & vd euivip visit iil }o- deittigie 
. ’ 

mle ae Kass 2s. SU 
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»! When was" fitst:(ordered! to: gointo: the 
fitlty enclosure, through a'sinall sort! of: door}, 
I- positively refused, and‘eadeayored to reason’ 
the 'before-named ‘Brook ‘Watson out of acon-! 
duct ‘so' derdgatory''to: every sentiment ‘of 
Honor and humanity but, all! ‘to»no ‘purpose; 
my ‘men! being foréed in the:den already ;' and: 
the Yaseal whothad the charge:of the’ prisoners;: 
dommanded: me! to go; immediately-in: among: 
thiePrestioo | meodw mor eto" yous ealoloiw 

He further‘added, thatithe place was: good) 
énough ‘for 4 rebel; that: ie’ was impertinent 
foreaicapital offerder:td ‘4tk' of ‘honor or hu- 
manity—chdtvany' ‘thing s.orfof a halter: was. 
too gdod‘for the-and that, that waldibe my: 

nisoot after bilanded: in: England+-for 
which (purpose’only bP wap:sent thither. 01: 
oF Aibout the ‘same ‘tine a Lieutenant among: 
thevxoried insulted ‘me:ini a” grievous manner) 
saying thao T'ought to: have»been executed for: 

npebelion: against New York, 4 ee dia) 
DN tp dn'iwhich; though) T !was hands 
dled pean a bite wit both hands, and: 
looked! Him’ partly down, . but ‘he: scrambled 
along \into ‘the ‘cabin, and I after him+therei 
ha:goteunder'the:proteetion of some meh with 

he [7% fixed) tuyonersy who were’ ordered’ to! make: 
~~ | reddy! to drive ime'into ‘the place before men» 
vitigzne ti or ew ge io dose .o 268 edi lo dous! 
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I challenged him to fight, notwithstanding 
the impediments that were on my hands, and 
had the exalted pleasure to see the rascal trem- 
ble for fear. | His:name I have forgotten, but 
Watson ordered: his guard to get me into the 
place with the other prisoners, dead or alive ; 
and I had almost.as leave die as do it, stand- 
ing it out till they environed me round with 
bayonets—and brutish, prejudiced, abandoned 
wretches they were, from whom I could ex- 
pect nothing but death or wounds. — 

. However, ‘I told them that they were good 
honest fellows-that: I could not blame them 
—that L-was only in dispute with a. calico 
merchant@iho knew not bow to: behave to- 
wards a gentleman of the military establish- 
ment. . This was-spoke rather to appease 
them for my:own, preservation, as well as: to 

_ treat; Watson with contempt 3 -but still Ifourd 
’ that they were determined to force me into 
the wretched circumstences, which their pre- 

-Judiced,.aad depraved minds had pie for 
me: Therefore rather than die, I, submitted 
to their indignities, being drove with bayonets 
into the filthy dungeon, with ‘the other prison-, 
ers, where we were denied fresh water, except 
a small allowance which was very inadequat 
to our wants—and in consequence of ‘the 
stench of the place, each of us was soon fol- 
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lowedi with |.a/ diarrhos: and: fever, which /6c- 
easioned |\an: intolerable; thirst: > When: we . 
asived! fot water, we were most commonly; in- 
stead» of ,obtaiing) it, insulted anil): derided-——@ 
and-to add tovall:the: horrors of :the :plades) it 
wasiso:| dark that) we: could not see each ve 

e. and) were, overspread with sbody licew: : 
had; notwithstanding these severities, full al- 
lowanbe df salt:provisions,:and) a.gill of) rum 
per day-+the latter ofiiwhich was ofthe utmost 
service to us;:and probably was the:means:of 
saving several ofiour lives. ilo 10 9908)') 

About forty daysine: existed!) inrthis .nan- 
ner, whem thecland’é/end of England:was dis- - 
eovenéd » from) the: mast: /:sbeadymmobn. afteit 
Which the: iprisoners!! were ; takefeirom their 
globmy. !abode;:i being: permiitted:\to! see , the 
gala agai pir og: an j 

siiwas) very refreshing.31'T p: follonss 
isi tea llanddad at Falmouth wok) ie eink 

o\Acfew }days before Uiwag taken prisoner, iI 
shifted! my ‘clothes} by whielp I happenedi:to 
bes taken \in a: Canadian dress; viziy'a short. 
fawn skin ijackéb, double breasted, am amdexs. 
‘yest/and breeches of fagabhy, worstedidtock: 
ings; a decent! pair'of-shoes, two: plain shirts, 
and: aired ) worsted:cap, . ‘This was all: the 
clothing: I> had, ‘in which I made: my: appedr- 

3 

auce ini England: «'! Quiiieot Yieeooon 
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When the prisoners were landed, multitudes 
of the citizens of Falmouth, excited by. curi- 
osity, crowded together to see.us, which was 

RKaqually gratifying to us. I. saw. numbers: of 
people on the top of houses, and the rising 
adjacent grounds were covered with them. of 
both sexvs. ; The throng, was:so great: that 
the king’s officers were obliged to draw their 
swords, and: force a passage'to Pendennis 
castle, which was.near'a mile from: the.towa 
where we. were. closely. confined, in conse- 
uence of orders. from Gen. Carlton, who 

then commanded in Canaday))) 9.0. iw. 
The rascally Brook Watson then set. out. 

for Londogiin great haste; expecting the re- 
ward of ‘his*zeal ; but. the miaistry received 
him, ‘as. [) have’ beén; since: informed, rather . 
coolly—for' the minority in parliameat took 
advantage,. arguing that the opposition 2 
wis a isd afegge was not a rebellion. 
{it is, (say'they) why do you not.execute, 

Col. Allen aioe diag to lear But:the. ma- 
jority argued that I ought to be executed, and 
.that the opposition was really a rebellion— 
but that iolioy obliged them not: to, do. it,’ 
inasmuch as the Congress had then. most pris- 
oners in their power—so that my being sent 
to England for the purpose of being executed, 
and necessity restraining them, was rathenia 



ETHAN ALLEN. 47 

foil on their laws and authority, and they con- 
sequently disapproved of my being sent thither. 
But I never had heard the least hint of thos 
debates’ in parliament, or of the working o 
me policy, until some time after I left: Eng- 
and: 
Consequently the reader will readily con- 

ceive 1 was anxious about my preservation, 
knowing that:I was in the power of a haughty 
‘and ‘cruel nation; considered as such. There- 
fore’ the first: proposition which I determined 
‘ia my‘own mind was, that humanity and moral 
suasion would: not be consulted: in the deter- 
mining of ‘my fate. And those: that daily 
came in great numbers, out of cumsity to see 
aera ie, on ‘simple united in this, 
that I would ‘be hanged. A gentleman from 
America, by the name of Temple, and who 
was sth Hh me, just whispered me in the | 
ear, and‘told me that bets were: laid in Lon- 
don, that I ‘would be executed—he likewise 

ttletome.. 
However, ‘agreeable to my first negative 

ieee gave mea guinea, but durst say but 3 

~ proposition; that:moral virtue would not influ- 
ence my destiny, I had ‘recourse to stratagem, 

ich Iwas in hopes would move in the ‘cir- 
of their*policy. I requested of the com- 

mander of the castle the privilege of writing 
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to Congress,, who)! after consulting |; withién 
officer that lived in:town, of .a superior nank, 
permitted :ime-to writes ::;Jwrote, in the foite 
‘ipartiofithe letter, :a:short» nattatiyeof :my!si- 
-treatnieht+—but; withal :Jet ithem ksow, : | that 
though I was treated as a criminal in England, 
-aad eontinudd in: itons, together, with those 
talien, «with: me, yet it; wassin:;consequenoe of 
the: orders ovhich the;;commander,of thei castle 
-reodived . from: Gen. |Carlton-and | therefore 
idesired) Gongressita: desist: from, :inatters:: of 
iretalidtion, until they! should) know:the ;result 
-of the government:at England, respecting their 

_ Geatment towabdd)me, andthe prisoners! with 
ame, and: @veriathemselvéaiaccordinglyy with ° 
ai: particolar request;i thatuif. setahiation ‘bhould 
ibeifaund necessary, that: it might beexercised 

cat decording to th»smalnessiof my chevacter 
_ iy America, butiiiy proportioncto, ithe ithport- | 
-anck of the! cause for: which bisnfferedas Mhis 
“is, seeing !to:myy present recollection; she 

-Yeubetance df ithe lettar-subscnibed:, Tloithé-1f- 
: © ‘Wustrious continental Congress. This Mttidr 

owas wrote witha view thet it:showld bd sent 
-toi theoministry at Londo, rather than ito Goq- 
Leela gee a. ea hen rmoidatesthe - hty 

“! igovernmbht, and.sereen mymeéck 
' ~the»halter. polzoupat | bier fee ‘lo it 

i | eye hy en Fé : . ' Fas ‘ 
ay ETA? iQ ISSEY aft olieno Oli lo (Ooi 

gma i 32s Hnes SOAP oS: 
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yiskhe, nextday the officer; from :whom.I — 
obtained license to; write,.came to) see: me, 
and frowned on me on account'of the impu- 
dence, of, the Jetter, as he-phrased it, and:fur- 
ther added, ‘Do you think that.we are:fools 
in, England, and would;.send. your. letter:-to 
Congress,. with instructions to retajiate on our 
own people.. ; I have,sent: your letter: to Lard’ 
North)... sagt : 
-.,, This gave me inwatd! satisfaction; though I . 
carefully concealed. it,:-with'a) pretended. re- 
sentment, for.I found. [had come! Yankee 
over. him, and, that the letter,had .gone: toh 
identical. person'I designed. it | for; though 

have uot, heard, any, thing of the letrer since’ 

My, personal treatment by. Lieut. Hamiltwoi, 
= who.commanded. the castley.was. very genet 

ous... He sent me; évery day/ai fine’ breakfast 
and. dinner from: his ewn:tablé,:and:a: bottle of 
good wing, , Another. aged. gentlenian, whose 
name,I cannot.recollect, sent nie a g00d:sup- 
per. But there was no distinction in: public 
support between, me and the privates-+weé all 
lodged on a sort. of Dutch \bunks,.in. one: com 
mon, apartment, -and,, Were | allowed, straw, 

' The, privates were well: supplied: with fresh 
provision, and with me took effectual’ mear 
sures to rid ourselvesiofliceni) v9) ©! exo 
sad3 .ecul! bOudcsas PAO! ol vec Wo gsolten 
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» Leould not but feel, inwardly, extremely 
anxious for my fate.’ ‘This I however ‘con+ 
cealed from the prisopers, as’ well as from the 
enemy, .who were perpetually shaking :the 
halter at me. I nevertheless treated them 
with scorn and contempt; and having sent 
my letter to the'ministry, ‘could conceive of 
nothing more in my power but to keep up my 
spirits, behave in a daring, soldier-like man- 

‘ner; that I might exhibit a good sample of 
Amerioun fortitude. Such a,conduct I judged 
would havea more-probable tendency: to my 
preservation than concession.and timidity. | 

This, therefore, was my deportment, and I 
had: lastly determined, in my: own’ mind, that 
if a cruel death. must inevitably be my portion, 
T. would face it undaunted, and though ! greatly 
rejoice: that. Ihave returned to my country 

- and friends, and to see the power and: pride 
of Great Britain humbléd—yet 1 am confident 
I could then die without the least appearance c 

-» Tuow clearly recolject: that my mind. was ir 
so resolved, that. I:'would not have trembled a 
or shown ‘the least fear, as I was sensible it fi 

| could notvalter my fate, nor'do more than re- He a 
proach my memory, make my_ last act: despi- o 
cable to my caemies, and eclipse the other Ww 

; > actions of my life. For I reasoned thus, that 
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_ nothing was: more ‘common than ‘for men to, 
die, with ‘their friends round them, weeping | 
and) lamenting over them, ‘but not able to help 
them,:which was in reality not different in the 
consequence of it'from such a death as I was 
‘apprehensive of. And:as death was the natural 
consequence of animal life; to which the laws 
of nature’ subject mankind, to be timorous and’ 
uneasy as to the event or manner of it, was 
inconsistent with the character ‘of ‘a philoso- 
pher or: soldier. "Fhe cause I’ was engaged’ 
in T sever viewed! worthy ‘hazarding my ‘life 
for, nor was'E, atthe most.critical moments’ 
of trouble, sorry that I engaged in*it—end as 
tothe work of spirits, though I knew nothing 
of the’ miode: or manner of it, expected never- 
theless, when I should ‘arrive at such a world, 
that I should be as-well treated as other gen- 
tlemen of my merit. |" ra res 

» Among’ the great numbers of people'who . 
came to the castle to:see the prisoners, somé 
gentlemen told me ‘that they had come fifty 
miles on purpose to see me, ‘and desired to 
asbk:me a number of questions, and to make 
free. with me in conversation.’ I gave for 
answer, that I chose freedom in every sense 
of the word. Then one of. thém asked me 
what my occupation in life had been? I an- 
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swered bimy,ithat im my. younger-days I: hod 
studied: divinity, ‘but swas.@..conjuror. by: pro- 
fession, - He replied that I. conjured. wrong 
at the’ time Iwas taken; and -F_was.obliged to 
own, that: L:mistock:a figure at that’ time, but 
that I':had conjured ithem, out of ‘Ticonderoga: 
This -was @ place of great notoriety in, Eng- 

avor. 

out, of close:copfinement, into aspacious green 
in‘ the castle; orvather parade, where numbers 
of — and, ladies were caiige to see and 
hear me... *. 9: 
ee often vebtbetsined poverty aad idacen: sith 
harangues: on: ‘the impraeticability: of Great 
Britain’S ‘conquering: the: then :colonies.. of 
Ameriea.; Atione of \these:times I: asked a 
gentleman fora bow! of ‘punchy and he ordered 
his :servent; to bring):it, which: he»did, and 
offered it:me; but I refused to take. it: fromthe 
hand ofhis servant) \\He then’ gave it to me 
with: his own: handy refusing to drink with me 
itv consequence-of: my: being ia. state criminal. 
However, 1 took the: punch: and: :drank it all 
down atone draught, and handed the gentle- 

. manthe bowl.) . This madé the —- 
well as myself merry... « 

land, so: ‘that the sj oheetioamed to goin my | | 

sTtiwas a sitereoen «thing | iforitine's to be taken a3 
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© expatiated ‘on American freedom. | This 
gained the resentment of ‘a young beardless 
gentleman of the company, who gave himself 
very great airs, and replied,.that he “knew 
the Americans very well, and was certain that - 
they could ‘not bear the'sinell of powder.’’ 
I replied, that 1 accepted it as a challenge, 
and was ready to convince him‘on the ‘spot _ 
that'an American could bear the’ smell of 
‘powder—at ‘which he answered that ‘he should 
not’ put ‘himself’ on’a par with ‘me? I-then 
demanded‘ of him to treat the character of the . 
Americans with dué respect. He answered 
that I was ‘an Irishman— but I @ssured him 
that I was a full blooded Yankee, and in fine, 
bantered him so'much that he left mein: pos- 
session of the field, und the laugh went against 
him.” ‘T'wo-clergymen ‘came to see me, and 
masmuch as they behaved with civility, I re- 

_tdrned ‘them the’ same: We diseoursed ‘on’ 
‘several parts of ‘moral philosophy and christ- 
janity—arid they seemed to be ‘surprised that 

 F should be’ acquainted’ with such’ topics, of 
_ that F'should understand ‘a syllogism ‘or regu- 

lar ‘mood of ‘argumentation. I am apprehén- 
sive my Canadian dress contributed ' not‘a lit- 
tle to the surprise, and excitement of ' curios- 
ity. To'see a gentleman in England; regu- 
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larly: dresged,.and well. behaved, would'be no 
sight at all—-byt such a rebel, as. they were 
leased to. call:.me, it is. probable was never 

before seen in England.. _.., ES ER 
. The prisoners; were landed, at Falmouth. a 
few.days,, before. Christmas, and ordered .on 

hoard of the Solebay frigate, Capt. Symonds, 
the eighth day of January, 1776, when our 
hand... irong.;,were,|taken ,off....This remove 
was.in. cansequence (as I have:since been in- 
formed) of,.a writ.of habeas corpus, which 
had been procured; by.some gentlemen:in En 
gland, in.order to obtain me my: liberty. 

ihe Solabay ith sundey other.men. of 
war; and), about forty transports, rendezyoused 
at. the cove of QGork in. Ireland, to take, “a 
promsionand water.) jo. oS este ty oo) 

Capt, Symonds. ordered all the prisoners, and 
mostof., the. bands on. board, to go.on deck, 
and:caused to; be read in their, hearing ‘a. cer- 
tain code of Jaws, or rules for the regulation 
and ordering of their in th and then in 9 
sovereign manner, ordered the. prisoners, me. 
in. particular, off the deck, and i come 
on jt.again ; for, said he, this. isa place for 

slemen,to, walk, So I went off, an officer, 
ollowing me, who told me, that he would 
show me the place allotted for me, and took 

ae a Le ee ee oe. ee We 
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me down,to the cable eas saying, to-me, this 
is your place. bi 

rior to this I. had taken cold,. by which I, 
was in an ill state of health, and did, not, say 
much to. the officer; but: stayed there; that 
night, consulted ;,my polic: »,and, found Iwas. 
in an evil case; that.a aptain of..a. man at 
war was more, arbitrary, than. a King, 
could, view his etary with a look r) ‘hip 
eye, anda, ahonamanh his finger command- 
ed.ohedience,—-l felt myself more despond 
hon I; +had...done, at, any, time. before ; 
concluded; it| to. be a governmental, scheme, 10 
do that clandestinely, which policy, fort to ote 
cape ene sanction, of public. j avtan sat 

WEE | Te j alter I ey and 
oT, Ep well hh veal and, went 
deck, +i spoke so, mein agreat 

oe and said, ‘‘ Did 1 not.order you, not to’ 
| deck ?” , Lanswered:hiun, that at the 

- same:time:hp said,‘ That.it: v vane vay 
for, gentlemen..to,. walk ;?? i was Col 
Ales bath had or haps properly intro ve 
‘a He replied, $G-—d: damn you, Sir. 
be careful not, to mah the, ges si "ol. he 

" ment, and ever fs and mal lke athe 
ner-he had directed, except w pnyiet ones 
tain times afterwards, ordered me ‘fn A pass, 
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sion,’;'I would.then directly afterwards go 
‘on again, telling him to command his slaves, 
that I’ was a gentleman, and had ‘a right to 
walk ‘the deck; yet when he expressly or- 
dered me off, I obeyed, ‘not-out of obedience | 
to him, but’ to set: an ‘example to his ‘ship’s 
crew, who ought to obey him.” bi: Se 
"To walk’to'the‘windward side of the deck, 

is, according to custom, the prerogative of the 
Captain of the man’ of war, though he oftén- 
tines, nay’ commonly walks with ‘his Lieu- 
tenants, when no strangers ate ‘by. When a 
Captain from ‘some other ‘man of’ war comes 
on board, the'Captains ‘walk'to ‘the windward 
side, ‘and the’other gentlemen ‘to the leeward. 
’"Te was but afew nights P lodged in the'cable 
tire)’before I gained’ an acquaintance with the 
master of "dems. Flis nanve*was Gillegen; an 
Irishman, ‘who’ was ‘a generous‘and well : dis- 

| posed men, and it'a friendly manner made me 
| proffer of living ‘with him ft a ‘little’ birth, 
which was allotted him’ betweén’ decks, arid 
enclosed’ with cativas ;" his’ preferment’on — 
pr rn equal to vow vey jeant in 
a regiment. I ‘was comparatively py in 
the accept @ of his’ ementy ‘eid ved 
with “him in’ friendship, until’ the frigate’ an- 
chored in the ‘harbor of Cape Fear, North 
Carolina, in America: am (Ba win 
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oj Nothing) of material:consequence beppéned 
until, the. flees ,rendezvoused atthe cove of 
Cork, ,except-a violent, storm: which . brought 
old: hardy sailors) to theix. prayers. ) Tr was 
soda-tamored im Cork that I was on board.the 
Solebay, with:.a sumber, of :prisoners., from 
Americe—upon ‘which | Messrs. Clarke and 
Hays, ace: ":cutein company, and. a number, 
of other ‘-vevolently disposed, gentlemen, 
contributed:-largely to the relief. and. | support 

"ofthe: prisoners, who: were thirtyfour in nume 
ber, and in. very needy circumstances. 
suit! of elathes from. head to foot,,including aa: 
overcoat, or sustout, and two shirts, were ber 
stowed > sy ded sheets: My suit. <_< 
in;,superfine! broadcloth, |; sufficient for two 
Jackets, ‘and: two pair of: breeches, overplus, of 
8 suit throughout, eight apse. pk pin yp 
socks|ready mada, witha umber of pairs of 

i -worated hose, two, pair, of shaes, two 
benver hats;.one of which was )sent me richly 
aera al by, Mr. James Bonwell. . .The 
Trish gentlemen furthermore made 9, Jarge 

‘atuity of wines of the best sort, ‘old spitits, 
neva, loaf and brown sugar, coffee, ted and 

chocolate, with a large round of pickled beel, 
and.a number,of fat turkies, with many other 

stores, too tedious te men- 
, 

iit} : 
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tion here. © To the privates they. bestowed to 
each man two* pounds of tea, and six pounds 
of sugar. “These articles were received ‘on — 
board,:at a time when the Captain and first 
Lieutenant were gone on shore, by permission 
of ‘the second Lieutenant, ‘a handsome’ young 
gentleman, who was then ‘under’ twenty ‘years 
of age; his name was' Douglass, the son of 
Admiral ‘Douglass, as I have‘been informed. 
‘Ag ‘this munificence was so‘unexpected and 

sntiful, ‘i’ may: add ‘needful, it impressed’ on 
My. mind the highest sense of gratitude towards 
pF ca gaa i I was'not only supplied 

_ with the’ necessaries and conveniences of life, 
but’ with the’ grandeur and ‘superflaities ‘of it. 
Mr. Hays, ‘one of ‘the donators before men- 
tioned, came’ on board, and behaved in the. 
most obliging manner, telling me that he hoped 
my troubles ‘were past, for that the gentlemen 
of Cork determined to make my sea-stores 
@qual’ to the Captain of the Solebay’s; he 
made a proffer of live stock, and wherewith to 
support them—but I knew this would be de- 
nied.’ And.to crown all, did send to me by 
another person fifty guineas, but I could not 
reconcile the receiving the whole to my own 
feelings, as it might have the appearance of 
avarice ; and therefore received but seven 
guineas only ; and am confident not only from 

J 
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the’ exercise of ‘the ‘present welletimed gene- 
rosity, but from a large acquaintance with gen- 
tlemen of this nation, that as a ‘people they 
excel in liberality and bravery. 
“. -F'wo days after the receipt of the aforesaid 
donations, Captain Symonds came:on board, 
full of envy towards the prisoners, and swore 
by all that is good, that the damned American 
rebels should’ not be feasted at this rate by 
the damned rebels of Ireland ;' he therefore 
took away all my liquors before-mentioned, 
except some of the wine which was’ secreted, 
and a'two gallon jug of. old spirits which was 
reserved ‘for me,! per favor of: Lieutenant 
‘Douglass.. The taking-my liquors was abom- 
inable in-his sight; he:therefore spoke in my 
‘behalf, until the:Captain was angry with him. 
And ‘in ‘consequence, tt of and took 
away all the tea and sugar whith had been 
Biven to the other prisone's, and: confiscated 
it to the use of theship’s crew. Our clothing 
was ‘not taken away,,but the privates: were 
forced to ilo duty on board. » Soon after this . 
‘there came a.boat to the side of the ship, and 
‘Capt. Symonds asked a gentleman’ that was 
i ity in. my: hearing, what his business was, « 
who" answered that be was sent to deliver ” 
some sea-stores to Col. Allen, which, if I re-*- 
member right, he said were sent from Dublin ; 
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but the: Captain damned -him very. heartily, 
ordered, him:away from: the: ship, end would 
not; suffer: him to deliver. the stores, I was 
furthermore informed, that the. gentlemen,io 
Cork requested of Captain. Symonds that I 
might be: allowed to. come into the. city, and 
that, they. would be responsible I:sbould return 
to- the frigate at;a given time, which, was, de+ 
nied them! : i ep sal sits ayy ole sf pave 

We sailed: from England ‘the | 8th. day; of 
January, and: from the:coveof Cork:the 12th 
day of February: Just, before we sailed, the 
prisoners ‘with me were divided, and, ; put, on 
board, thtee!.different; ships of war... This 
gave me some uneasiness, fon they. were ta‘a 

ngealous: in the; cause of liberty, ,and. | be+ 
ved with a becoming: fortitude ia the various 

scenes of their-captivity ;, but those who were 
disttibuted, oh board other ships -of; war, .were 
much better used than: those» that tanried, with 
‘me, as appeared afterwards. ; When the fleet, 
consisting of about; fgrtyfive ‘sail, including 
fortyGve «men of ‘war; sailed,,from the cove 
‘with ai fresh breeze, the appearance was beaa- 
tiful; abstracted, from the ene hloody 

» designe they ‘had! in. views W 
_ © maity days before amighty stotm.arose, which 

* lested!: twentyfour hours without. intermission. 

@ had not seiled 

The ‘Winds dlew with relentless fury, and no 

i] 
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man could: remain on atuk, ...cept ihe was 
Jashed fast, for the waves rolled over the deck 
by ‘turns, with a forcible rapidity, and: every 
soul on board was anxious for the preservation 
of the ship, alias their lives. In this.storm 
the Thunder-bomb man of war sprang a leak, 
and was afterwards floated to'some part of the 
_eoastvof Hngland,'and the crew saved. We 
were then said to bein the Bay of Biscay. 
After the storm abated, I could plainly discern 
that: the prisoners: were ‘better used for some 
considerable time. beds 3 ,. 

. Nothing :of consequence happened after 
this, till we had sailed to the island of Madeira, 
except a certain: favor: which |: ‘received of 
Captain Symonds, in consequence of an appli- 
cation I-made tq him; for the privilege: of | his 
tailor :to.:make a suit:.of clothes: of the cloth 
bestowed ion me in Ireland, whichhe gener- 

" ously granted; ‘*T:could: then walk the deck 
with a:seeming better grace. When we:had. 
reached Madeira, and anchored, sundry gen«: 
tlemen, with: the Captain, went on shore, who 
I conelude, gave the rumor that I was. in the _ 
frigate ; upon which} soon after found’ frish 
generosity was again excited ; fora gentleman 
of this nation sent ‘his clerk on board, to know, 
of me if I-would accept a sea-store from him, 
particularly of :wine. ‘This mat 
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known to the generous Lieut. Douglass, who 
readily granted’ me the favor, provided: the 
articles could be brought on board during the 
time of his command:; adding that it would be 
a pleasure to him to serve me, notwithstanding | 
the opposition he met«with before. So I di- 
rected ‘the -gentleman’s clerk to inform: him 
that I was greatly im need of so signal a\chari- 
ty, and desired’ the young gentlem’n to make 
the utmost despatch, which he did; ‘but in 
the mean time, Capt. Symonds and his officers 
came on board, and immediately made ready - 
for sailing—the wind af the same time being 
fair, set sail when the young: gentleman was in 
fair sight with the aforesaid store. ie 

- ''Phereader: will doubtless : recollect’ the 
seven guineas I received ‘at the cove of Cork. 
These enabled'me to purchase of the purser 
what I wanted, had. not the Captain ‘strictly 
forbid it; though I. made. sundry apolications. 
fo him for that purpose ; but his answer to | 
me, when I was sick, ‘was, that it was no mat- 
ter how soon [ was dead, and that’ he was:no 

_ Ways anxious to preserve the lives. of ‘rebels, 
butiwished them ell dead ; and indeed ‘that 
was the language of. most of the ship’s crew. 
I expostulated not only with the Captain but 
with other :gentlemen on board; on the un- 
reasonableness of such. usage’; inferring, that 
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inasmuch as the government in England did 
not proceed ‘against me as a capital: offender, 
they should not’; for that they were by no 
means’ empowered: by’ any authority, either 
civil or military, to do so: for the English 
government had acquitted me by sending me. — 
back a prisoner of war to’ America, and that 
they should treat ‘me as such. I further 
drew an inference of impolicy on them, pro- 
vided’ they should, by hard usage,. destroy my. 
life’; inasmuch as I might; if living, redeem 
one of their offiérs ; but the Captain replied, 
that he needed no directions of ‘mine how to: 
treat a rebel ; that the British would conquer 
the American rebels, hang the Congress, and: 
suchas promoted the rebellion, me in par- 
ticular, and: retake’ their own ‘prisoners ; so 
that ‘my life was of no consequence’ in the 
‘scale r their policy. © I gave him for answer, 
that if they ‘stayed till they conquered Amer-’ 
ica before they hanged me, I should die of 

' old age, and desired’ that till. such an event 
took place, he would at least allow me to pur- 
chase of the purser, for my own money; sth 
articles as I greatly needed ; but he would 
not’ permit it,-and when I reminded ‘him of 
the generous and civil usage that their prison- 
ers in captivity in America met with, he said 
that it was not owing to their goodness, but 

‘ 
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to their timidity ; for, said he, they expect to 
be conquered, and therefore dare |not misuse, 
our prisoners, and in fact this was the language 
of the British officers till Gen. Burgoyne was 
.takenj#(happy event) and not only of the offi- 
cers, but of the whole British army. . 1 appeal 
to my brother prisoners, that, haye. been with 
the British in the. southern department, for a 
confirmation of what I have advanced on this 
subject. The surgeon’ of the Solebay, whose 

.. mame is North, was avery humane. and -ob-; 
“. liging man, and took the. best, eure; of, the 

prisoners who were sick. 199) 
. The. third. day..of May we cast. anchor in; 
the harbor of } Cape Fear, in North Carolina, 
as did Sir Peter Parker’s ship of fifty guns. a 
little back of ‘the bar, for there was no, depth 
of water for him.to come into the harbor. 
These two men of war and fourteen sail of 
transports and others, came after,so that most 
Of, the fleet. rendezvoused. at Cape Fear, for 
three, weeks. The soldiers on board the 
transports were sickly, in consequence of so 
lang a passages—add ‘ to this, the.small pox, 
catriéd off many of them : they: landed on the 
main and formed a camp, but the riflemen — 
annoyed them, and caused them to move to an 
island in the harbor—but such cursing of 
riflemen I never heard, tt HR 
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 A‘détachment of regulars was sent up Bruns- 
wick' river; as they landed, were fired on by 
those marksman, and they ‘came back: next 
day, damning thé rebels for their unmanly way 
of fighting, and swearing that they woulf give 
no’ quarter, for they took sight’ at them; and’ 
were behind timber, skulking about. One of 
the detachments said they lost one man—but 
a negro man who was with them, and heard: 
what was said, soon affer told me ‘that he 
helped to bury’ thirtyone of them. ‘This did 

' Me some ‘good to find my countrymen giving 
them battle—for I'never heard such swagger- 
ing’ds afnorg! Gen. Clinton’s tittlé army, who 
commanded: at that time, and I am apt tothink 
there were four thousand men, though not two- 
thirds of ‘them fit for'duty. I heard numbers 
of them say, that the trees in America should 
hang well with fruit’ that campaign, for! they 
would ‘give’ no ‘quarter. This was in: the 
fiouths ‘of “most whom I ‘heard’ speak on'the 
stibject, officer as well ‘as soldier.~ 1 wished. 
at that time my countrymen ’knew as well ast 
did‘what @ murdering and ‘difeh. egemy whey” 
had ito deal with ;' but’ expe iss 
taught ‘this country, what they dre to ‘expect 
atthe hands of "Britons when in their'power. 
““Phe prisoners who had been sent on board 
different men of war'at the cove of Cork; were 

i Carey! * 
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collected together, and the whole of them put 
on board the Mercury frigate, Capt.. James 
Montague, except one of the Canadians, who 
died on the passage from Ireland, and Peter 
Nobl@ who made his escape from the Sphynx 
man of war in this harbor, and by extraordi- 
hary swimming, got safe home to: New Eng- 
land, and gave intelligence of the usage of his 
brother prisoners. The Mercury set sail 
from this port for Halifax, about the 20th of 
May, and Sir Peter Parker was about to sail 
with the land: forces, under the command of 
Gen., Clinton, for the; reduction of Charles- 
ton, the capital-of' South Carolina, and when 

_ Pheard of his defeat in’ Halifax, it gave me. 
. . Inexpressible satisfaction. : 

- Tnow, found myself under.a worse Captain 
than ‘Symonds’; for Montague was loaded 
with prejudices against every body, and every 
thing that was not stamped with royalty’; and 
being by nature underwitted, his. wrath was 
heavier than the others; or at. least’ his mind 
was in no instance liable to,.be diverted by. 

J sense, himpor or bravery, of which Sy- 
ds'Was by turns susceptible. A Captain 

Francis Proctor was added to. our number of 
prisoners when we’ were first put. on! board 
this ship, This gentleman. had formerly be- 
longed to the English'service. The Captain, 

« 
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and in fine all the gentlemen of the ship, were 
very. much incensed against. him, and put him 
in irons without the least provocation, and he 
was continued in this miserable situation about 
three months. In this. passage the prisoners 
were infected. with the scurvy, some more 
and some less, but. most of them. severely. 
The ship’s crew was to a great. degree trou- 

; that it was catché 
ing... Several of the crew. died of. it on their 
passage.. 1, was weak and feeble, m.:cénse- 
quence of so Jong and cruel a captivity, yet 
had but little of the. scurvy...) 2.4.00), 
_, The purser was again expressly forbid by 
the Captain to let me have any, thing out of 
his store--upon, which I went on. deck, au:i 
in the handsomest. manner, requested the favor 
of purchasing: a few necessaries of the purser, 
which was denied. me. He. further told.me, 
that 1 should be hanged as soon:as I. arrived 
at Halifax. I tried to reason: the, matter with 
him, but found him: proof against reason... J 
also-held.-up his, honor to, view, and, his, be- 
havior to.me.and.the prisoners in. general, a 
being: derogatory. to it, but, found his honor 
impenetrable, 1. then endeavored. to touch 
his humanity,. but: he had none ;. for, his. pre- 
possession of bigotry to. his own, party, bad 
gonGirmed in 'him in an opinion that:no-human- 
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ity was due to unroyalists, but seemed to 
think that heaven and earth were made merely 
to’ gratify the King and his creatures. He 
uttered considerable unintelligible and  grovel- 
ling ‘ideas, a little tinctured with Monarchy, 
but stood well.to, his text of hangingme. He 
afterwards forbid his surgeon to administer eny 
help to the sick prisoners. I was every night 

‘shut down in the cable tire, with the rest of 
the prisoners, and we all lived. miserable while 
under bis power. But I received some gene- 
rosity- from ‘several ‘of the midshipmen, who 
in a, degree; alleviated my misery. One of 
their names! was Putrass, the names of’ the 
others I. do‘not 'recollect-Lbut they Were ob- 
liged to be private in the bestowment of their 
favor, which was, sometimes good ‘wine’ bit- 
ters, and at others a generous drink of grog. | 
‘Sometime in the first week of June, we 
came to anchor at the Hook off New York, 
Where we remained but three days ; in which 
time Gov. Tryon, Mr. Kemp, the old At- 

- 'torney General of New’ York, and ‘several 
Other | ‘sista and overgtown tories’ and 
land-jobbers came on board. ‘Tryon viewed 
me with a ‘stern countenance as I ‘was walkin 
on the ieeward side of the detk with the’ i 
shipmen—and he and his companions were: 
Walking with the Captain and Lieutenant ‘on 
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' the windward side of the same, but never 
spoke to me, though it is altogether probable 
that’ he thought of the old quarrel. ‘between 
him, the old government of New York, and 
the Green Mountain Boys. \ Then they went 
with the Captain into the. cabin,, and the same 
afternoon returned, on board, a vessel which 
lay near the. Hook, where ‘at that time. they 
took sanctuary from the resentment of, their 
injured; country. | What passed , between the 
officers of the ship and these visitors 1 know 
Hot ; but/this I know, that. my, treatment from 

_ the principal, officers, was. more’ severe after- 
wards. Mii SOTTO § Oa a ate if 

We arrived at, Halifax: not, far, from. the 
middle of June, where the ship’s, crew, which 
was infested with the scurvy, were taken on 
shore, and shallow trenches dug, into, which 
they were put, and partly, covered with earth, 
Indeed ‘every proper measure was, taken for 
their relief. The prisoners were not permit- 
ted any sort of medicine, bat were put on 
board. a sloop which Jay in the harbor, near 
the town of Halifax, surrounded with several 
men of war and their tenders, and @ guard 
constantly set over them, night andway. ‘The 
sloop we had wholly to ourselves, except the 
guard. who occupied the forecastle ;, here. w 
were cruelly pinched with hunger. , Iteeem 
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to me that we had not more than one-third of 
the common allowance. We were'all seized 
with violent ‘hunger and: faintness—we divided 
our seanty allowance as exact'as possible. TI 
shared'the same fate with the rest, and though 
they offered me more than an’ even share, I. 
refused to accept it, as it was a’ time of sub- 
stantial distress, Which, in my opinion, I ought 
to’ partake equally with the rest, and’ set an 
example of ‘virtue: and fortitude 'to our little 
commonwealth. °°» pte Sue: 
“ [sent letter’ after letter to’ Capt. Montagu’ 
who-still’ had the care’ of ‘us, and also.to his 
Lieutenant, whose name I cannot call to mind, 
but could obtain no answer, much less'a redress 
of ‘grievaices ; and to’add tothe calamity, 
hear @ dozen of the’prisoners were dangerously 
ilP'of' the scurvy.’ T° wrote private letters to 
the’ doctors,’ to’ procuré, if’ possible, ‘some 
Femedy ‘for the’ sick, but in vain.’ The chief 
physician came by in @ boat so close that the 
oars ‘touched the sloop we were in, and I 
uttered my complaint in the genteelest' manner 
to him, but he neverso muchas turned his head, 
it thade me any answer, though I continued 
speaking till he got out of hearing. Ourcause 
then become very deplorable. Stilt ‘kept 
writing to the Captain, till he ordered ‘the 
guards, as they told me, not to bring any more 
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letters from me to him. In the nean timean 
event happened worth relating. One of the 
men almost dead of the scurvy, laid by the 
side of the sloop, and a canoe of Indians com- 
ing by, he purchased two quarts of strawber- 
ries, and eat them at once,.and it almost cured 
him. The money ‘he gave for them, was all: 
the money he had in ihe’ world. After that 
we tried every way to procure more of that 
fruit, reasoning from analogy that they might 
have the same effect on others ‘infected: with 
the same disease, but could ‘obtain none.’ ) 

Meanwhile the Doctor’s mate'of the Mer- 
_ eury came privately on board the prison sloop, 

and presented me: with a largesvial of smart 
drops, which proved té be god for the scurvy, 
though vegetables and ‘some other ingredients 
were requisite fora cure ; but the drops gave 
at least a check to the disease. “This. wag a 
well-timed exertion’ of humanity=— bat’: the: 
doctor’s namie has slipped ‘my mind“+and ‘in 
my opinion was the means ‘Of ‘saving the ‘lives 
of several men. EL 
“The guard: which was set over us; was ‘by’ 

this time touched with the feelings’ of compais- 
sion ; and I finally trusted one of them with 
8 latiamimf complaint to Governor Arbuthnot; 
of ‘which he found means to commus: 

lvhich had the desired efféot~fow 
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the Governor sent an officer and. surgeon, on 
hoard the. prison sloop, to. know, the,truth. of 
the complaint... The: officer’s, name; was 
Russel, who held the rank o ‘Lieutenant, and 
treated mein. a. friendly and polite manner, 
and was,really angry at the pom and unmanly 
usage the, prisoners met. with ;.and with. the 

surgeon made' a.report of matters,to Governgr 
Arbuthnot, who.either by his order or, influy 
ones: took ee next day from the. prison. sloop 
to, Halifax:igaol, where J first. become ac- 
uainted » i the now, Hon.,. James. Lovely 
sq/, one of,the members af Congress for, the 

Stata.of Massachusetts ere ‘The sick were, 
taken: to tlie: heepitel,,and. the. Canadian - 
Were effective, were.employed, in the. 
works ;:and when their countrymen. were. a 
so Steg and; joined. them, 
peng L-figerted:the King’s eraploy, and were, 
pcter mf ot Biel asslong as — nuntiie 

pesoners, co it ne, Ww 

was itil: neap,.the omiddle of, October... We, 
were on board the prison sloop, about. six, 

niddleol, Augie a oop pear the | 
middle.of st evera Our etigish; 
Anerjean fe who were cured.o i) 

f end let made their esquuasiaon 
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[had now but thirteen with me of :thoge, | 
that were taken in Canada, and remained ‘in 
gaol with me in Halifax, who in addition to 
to those that were*imprisoned before, made 
our number about thirtyfour, who were all 
locked up in one common large room, without 
regard to rank, education, or any other accom- 
plishment, where we continued from the’ set- 
ting to the rising sun; and as sundry of them. 
were infected with the: gaol and other: distem- 
pers, the furniture of this spacious room con- 
sisted most principally of excrement tubs. 
We eetitionl for a removal of the: sick: into 
the hospitals, but were denied. | We remon- 
strated against the ungenerous usage of being 
confined with the privates, as being contrary 
to the laws‘and custoins of nations, and» parx 
ticularly ungrateful in them, in consequence 
of the gentleman-like usage which the: British 
imprisoned officers met with in Americas 
and: thus we wearied ourselves,, petitioning 
and remonstrating, but to no: purpose. atvall-—+ 
for Gen. Massey, who commanded at Halifax, 
was as inflexible as the devil himself—a'fine 

f ve this for Mr. Lovell, member: of 
‘the continental Congress!) gusibow! 

- Lieutenant Russel, whom I have meationed 
before, ‘came to visit me in prisoa,:'and 
assured me that he had done his utmost tp <« **- 

| q Bs 
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procure my parole for enlargement—at which 
a British Captain, who was then the town- 
major, expressed compassion for the gentle- 
men, confined in the filthy’ place, and assured 
me that he had used his influence to procure 
their enlargement; his name was near like Ram- 
sey. -Among the prisoners there were five in 
number, who had a legal claim to.a parole, viz. 
James Lovel, Esq.; Capt: Francis Proctor, ° 
a Mr. Houland, master of a continental armed 
vessel, a Mr. Taylor, his mate, and my- 
self. ! 

Asto the article of provisions, we were well 
served, much better than in any part of my 
captivity ; and) since it was Mr. Lovel’s mis- 
fortune and mine to be™ prisoners, and in so 
wretched ‘circumstances, 1 was happy that we 
were together, as a mutual support ‘to each 
other, and to the unfortunate prisoners with 
us. - 

I had nogpeen in this gaol many days before 
a-woreby’and charitable woman, Mrs. Blacden 
by name, supplied me with a good dinner of 
fresh meats every day, with garden fruit, and 
sometimes with a bottle of wine; notwith# 
standing’ which I had not been more u 
three weeks in this place before I lost:all ap- 
petite to the most delicious food bythe git 
distemper, as sundry of the prisoners, particu: 

a ae te ee ae. eo 
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larly, a serjeant Moore, a man of courage and 
fidelity... [ have several times seen him hold 
the boatswain of the Solebay frigate, when he 
attempted to strike him, and laughed him out 
of conceit of using him as a slave. 
A doctor visited the sick, and did the best, 

as.I suppose, he could for them, to no ap- 
parent. purpose. 1 grew weaker and weaker, 
as did the. rest., Several of them could not 
help.themselves., At last I reasoned in. m 
own mind, that raw onion would be good. 
made use of it, and found immediate relief by 
it, as did the sick in general, particularly ser- 
geant Moore, who it recovered almost from 
the shades: ThoughI had met with a little 
revival, still I found the malignant hand of 
Britain had greatly reduced my constitution 
with stroke upon stroke. Esquire Lovel and 
myself used every argument and entreaty. that 
could be well conceived, of in order to. obtain 
gentleman-like usage, to no purpose... I then 
wrote General Massey as severe a letter as I 
possibly. could, with my friend Lovel’s assist- 
ance. The contents of it was to give the 
British, as a nation, and him as an indivi al, 
their true character. This roused the rascal, 

for he.could not bear to see his ls ol 
tion’s deformity in that transparent letter, 
which I sent him; he therefore put himself 



isc ate tlt a es te 

si Sie ec NDI: ANNE. AE ERE LANL LAA ALE LALO AL OR OER ARON Ti, 

‘76 NARRATIVE OF 

in a great rage about it, and shewed the letter 
to’a number of British officers, particularly — 
to Capt. Smith of the Lark frigate, who in- 
stead of joining with him in disapprobation, 
commended the spirit of it ; upon which Gen. 
‘Massey said to him, Do you take the part of 
a rebel against me ? Capt. Smith answered, 
‘that he rather spoke his sentiments, and there 
‘was a dissension in an opinion between them. 
Some officers took the part of ‘the General, 
and others of the Captain. This I was. in- 
formed of by a gentleman who had it from 
‘Capt. Smith. . 

n a few days after this the prisoners: were 
ordered to go on board of a man of war, which 
was bound for New York; but two of them 
‘were not able to go on board, and were left 
at Halifax ; one died, and the other recovered. 
This ‘was about the 12th of October, and 
‘soon after I had got on board, the Captain sent 
‘for me in particular to come on the quarter 
‘deck. I went, not knowing that it was Capt. 
Smith, or ‘his ship at that time, and expected 
to meet the same rigorous usage I had com- 
‘monly met with, and prepared my mind ac- 
‘cordingly ; but when I came on deck, the 
Captain met me with his hand, welcomed me 
‘to his ship, invited me to dine with him that 
day, and assured me that I should be treated 
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as a gentleman, and: that he had given orders 
that I should be treated with respect by the 
ship’s crew. This was so unexpected and 
sudden a transition that it drew tears from my 
eyes——which all the ill usage I had before met 
with was not able to produce—nor could I at 
first hardly speak, but soon recovered myself, 
and expressed my gratitude for so unexpected 
a favor, and let him know that I felt anxiety 
of mind in reflecting that his situation and 
mine was such that it was not probable that it 
would ever be in my power to return the 
favor. Capt. Smith replied, that he had no 
reward in view, but only treated’ me as.a gen- 
tlaman ought to be treated ; he said, this is,.a 

able world, and one gentleman never knows 
but that it may: be in his, power to help ano- 
ther. Soon after I found this to be the same 
Capt. Smith who took my part against Gen. 
Massey ; but he never mentioned any thing 
of it to me, and I thought it impolitic in me 
to interrogate him as to any disputes ‘which 
nifght have arisen between him and the Gen- 
eral on my account, as I was a. prisoner, and 
that it was his option to make free wi.hime 
on’that subject, if he pleased’; and if she did 
not, I might take it for granted that. it would 
be unpleasing for me to query about it, though 
I: had a -sttong propensity to converse with 
him on that subject. 

7 
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718 NARRATIVE OF 

I dined with the Captain agreeable to his 
invitation, and oftentimes with the ‘Lieuten- 
ants, in the gun room, but in general eat and 
drank with my friend Lovel, and the other 
gentlemen, who were prisoners with me where 
Talso slept. 
We had a little birth enclosed with canvas, 

between decks, where we enjoyed ourselves 
very well, in hopes of an exchange ; besides 
our friends at Halifax had a little notice of 
our departure, and supplied us with spirituous 
liquor, and many articles of provision for the 
coast. Captain Burk having been taken pris- 
oner, was added to our company (he had com: 
manded an American armed vessel) and ¥ 
generously treated by the Captain and all 
officers of the ship, as well as myself. 
We now had ‘in all near thirty prisoners on 

board, ‘and as we were sailing along the coast, 
if IT recollect right, off Rhode Island, Captain 
Burk, with an under officer of the ship, whose 
name'I do not recollect, came to our little 
birth, proposed to kill Capt. Smith and’ fhe 
principal officers of the frigate and take it ; 

 ad@ing’ that there was 35,0001 sterling in the 
game. Capt. Burk likewise averred that a 
trong party out of the ship’s crew was in. the 
conspiracy, and urged me and the gentlemen | 
that'was with me to use our influence. with 
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the private prisoners, to execute the design; 
and take the ship, with the cash, into one of 
our own ports. 

Upon which I replied, that we had been 
too well used on board to:murder the officers ; 
that I could by no means reconcile it to my 
conscience, and ‘that in fact it should not be 
done 3:and while. I: was yet speaking, my 
friend Lovel confirmed what I had said, and 
further pointed out the ungratefulness of such 
an'act; that it did not fall short of murder, 
and in fine all the gentlemen in the birth, op- 
posed Capt. Burk and his colleague. But 
they strenuously urged that the conspiracy 
\ be found out, and that it would cost 
tig their lives, provided they did not execute 
their design. [then ‘interposed spiritedly, 
and putian end to further arguments on the 
subject, and told them that they might rap 
upon it, upon tay honor, that: [ would faith- 
fully guard Capt. Smith’s life.. If they should 
attempt the ‘assault, I would assist him, for 
they desired me to remain neuter, and that the 
same honor that guarded Capt. Smith’s life, 

_ would also guard theirs’; and it was agreed 
by those present not to reveal the conspiracy, 
to the intent that no man should ‘be put to 
death in consequence of what had been pro- 
jected ; and Capt. Burk and his ‘colleague 
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went to: stifle the matter among their asso- 
ciates. I could not help calling to mind what 
Capt. Smith said to me, when I first came on 
board: “ This is a mutable world, and one 
gentleman never knows but that tt may be in 
his power to help another.’’ | Capt. Smith and 
his officers still behaved with their usual cour- 
tesy, and I never heard any more of the con- 
spiracy. 

We arrived before New York, and cast an- 
chor the latter part of October, where we re- 
mained ‘several days, and where Capt. Smith | 
informed me,, that he had reéommended: me 
to Admiral Howe and. General Sir William 
Howe, as a gentleman:of honor and veragay> 
and desired that I might be treated as i 
Capt: Burk was then ordered on board a 
prison-ship in the: harbor. I took:my leave 
of Capt. Smith, and with the other prisoners 
was sent on board'a transport-ship, which lay 
in the harbor, commanded by Capt. Oraige, 
who took me into: the cabin with him and_ his 
Lieutenant. . I fared as they did, and was: in 

~ every respect well treated inc uence of 
directions from Capt: Smith. | In a few weeks — 
after this I bad the happiness to.part with my 
friend Lovel)(for his: sake, who the enemy 
affected to treat as a private ; he was a'geit- 

— tleman of -merit;:and liberally educated, ’but 
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had :no ‘commission ;-they maligned him on 
account of his: unshaken attachment to the 
cause of his country.) He was exchanged 
for Governor Phillip Skene of the British. 
I was continued in this ship till the latter part 
of November, where | contracted an acquaint- 

_ ance. with a Captain of the British — his 
name has slipped my memory.' He’ was what 
we may call a genteel hearty fellow. 1 re- 
member an expression of his over'a bottle of 
wine, to this import : ‘* That there is great- 
ness of soul for personal friendship to subsist 
between you and me, as we are upon opposite 
sides, and may at another day be obliged: to 
face each other in the field.”” I am confident 
that*he was as faithful as any officer in the 
British army. At another sitting he offered 
to beta dozen of wine that Fort Washington 
would be inthe hands of the British in three 
days. I stood the- bet, and would had I 
known that that would have been the: case, 
and the third day afterwards we heard a pro- 
digious heavy cannonade, and that: day the | 
Fort was taken sure enough. : Some:months 
after, when I was on: parole, he called upon 
me with his usual humor, and mentioned the 
bet. I acknowledged. I had  lost'it, but he 
said he didnot mean to take it then; as I was 
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me, when .their army came to Bennington. 
I replied that he was quite too generous, as I 
had fairly lost i: ; besides the Green Mountain 
Boys would not suffer them to come to Ben- 
nington. This was all in good humor. I 
should have been glad to have seen him after 
the defeat at Bennington, but did not. It was 
customary for a guard to attend the prisoners, 
which was often changed. One was com- 
posed of tories from Connecticut, in the vi- 
cinity of Fairfield'and: Green Farms. The 
serjeant’s name was Hoit: They were very 
fuli of their invectives. against the country, 
swaggered of their loyalty to their king, and 
exclaimed bitterly against the “‘ cowardly yan- 
kees,’’ as they were pleased to term tiem, 
but finally contented themselves with saying, 
that when the country was overcome, they 
should be well rewarded for their loyalty, out 
of the estates of the whigs, which would be 
confiscated. This I found to be the general 
language of tories, after I arrived from Eng- 
land on the: American coast. I heard sundry . 
of them relate, that the British Generals had 
engaged them an ample reward forall their 
losses, disappointments and expenditures, out 
of the forfeited rebels estates. This language 
early taught me what to do with tories estates, 
as far as my influence can go. For itis really 
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_ a game of hazard between whig and tory. 
The whigs must ioevitably have lost all, in 
consequence of the abilities of the tories, and 
their good friends.the British ; and it. is no 
more than right the tories should run the same 
risk, in consequence of the abilities of the 
whigs. But of this more will be observed 
in the sequel of this narrative. 

Some of the last days of November, the 
prisoners were landed at New York, and I 
was admitted to parole with the other officers, 
viz. Proctor, Howland, and Taylor. The 
rivates were put into the filthy churches in 
New York, with the distressed prisoners that 
were taken at Fort Washington ; and. the 
second night serjeant Roger Moore, who, was 
bold and en found means, to, make 
his escape with every one of the, remaining 
prisoners that were taken with me, except 
three who were, soon after exchanged. So 
that out of thirtyone prisoners, who went 
with, me the round exhibited in these 
sheets, two only died with the enemy, and 
three only exchanged ; one of them died after 
he-came within.our lines ; all the restjat dif- 
ferent times, made their escape from the 
enemy. ‘9 de ths J 

I now found myself on parole, and restricted 
to the limits of the city ui New York, where 
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I soon projected means to live in some mea- 
sure agreeable to my rank, though I was des- 
titute of cash. My constitution was almost 
worn out by such a long and barbarous cap- 
tivity. The enemy gave out that I was crazy, 
and wholly unmanned, but my vitals held 
sound, (nor was I delirious any more than I 

' have been from my youth up; but my ex- 
treme circumstances at certain times, rendered 
it political to act in some measure the mad- 
man,) and in consequence of a regular diet and 
exercise my blood recruited, and my nerves 
in great measure recovered their former tone, 
— usefulness, in the course of six 
montis. — 

I next invite the reader to a retrospective 
sight and consideration of the doleful scene 
of inhumanity exercised by Gencral Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, and the army under his command, 
towards the prisoners taken on Long Island, 
on the 27th day of August, 1776 ; sundry of 
whom were in an inhuman and barbarous man- 
ner murdered after they had surrendered their 
arms ; particularly a General Odel, (or Wood- 
hul) of the militia, who was hacked to pieces 
with cutlasses, when alive, by the light-horse- 
men, and a Captain Fellows, of the continent- 
al army, who was thrust through with a bay- 
onet, of which wound he died instantly. 
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Sundry others were hanged up by the neck 
till they were dead ; five on the limb of an ‘oak 
tree, and without any reason assigned; except 
that they were fighting in defence of the only 
blessing worth preserving. ‘ And indeed those 
who had the misfortune to fall into their hands 
at Fort Washington, in the munth of Novem-@ 
ber following, met with but very little better 
usage, except that they were r@erved from 
immediate death to famish and die with hun- 
ger; in fine the word rebel applied to any 
vanquished persons, without regard to ravk, 
who were in the continental service on tho 
27th of August aforesaid, was thought by t/ie 
enemy sufficient to sanctif pimsprse, cron a 
they were ‘to inflict, death itself ao" 
excepted ; but I pass over particulars .rhiclr” 
oon swell ‘my narrative far beyond my de- ° 

The private soldiers who were brovght to 
New York were crowded into churches, and 
environed with slavish Hessian guards, a peo- 
ple of a strange language, who were sent to 
America for no other design but cruelty tnd 
desolation ; and at others, by merciless Brit- 
ons, whdse mode of communic ideas 
being intelligible in this country, setved only 
to tantalize arid insult the helpless and perish- 
ing ; but above all the hellish delight and tri- 
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umph of the tories over them, as they were 
dying by hundreds. This was too much' for 
me to bear as a spectator ; for 1 saw the to- 
ries exulting over the dead bodies of their 
murdered countrymen. I have gone into the 
churches, and seen sundry of the prisoners in 

¢@he agonies of death, in consequence of very 
hunger, and’ others speechless and near’ death, 
biting piece® of chips; others pleading for 
God’s sake, for something to eat, and. at the | 
same time shivering with the ‘cold. Hollow 
groans saluted my ears, and despair seemed 
to be imprinted on every'‘one of their 
countenances. Tie filth in these churches, 
in consequence of the fluxes, was almost be-' ' 
yond description. The floors were covered 
with excrements. I have carefully sought to 

- direct’ my steps so as to avoid it, but could 
not. They would beg for God’s sake for one 
copper, or morsel of bread. I have seen in 
one of these churches sever * ad at the samé 
time, lying among the @> .vments of their 
bodies, = . 

It was a common ma with the enemy 
to convey the dead from their filthy places 
in carts, to be slightly buried, and I have 
seen whole gangs of tories making derision, 
and exalting over the dead, saying, there goes 
another ioad of damned rebels.’ I*have ob- 
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served the British.soldiers to be full of their 
black-guard jokes, and vaunting on those oc- 
casions, but they appeared: to:me less, malig- 
nant than tories. ’ ee 
The provision dealt out. to, the . prisoners 

‘was by no, means sufficient for the support,of 
life... It was deficient in quantity, and, much 
more so in quality.. The prisoners often prer 
sented me with.a sample of theinbread, which 
I certify was.damaged to that degree that it was 
loathsome and unfit to be eaten, and I am bold 
to aver it, as. my opinion, ,that, it had, been 
condemned, and was.of the very worst sort, 
I have seen and been fed upon damaged bread, 
in the course of, my captivity, and observed 
the quality of such bread as has been .con- 
demned, by the enemy., among which was very 
listle so effectually spoiled as what was. dealt 
out to these prisoners. Their allowance of 
meat, as they told me, was quite trifling, and 
of the basest sort... I. never saw any of it,, but 
was informed, bad as it was, it was swallowed 

_ almost as quick as they got hold of it., I saw 
some of them sucking bones after they were 
speechless ; others who could vet.epeak, and 
had the use of their reason, urged me. in the 
strongest and most pathetic manner, to use 
my interest in their behalf, for you plainly see, 
say they, that we are.devoted to death and 
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destruction ; and after I had examined more 
particularly into their truly deplorable condi- 
tion, and had‘become more fully apprized of 
the essential facts, 1 was persuaded that it was 
a premeditated and systematical plav of the 
British council, to destroy the youths of our 
Jand, with a view thereby to deter the coun- 
try, and make it submit to their despotism ; 
but that I could not do them any material ser- 
vice, and that by any public attempt for that 
purpose I might endanger myself by frequent- 
ing’ places the most nauseous’ and contagious 
that could be conceived of. Lrefrained going 
into the churches, but frequently converse 
with such of the prisoners as were ad«aitted 
to come out into the. yard, and found that the 
systematic usae sti!l continued. The guard 
would ‘often die me away with their fixed 
‘bayonets. A {Tessian one vay followed me, 
five or six rods, but by making use of my 
legs, got rid of the lubber. Sometines I 
could obtain a little conversation, notwith- 
standing their severities. . 
T'was in one of the church yards, and it 

was rumored among those in the church, and 
a of the prisoners came with their usual 
complaints to me, und among the rest a large- 
boned, tall ‘young man, as he told me from 
Pennsylvania, who was reduced to a mere 
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skeleton ; said he was,glad to see me before 
he died, which he had expected.to have done 
last night,:but was a littlerevived ; he further- 
more informed in@, that he and his brother 
had been urged to. enlist into the British, but 
had -both resolved to die first ; that his brother 
had died: last night, in consequente of. that 
resolution, and that he expected shortly ta 
follow “him; but I made the other prisoners 
stand a little off, and told him with alow voice 
toi list ; he theo asked, whether. it was right 
in the sight of God? I assured him ‘that it 
was, and that duty to binmelf obliged him: to 
deceive the British by enlisting, and deserting 
the first, opportunity... Upon which. he ans 
swered with transport that he would list... :I 
charged him:not to. mention my name as,;his 
adviser; lest-it. should get air, and] should be 
closely confined in:consequence of it. The 
integrity of these suffering prisoners is hardly 
credible.. Many hundreds, I am confident, 
submitted. to death, rather than enlist in the 
British service, which, I am informed, they 
most geverally were pressed to do.'. [ was 
astonished at the resolution of the two, broth- 
ers particularly ; it seems that they could not 
be stimulated to such exertions.,of ‘heroism 
from ambition, as they were but obscure sol- 
diers ; ‘rong indeed ...:st the internal princi- 
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ple of virtue be, which supported them to 
- brave death, and one of them went through 

the operation, as did many hundred others. 
1 readily grant that instancds of public virtue 
are no excitement to the sordid and vicious, 
nor on the other hand, will all the barbarity of 
Britain and Heshland awaken them to a sense 
of their duty to their public ; but these things 
will have their proper effect on the generous 
and brave. ‘The officers on parole were most 
of them zealous, if-possibie, to afford the 
miserable soldiery’ relief, and’ often consulted 
with one another on the subject, but to no 
effect, being destitute of the means of subsist- 
ence, which they needed ; nor could the 
officers project any measure which they thought 
would alter their fate, or so much as bea 
means of getting them out of those filthy places 
to the privilege’of fresh air. Some projected 
that all the officers should go in procession 
to General Howe, and plead the cause of the 
perishing soldiers; but this proposal was 
negatived for the following reasons, viz. be- 
cause that General Howe must needs be well 
acquainted and have a thorough knowledge of 
the state and condition of the prisoners in 
every of their wretched apartments, and that 
much more particular and exact than any 
officer on parole could be supposed to have, 
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as the General hada retern of the circumstances 
of the prisoners by his own officers every 

‘morning, of the number which were alive, as 
also the number which died every twentyfour 
hours, and consequently the bill of mortality, 
as'collected from the daily returns, lay before 
him with all the material situations and. cir- 
cumstances of the prisoners ; and provided 
the officers should go in procession to General 
Howe, according to the projection, it would 
give him the greatest affront, and that he 
would either retort upon them, that it was no 
part of their parole to instruct him in ‘his con- 
duct to prisoners ; that they were mutinying 
against his authority, and by affronting him, 
had forfeited their parole ; or that more prob- 
ably, instead of saying one word to them, 
would order them all into as wretched a con- 
finement as the soldiers whom they sought to 
relieve ; for at that time, the’ British;.from 
the General to the private sentinel, were in 
full confidence, nor did they so much as hesi- 
tate but that they should conquer the country. 
Thus the consultation of the officers was con- 
founded and broken to pieces, in consequence 
of the dread which at that time lay om their 
minds, of offending Gen. Howe; for they 
conceived so murderous a tyrant would not 
be too good to destroy even the officers, on 
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the least pretence of ,ap affront, as they were 
equally.in. his power with the soldiers ; and 
as General Howe perfectly. understood the 
condition of the private soldiers, it was argued 
that it was exactly such as he and.his council 
had devised, and as he meant to destroy them 
it would be to no purpose for them: to try 
to dissuade vim from it, as they were helpless 
and liable to the same fate, on giving the least 
aflront ; indeed. anxious apprehensions . dis- 
turbed tliem.in, their.then circumstances. 

Meantime mortality, raged. to.such. an. in- 
tolerable degree.among the prisoners, that the 
very sch20l boys. inthe streets knew the-men- 
tal design;of.it,in, some measure ;.at least they 
knew that they were starved.to.death.. Some 
poor women. contributed, to- their..necessity, 
till. their children were almost starved, and.all | 
persons,of common understanding . knew. that 
they, were devoted to, the cruelest and. worst . 
of deaths., It,was.also proposed. by some 
to. make a,written. representation of the con- 

. dition.of the-soldiery,,and the. officers to sign 
it, and, that it should be couched in such terms 
as, though they were. apprehensive. that the 
General was imposed upon by his. officers, in 
their daily returns to him of th« stateand con- 
dition of the..prisoners ; anc therefore 
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the officers moved withgcompassion, were con- 
strained to communicate to him the facts re- 
lative to them, nothing doubting but that they 
would meet with a speedy redress ; but this 
proposal was most generally negatived; also, . 
and for much the same reason offered in the 
other case; for it was conjectured that Gen- 
ral. Howe’s indignation would be moved 
against such officers as should attempt to whip 
him over his officers’ backs. That he would 
discern that himself was really struck at, and 
not the officers who made the daily returns; | 
and therefore ‘self-preservation deterred the 
officers from either petitioning or remonstra- 
ting to General Howe, either verbally or in 
writing ; as-also the consideration that no val- 
uable purpose to the distressed would be ob- 
tained. ‘3 boa wri 

I made several rough drafts on the subject, 
one of which I exhibited to Colonels Magaw, 
Miles and Atlee, and said that they would 
consider the matter ; soon after I called::on 
them, and some of: the gentlemen informed 
me that they had wrote to the General on the 
subject, and I concluded that the gentlemen 
thought it best that they should write without 
me, as there was such spirited aversion sub- 
sisting between the British aud: me. | 
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lin the mean tima@olonel :Hussecker, :of 
the continental ‘army, as he: then reported, 
‘was ‘taken prisoner, and ‘brought to New 
York, who gave: out that the country was most 
universally submitting to: the English. king’s 
authority, and :that there would ‘be: little:or no 
‘more opposition to: Great Britain. :»This at 
first gave the officers, a :little shock; byt in. a 
few. days they fecovered themselves; for this 
‘Colonel: Hussecker being a: German, was 
feasting''‘with General.De Heister,ihis couo- . 
trymen; and from his conduct they. wete ap- 
prehensive that ‘he was a knave; at least: he 
was:esteemed so by most ‘of. the officers: 5 it 
‘was nevertheless aiday of trouble: The ene- 
my ‘blasphemed:: Our» little army .was::re- 
treating in New Jersey, and our young »men 
murdered by hundreds in New York.|),Dhe 
army of Britain and Heshlaod prevailed: for a 
little season, as though ‘it: was: ordered » by 

, Heaven to shew tothe latest posterity what 
the British would shave done if they could, 
and what the generel calamity must have. been, 
in consequence of their conquering the:coun- 
‘try;'and: to excite every honest: maa to stand 
forth in the defénce of liberty, and to establish 
the independencey of the United States of 
America-forevér.: But this scene of ‘adverse 
fortune’: did :not discourage a Washington. 
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Theillustrious American: here ‘remained: im- 
movable. ‘In liberty’s cause he took: up his’ 
sword.’ This reflection was: his'support:and’ 
consolation in the day of his humiliation, when’ 
heretreated: before the enemy, through: New: | 
Jersey ‘into’ Peunsylvania. Their triamph' 
only roused his indignation, and ‘the important: 
cause‘of his:country, which lay near his: heart;: 
moved ‘him tov cross the: Delaware ‘again; and 
take:ample satisfaction on his pursuers: No 
_sooner had ‘he’ cireumvallated his haughty ‘foes’ 
and ‘appeared in terribie array but the-host of 
Heshland fell: This taught America the in- 
trinsic worth of perseverance;: and the:gener- 
ous sons of: freedom’ flew'to: the standard of! 
their common’ safeguard’ and defence; from! 
which time'the:arm ‘of American liberty: hath; 
prevailed. me whore ur, eat 
“Dhig‘surprise-and capture of the Hoassians 
entagéd the enemy, who were still vastly more: 
numerous thna the continental troops. ‘They! 
therefore collected; and: matched from ‘Prince«' 
ton; to:attack General: Washington, who was; 
then at ‘Trenton; ‘having, previously left'a de-: 
tachment from their main ‘body at ‘Princeton, ' 
for the support of that place.  °This:\was:a; 
trying’ ‘time, for:our worthy General, rd 
in possession of a late mosyemnihing vic- 
tory, was by no means a ee 
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collective force of the enemy ;' but his sagacity 
soon-suggested a stratagem to effect that which 
by force to. him was at that’ time impractica-. 
ble.’ He therefore amused ‘the enemy with’a 
numiber of fires, and in the night made a forced 
march, undiscovered: by them, dnd next morn- 
ing fell in with their rear guard at Princeton, 
and killed and took most of them prisoners. 
The main body: too late ‘perceiving their rear 
was attacked, hurried back with’ all speed, 
but ‘to their .iortification. found they were 
out generalled and baffled by General Wash- 
ington, who ‘was retited with his tittle tek 
Sete Morristown, ‘and was out of 

Theses ry ae ‘eabediets, ‘one" ‘on 

| bas ‘been fabricated; ‘for the: 
one tisie has’ ever been so thach disp as 
just. before the morning of ‘this glorious ‘suc- 
pent ah in part ‘dispelled: the’ wom 

. Clouds of ‘oppression and 
tis and over America, big. with the rai of 

‘future generations, and enlightened 
_' and spirited her-sons to redouble their-blows 

on’a merciless and haughty, and I may add ‘a 
perfidious enemy. 

i 
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» Furthermore, this. success had a mighty 
effect on General. Howe and his council, and ~ 
roused them to a sense of theirown weak- 
ness, and convinced them that they were 
neither omniscient. or omnipotent. Their 
obduracy and. death-designing malevolence in ‘ 
some measure, abated or was suspended. 
The. prisoners: who were.condemned to the 
most wretched and cruellest of deaths, and’ . 
who survived to this period, though most of 
them died before, were immediately ordered 
to be sent within General Washington’s lines 
for an exchange, and in consequence of it, 
were taken out of their filthy and poisonous 
laces, of confinement, and_ sent out of New. 
ork to their friends in haste; several of 

them fell dead in the streets of New York, 
as they attempted to walk to the. vessels in 
the harbor, for their intended. embarkation. 
What numbers’ lived to reach the lines I can- 
not ascertain, but from concurrent representa- 
tions. which I have since received from num- 
bers of people who lived in, and adjacent to, 
such parts of the country where they! were 

_ received. from. the enemy, I apprehend. ' that 
most of them died in consequence of the vile 
usagé of the enemy. Some who were. eye 
witnesses of that scene of mortality, more 
especially in that part which continued after 

9 
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the exchange took place, are of opinion that. 
it was. partly: in consequence of a slow poison ; 
but this I refer to the doctors: that. attended 
them who are certainly the best:judges. - 
. Upon the best calculation I have been able 
to: make from: personal. knowledge, end. the’ 
many: evidences I have collected in support 
of. the’ facts, I learn'that the’ prisoners taken 

_ on Long Island, Fort Washington, and some: 
few others, at different times and places, about 
two thousand. perished with wae agi and 
sickness, occasioned: by the ‘filth. of their 
prisons, at’ New York, and a:oumber more 
on their passage to the continental lines ; most 
of ‘the residue who reached: their friends, 
having received their death: wound, could not 
be restored’ by the assistance of physicians 
and friends ;: but like their’ brother prisoners, 
fell a sacrifice to the relentless and scientific 
barbarity of ‘Britain. I took'4as:much: pains 
as my circumstances would admit ‘of, to in- 
form myself not only ‘of matters ‘of fact, but’ 
likewise of the very design and aims of Gen- 
eral Howe and his council. |: The: latter ‘of 

it to the candid public, ays 10 den 
+ And-lestly, the: aforesaid suceess | of the 
American arms had a happy effect on the con- 
tinental officers; who were on-parele: at: New 

which I predicated on the former, and submit 

sf So ££ RS we 
=. 64 

Qe § &}e. 
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York. A number’ of: us: assembled, but not 
in.@:public manner; and: with full bowls and 
glasses, drank General Washington’s liealth, | 
and wefe not unmindful of Congress’ and our 
worthy friends’ on the’ continent, and almost, 
forgot that we were prisoners. AU od 
«Ab few' days after ‘this recreation, a: British 
officer'of rank and importance in their army, 
(whose name I shallinot mention in this narra- 
tive, ‘for certain reasons, though I have men- 
tioned it to some of my close friends and con- 
fidents,) sent for’ nie to his lodgings, and told 
me; ** That faithfulness, though im: a' wrong 
cause; had nevertheless recommended: me: to 
General Sir’ William Howe, who was minded 
to:makeime a Colonel of a regiment of ' new 
levies, ‘alias tories, in the British service, and 
proposed that I should go with him :and some 
otheriofficers; to England, who would embark 
for that’ purpose ‘in'a few days,:and there be 
introduced: to Lord) George Germaine, and 
probably to’ the King; and ‘that previously 
I should be elothed equal to'such an introduc+ 
tion, and) instead of paper rags; be ‘paid in 
hard: guineas; after this should embark with 
General: Burgoyne, and assist in the reduc- 
tion of the country, which infallibly wouid be 
conquered, and when that should’ be done, I, 
should have a large tract of land; whether on 
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the New Hampshire grants, or in Connecti- 
cut, it would make no odds, as the country 
would be forfeited to the crown.” . I then 
replied, ‘* That if by faithfulness I had re+ 
commended myself to General Howe, I should 
“be loth, by unfaithfulness, to lose the Gener- 
al’s good: opinion ; besides that I viewed the 
offer of land to be:similar to that which the 
devil offered Jesus Christ, To give him all 
the kingdoms of the world, if he would fall 
down and worship’ him; when at the same 
time that the damned fool had ‘not one foot 
of land. upon earth.” This closed the con- 
versation, and the gentleman‘turned from me 
with an air of dislike, saying that Iwas a 
bigot ! LS mtsien T retired to mny : lodgings. 
» Near the: last of November I was admitted 
to parole in’ New: York, with many other 
American officers,.and on the 22d day of 
January, 1777, was with them directed by — 
the. British commissary of prisoners to be 
quartered on the westerly part of Long Island, 
and..our parole continued. ‘During my im- 
priscnment there, no occurrences worth ob- 
servition happened. I obtained the means of 
living: as ‘well as I; desired, which in’ great 
measure be ogo my constitution, which had 
,been greatly injured by the severities of \an 
inhuman captivity. I now began to feel my- 

ute = O's tf |. 
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self, composed, pxpecting either an exchange 
or continuance. in}, good and honorable . treat- 
ment ;, but. alas! my visionary expectations 
soon vanished... The.news of the conquest of 
shionnnare oga by General Burgoyne, and. the 
advance’ of his army into the country, made 
the. haughty Britons again to: feel. their im- 
portance, and. with.that thelr insatiable thirst 

. for cruelty. 
~The private. prisoners at New York, and 
some.of the officers on parole, felt the severity 
of .it,,.. Burgoyne. .was,their toast and, demi- 
god, ‘To. him they paid adoration. In, him 
the. tories, placed their confidence, “and. for- 
£ the, Lord their God,” and served Howe, 
urgoyne, and. Knyphausen,* and becan.e vile 

in their own, imaginations, and their foolish 
pane iware a ei es professing. to. be great 

iclans, and .relying on foreign and: merci- 

i invaders, and with them seeking the ruin, 
bloodshed. and. destruction, of, Kins country, 
‘ff, became fools,”? expecting pate em to share 
@ Gividend..in the confiscated estates. of their 
neighbors. and countrymen who fought for the 
whole country,.and the. religion and ‘liberties 
-thereof,., *herefore God gave’ them, over 
:t0 strong delusions, to, helene A i that ied 
yall might he damned.’ 

“*Kn rPMAUSEH, a Hessian Gensral 
os, 
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The 25th day of August I was apprehend- 
ed; and under pretext of artful, mean and piti- 
ful pretences, that I had ‘infringed on my pa- 
role, taken from a tavern, where there were 
more than a:dozen officers present, and in the 
very place where those officers and myself 
were directed ‘to be quartered, put under a 
strong guard, and taken to New York; where 
I expected to make my defence before the 
commanding officer ; but contrary to my ex- 
pectations, and without the least solid pretence 
of justice or a trial, was again encircled with 
a strong guard with fixed bayonets, and con- 
ducted to the provost gaol’ ina lonely apart- 
ment, next above the dungeon, and: -was de- 
nied all manner of -subsistence*either by pur- 
chase or ‘allowance. The second day I of- 
fered a guinea for a meal of’ victuals, but was 
‘denied ‘it, and the third dav I offered eight 
‘Spanish milled dollars for ‘a like favor,-but 
was denied, and all that I could get out of the 
serjeant’s-mouth, was, that by God he would 
obey his orders. I ‘now perceived myself to 
be agaim in substantial trouble. In this con- 
dition I formed. an oblique acquaintance with 
a Capt. Travis, of Virginia, who was in the 
‘dungeon below me, through-a little hole which 
was cut with a penknife, through the floor of 
my apartment which communicated with the 
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dungeon ;it was a small crevice, ‘through 
Which’f could discern’ but 'a very small ‘part 
of ‘his‘face'at once, when he plied ‘it'to the 
hole ;' but'from the discovery of ‘him ‘in ‘the 
situation’ which’ we were both then in, F could 
not have ‘known him, (which I found to ‘be 
true by’an after acquaintance.) “I could nev- 
ertheless hold’ a coversation ‘with “him, and 
soon ‘perceived him to be a gentleman of bigh 
spirits, who had a high sense ‘of ‘honor, and | 
felt as big as ‘though he had been’ ina palace, 
and had treasures of wrath in store against:the 
British: In‘ fine “IT was charmed ‘ with ’the 
‘spirit’ of the man ; he had been néar or quite 
four months in that dungeon, with murderers, 
thieves, and’ every *speviés of ‘criminals, and 
all for the sole crime of unshaken’ fidelity to 
his country ';' but’ his ‘spirits were above’ de- 
jection, and his mind: unchanageable. ° ¥ en- 
gaged to‘do ‘him every'service in'my power, 
‘and in’a few weeks afterwards, with the united 
petitions of ' the officers: inthe ' provost; pro- 
cured ‘his dismission from the’ dark mansion 
of: fiends to the apartinent of ‘his 'p ners. 
“\ And’“it came’ to pass’ ‘onthe’ third’ day,’ at 
the going’ down of the sun, that Iwas pre- 
sented with a piece of ‘boiled pork, and some 
biscuit, which the sergeant gave mie'to’ under- 
stand was my allowance, and I'fed‘sweetly‘on 
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the.same ;, she indulged, my. appetite by. de- 
grees)’ and j in, a few, days.more was taken from 
Ahat, apartment, and .eonducted....to., the. next 
Jaft or story; where, there. was, about; twenty 
continental and some .militia., officers who had 
-been taken and imprisoned theses besides some 
private, gentlemen.who had been dragged from 

’ their.own homes to that, filthy place, by tories. 
‘Several of. every, denomination. died., there, 
isome befare,,and others after I was: put.there. 

» The history. of | the proceedings relative to 
‘the provost.only., was I: particular, would swell 
‘al: volume | larger; than, this whole, narratiye:! 
‘Shall. therefore. only, notice such of;the. gecut- 
ranees: which are, most. extraordinary, iy 
by: (Captain, Vandyke bore with, an uncommon 
fortitude near twenty months’ confinement in 
-this.plage,,and .in, the .mean, time. was, sind 
er: to.others who. were, confined. with 

The allegation against bim,,as the cause 
tis his) ecaaen was ees sone lene 

se setting fire to the city.o 
‘New, Yorks at the time the west part of it: was 

) when it, was.a.. ‘known faet,that ihe 
shad: been in-the,, provost a; week, before. the 
fire broke ont; and ini like manner, frivolous 
owere' the ostensible. accusations, ageinst most 
-of those who were there. confined; the cage 
Of; |two, militia officers. excepted, who. were 
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taken ‘in their attempting to: escape from their 
parole ; and probably there may be some other 
instances which might justify such a confine- 

Mr. William. Miller, a committee man, 
from: Westchester county, and State.of New 
York, was taken from his: bed in the dead of 
night,’ by: his. tory neighbors,: and was, starved 
for three days and nights in a department ‘of 
the same gaol; ‘and to this the denial of fire, 
and that in a cold season of the year, in which 
time he walked) day and night, to defend him- 
self against: the frost; and when he complained 
of such a ‘reprehensible conduct,.the word 
rebel or committee man was deemed’ by. the 
enemy a sufficient atonement for any: inbuman- 
ity 'that'they could invent or inflict. He was 
aman of good natural understanding, ‘a close 
and sincere friend to the liberties of America, 
and endured fourteen. months’ cruel imprison- 
ment’ with «that magnanimity. of soul; which 
reflects honor on himself:and cotmtry.......'' 
‘Major Levi Wells and\Captain Ozias Bissel 
were apprehended and taken:under guard from 
their: parole. on Long) Island to the provost, 
on-as fallacious: pretences as the former, and 

_-where'they continued till their’ exchange took: 
place;‘which was near five months.:;, Their 
fidelity and zealous attachment to their coun- 
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try’s cause, which was: more‘ than commonly 
corispicuous' was undoubtedly the real ‘Cause 
of their>confinement. | 

Major Brinton Payne, Capt. Flahaver,; nk 
Oapt. Randolph, who. had ‘at different times 
distinguished~ themselves -by their bravery, 
especially: at: the several actions in which they 
were taken, was all the provocation they gave 
for ‘which: they: suffered: about a. year’s con- 
finement each ini the samé: filthy: gaol. | 
Al few weeks after my: confinement,: on the 
ike fag and: wicked | ‘pretences; was 

to the same place; from his parole ‘an - 
Long f d, Major Otho Holland Williams, 
nat d full:Colonel inthe continental-army.) 
n his character are united the gentleman, 

officer, | soldier'and:friend; he walked through 
the prison with an air of. great disdain ;: said 
he, ‘‘Is.this the treatment which gentlemen 
of the continental army are to expect from the 
rascally British, when. in: their ;))power:? 
Havin forbid it:!.. He was: continued 
there about five: months; and then exchanged 
fora British: Major... 
:Jobn Fell, Esq., now a member of Con. 
gress forthe State of New Jersey, was taken 

his:own house by.a gang of infamous 
wared and ‘by order of a British General was’ 

great. 

care, ui! 
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sent to thé provost, where he: was:continue/ 
near one year. The stench of the gaol; which: 
was very loathsome and unhealthy, occasioned 
3 hoarseness of the lungs, which proved fatal 
to many who: were’ there confined, ‘aod ::re- 
duced this gentleman near to the point of death; 
he.was indeed given over by ‘his frisnda: who: 
were, about him, .and himself: concluded he: 
must die. I could not ‘endure \the thought 
that’ #0 .worthy: a:friend. to Ainerica.:should! 
have _ his life stole: from him in such'a:mean,, 
base, and: scandalous a manner; and!: that his 
family and: friends'‘should be bereaved-of so — 
great ‘and desirable'a: blessing, as: his further 
care, usefulness and examples, might prove to 
them. LI therefore wrote a letter to:General: 
Robertsod, who: commanded in town, | and 
being touched with, the most sensible feelings 
of humanity, which dictated: my ‘pen o:paint 
dying distress. in such | lively. :colotts ‘hat it 
wrought conviction even:on thé abduracy: of 
& British:General, and produced: his order: to 
remove the now honorable: John Fell; Esq. 
out .of gaol:to private lodgings in town's’ in 
consequence of which he slowly recovered 
his healthy There is: 'so.extraotdinary 4 cir- 
cumstance ‘which intervened, concerning this 
letter; that:it;is: worth noticing. :! . 
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_ | Previous to the sending ‘it,:F exhibited the 
same to the gentleman on whose behalf it was 
wrote, for his approbation, and he forbid me 
to send it in the most positive and explicit 
terms ;"his reason was, ‘That: the enemy 
knew by every morning’s report, the condi- 
tion of all the prisoners, mine in’ particular, 
as I have been gradually coming to my end 
for a’ considerable time, and they very well 
knew it, and likewise determined it should be 
accomplished, as they had served many others; 
that to ask a favor would give the merciless 
enemy occasion to triumph over me: in my 
last moments, and therefore 1 will ask no 
favors from them, but resign myself to my 
supposed fate.” But the letter I sent with- 
out his‘ knowledge, and ‘I confess I had but 
little expectations from it, yet could not be 
easy till I had: sentit. It may be worth a 
remark, that this gentleman was an English- 
man born, and from the beginning of the revo- 
lution has invariably asserted and maintained 
the cause of liberty. Day 

The British have ‘made so extensive an 
improvement of the provost during the present 
revolution till of late; that a very sbort defini- 
tion will be sufficient for the dullest appre- 
hensions. It may be with propriety called 
the British inquisition, and calculated to sup- 
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rt: their.oppressive:: measures;and. designs, — 
= ‘suppressing: the spirif:of liberty ; as-also a 
place to confine: the: criminals, end meat.in- 
famous; weetches::of their own army, where 

gentlemen’ of the American: —— 
A -eitinzeng thereof, were promiscuously con 
«with every species: of criminals ; | but, they;di- 
vided into:different compartments,.end. kept — 
it as-great: a: remdveas; clreumstances, permit- 
eaedy but-it:wes nevertheless: atthe optionof a 
Villainous::sergeant who hed.the. charge: ofithe 

tov dakes aby: gentlemen; from: their 
‘peo; cand put tham into. the duageon, h 
was often::the case: At two different times 
~dbiwas taker: down: stairs: for. bat, purpose 
‘by-2 file of soldiers with ‘fixed ‘bayonets, and 

| «dhe sergeant hrendi seroma 
‘time; and: having ‘been: tto.the dooriof hes 

F ,eeudedh pliang> gentlemen could not hone bis 
So antl determined to keep. at; a:;/Ji8- 

ge i lease. or di nthe 
ep clear abuse; 

veoenaiithesteaaiemee rena ihe, did 
mot hesitate to:call us:damued rebels, and_use 
) se bac iatina tiie The s teins 

I 
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. Flahaven, Randolph and Mercer; were. the 
* objects of his’ most: flagrant and repeated 
‘tabuses, who. were many times ‘taken to: the 
‘dungeon; and there continued at:his pleasure. 
) Captain:Flahaven‘took: cold::in thedungeon, 
ian ‘was in‘a declining state of: health, but an 
- exchange: delivered: hina, and: in all probability 
i.gaved: ins life. It was very: mortifying to bear 
‘with ‘the :insolence: of::such. a vicious and. ill- 
bred imperiousrascal.' Remonstrances against 

“him: were preferred to the:commander of the 
\towny but no relief could: be:obtained; for :his 
superiors were undoubtedly well pleased: with 
his ‘abusive conduct to the:gentlemen, under 

the severities of his power, and: remonstrating 
‘against his infernal : conduct, only» setved: to 
‘ confirm: him: in authority, and::for this: reason 
‘oDomever:inade ‘any remonstrances on the::sub- . 
jest; but» only flattered>him, for: E»:knew: that 
‘he was but:ai oat’s» paw «im the . hands.of) the 
“British officers, and: that if: he:should:use:us 
‘vel; ‘he would immediately be put:out ofithat 
«itrustj'and a worse mat: appointed’ td succeed 
~ hing';)-but’ there era ‘of: making: any 
hew- appointment, for rm = ogham, their pro- 
en ip» ror Keaf, his deputy, were as 

grout ‘rascals ias their army could : boast» of, 
~-exeept oné Joshua Loring, an: infamous tory, 
sho: was Commissary! of prisoners, nor ‘can 

any of 
- jnalewi 
associa 
murde 
erpet 

tidve 
eexhibit 
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any of those:be supposed to be equally crim! 
-inalewith General Sir William: Howe and his. 
associates,;\who prescribed’: and: directed the: 
murders ‘and: cruelties which were: by them: 
erpetrated.' This» Loring! is.:a' monster:! ; 
here is‘not’ his'like in» human shape: -He | 

eexhibitsa smiling countenance, seems to wear’ 
a‘ phiz of humanity, but» has been instrument> 
ally iwapable ‘of: the most constimmate: acts: .of; 
wicke:!<ss; ‘(which ‘were firstly: projected by 
an ‘abandoned ':Britishcouncil, clothed :with. 
the’authority of'ai Howe) murdering premeds; 
itately ‘in cold: blood near.or quite ane thousand, 
helpless:prisoners,: and» that: in the most)clan-: 
destine, :mean:and «shameful manter, at New: 
York. »iHecis: the: most; mean: spirited; cow-. 
ardly, deceitfuland destructive animal in: God’s: 
creation below, aid legions: ofinfernal devils, 
with’ all their:tremendous: horrors, are impa-. 
tiently teady)to receive| Howe and him, with 
all'their detestable accomplices, into the most) 
sce ‘agonies of the hottest region! of hell) 
eo. reer STE SP a, » PEST OG tT 

VPhe> sixth: day of: July, 1777, Gens St. 
Clair;:. and the :anmy under his ;:command, ; . 
evacuated Ticonderoga, and retreated: with; 
the’! main.) body. through Hubberdton into 
Castleton; which was but six miles! distance, ; 
when ‘his reat;guard commanded by'Col. Seth! 

y 3 
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Wearner;' was’ attacked: at‘Hubberdton by a. 
body ‘of: the ‘enemy! of about two ‘thousand 
commeanded/by Gen. Fraser... Warner’s com- 
mand: consisted of! his ownand) | two: other 
regiments; viz.’ Francis’s::and Hale’s, «and 
some scattering: and! enfeebled: soldiers, His 
whole number; according: to information, was . 
near or quite:one> thousand ; part: of ; which 
were’ Green’ Mountain’ Boys ;|about :seven: 
husdred> out’ of! the whole: he» brouglit into: 
action. The. enemy advanced |boldly; ‘and: 
the® two: bodids:fotmed: within abdut: sixty 
yards of: each  other.:: Col: Warner having 
formed ° his own regiinent; and that: of: Col... 
‘Praticis’s; did: not: wait for ‘the: enemy,;: but 
gave then ia hearty fire from: his: whole line, 
and they returned: it:with' great :bravery.. It 

~ was by this‘time' dangerous for. those of both. | 
parties, who were not prepared: for: the! world: 
td'come; bat Col: fale:being apprised of the: 

r;-never brought his régiment to the 
charge; but left ‘Warner and) Francis 10 stand 
the blowing of it, and fled, but luckily fell.in 
with an jnconsiderable number of: the enemy, 

. and to’ his eternal shame, surrendered himself 
@ prisoners fangs : 
-¢ Pheveohflict: was very bloody. Col. :Fran-. 
cis fell in the same, but Col. Warner; aud the. 
‘officers'under his) command, as ,also the sol- 
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diery,‘ behaved ' with great ‘resolution. « The’ 
efiemy ‘broke, and’ gave way' on the’ right ‘and 
left, but formed‘again and renewed the attack ; 

- in'the mean’ time the British grenadiers, in the 
centre’ of ‘the’ enemy’s ‘line, ' maintained’ the 
ground} ard’ finally carried’ it ‘with the’ point 
of the*bayonet;'und Warner retreated ‘with re- 
luctance. Our'Joss' was about thirty men’ 
killed, and that of’ the! enemy ‘amounted ‘to 

_ three hundred killed;including a Major Grant:' 
The enemy’s loss T leariit from the confession 
of theitown ‘officers! when’ ‘a’ ptisoner’ with - 
then’ E heard them ‘likewise! complain ‘that’ 
thé’Greed Mountain Boys ‘took sight.’ The 
next'movement' of the enemy, ‘of'any ‘material 
conseqiience’) was their investing Benhington, 
with a’desizt'to ‘demolish ‘it; and subject its’ 
Mountaineers, to: which they had a'great aver- 
sioii; with fifteen hundred chosen men, includ- 
ing tortés,, with thé highest expectation of siié> 

188; ‘and ‘having ‘chosen ab eminence of strong 
ground) fortified it with slight’ breast works, 
atid two'piéces' oF cannons’ but the govern- 
msnt'of ‘the’ ‘young State of Vermont; being 
previously jealous of sth ati ‘attempt of the 
etiémy, ‘atid’in due tite *had procured’ a nim- 
ber of brave militia from the ‘government of — 
the '‘State‘of New’ Hampshire; who together 
with the igiliti#’ of the ‘north part of Berkshire. 

' 10* ai, Al 
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county, and /State of. Massachusetts, and. the 

Green Mountain, Boys, constituted: a’ body of 
desperadoes,. under. the, command. of the in- 
trepid General,.Stark, who, in,.number were 
about equal to.the enemy.. -Colonel Herrick, 

who. commandedthe Green Mountain. Rangers, 
and who .was.second. in command, beiag thor- 
oughly. acquainted, with-the.ground where the 
enemy had. fortified, proposed, tq,attack them, 
in,their works ypon.all, parts, at the same time. 
This.plan. being..adopted: by,the .General and 
-bis.couacil. of war, the. litle militia, brigade of 
Fi a plined , heroes; with their,.long brown 
irelocks, (the. best security.of.a free, peuple;). 

without either cannon or, bayonets, was,.on;the — 
16th. day..of; August, led.on .to the, attack. -by. 
their bold commanders, in the face.of the, ene- 
my,’s.. dreadful fire, (and:to. the astonishment of 
the world, and burlesque of discipline) carried — 
every part of their lines.io less than one, quar- 
ter.of.an hour after the attack became general, 
took their cannon, killed.and captivated more 
than two. thirds: of their number, . which, im- 
‘mortalized General Stark, and made -Beoning- 
ton famous to,posterity. 4 vpeinnp vlegopyo 
-;, Among,the enemy’s slain was found Colonel 

- Baum, their. commander, .a. Colonel. Pfester, 
who headed an infamous: gang of tories, and.a 
large part of his. command; and among the 
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prisoners-was Major Meibome, their second 
in. command, ¢ number of British and Hessian 
officers, surgeons, &c., and more than one 
hundred of the afore-mentioned Pfester’s com-. 
tnand.. :,; The, prisoners being collected togeth- 

"ef; were sent to. the meeting-house in the 
town, by a strong guard, and, General Stark, 
not imagining: any. present danger, the. militia 
scattered from him. to rest. and-refresh them- 
selves ;. in this situation he was on a sudden 
attacked by.a.reinforcement of eleven hundred 
of the enemy, commanded by a Governor 

. Skene, with two field pieces: They advanced. 
in regular order; and kept up an incessant fire, 
especially: from their ‘field’ pieces, and the re- 
maining’ militia retreating slowly before them, 
disputed the ground inch by inch. Thé ene- 

_ my’ were beard: to ‘halloo to them, ‘ay ipg, 
‘stop ¥Yankies.” tin, I a 
- Im the mean time Colonel Warner, with 
about one hundred and thirty men of his'regi- 
thent, (who were not in the first action) arrived 
and attacked the enemy with great fury (being: 
determined to: have ample revenge on'account: ' 
of: ithe: late: quarrel at) Hubberdton) whieh 
brovght:them toe stand;:and soon. after Gens 
Stark and Col. Herrick: brought:on more: of 
the: scattered militia, ‘and the: action »ecame 
oat Saya minutes:'the enemy were: 
erced from their: cannon, gave: way) on all 

ae 
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parts’and ‘fled, and the shotits' of victory were, 
a ‘second’ time’ proclaimed in ‘favor ‘of the’ 
tnilitia. “'The enemy’s loss in‘ killed ‘and’ pris~+ 
one's, in thése two'actions; amounted to more 
than twelve” hniidred ‘men;‘and' ‘oat loss did’ 
not exceed fifty men: “ This was‘a bitter stroke’ 
to the enemy, but ‘their pride wotild ‘not: per- 
mit’ them’ to: hesitate ‘but that’ they could ‘van+' 
quist the’¢ountry; and ‘as'a' ‘specimen of their’, 
arrogancy, I’shall insert’ General’ i go i s 

: "PROCLAMATION, 
“By. Joun,Burcoyne; Esquire, ciao 
General of, his Majesty’s armicsin America, 
Colonel, of the Queen's regiment. of light, 
dragoons, : ‘Governor,,:of Fort; William: 40; 
pony Britain, one of; the. Representatives. 

the Commons: of, "Great Britain. in,,Pare, 
‘Hament, and. commanding: an, army and 

: fa employed onan eapedition, Strom; Can- 
addy: &e. &c,, Se. y bom det bwuloete Oks 

by a6 ‘The: forces értsbatins to: my «command: 
are designed: to act inconcert and upon:a com~: 
mon principle; with the numerous armies and: 
fieets'which: already digplay im: every quarter 
of::America, the: powet; the justice,an vent 
properly: songht,'the mercy of the kingy 11: 
#' The cause in which the British:arms are: 

thus: ‘exerted; applies 'to the most; affecting: in~; . 
térests afenbe: wend cheart;;; and thexiilitary: 

Fox! 

servan 

the ‘pu 
stitutic 
count 

exten: 
sense 

To th 
the. pu 
sands 
peal; 
has: 
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servants of the.crown, at first.called forth for 
the purpose of restoring the: rights of the con- 
stitution, now combine with love of; their 
country, and duty to their sovereign,.the other 
extensive incitements which spring from a due 
sense of the general. privileges of mankind. 
To the eyes.and ears of the temperate part of 
the. public, and, to the breasts. of: suffering thou-. 
sands in the provinces, be the melancholy ap- 
peal; whether the, present unnatural -rebellion: 
has: not: been ‘made a. foundation, for the 
completest ‘system of. tyranny that ever God 
in his displeasure, suffered for a time, to be 
exercised over a froward and stubborn gener- 
ation. ae i Ls rs 
_ $$ Arbitrary. imprisonment, confiscation of, 
property, persecution and. torture, unprece- 
dented.in the inquisitions of the Romish chureh,. 
are among the’, peipaile enormities that verify 

_ the. affirmative: These are: inflicted’ by, as- 
semblies and committees, who. dare to: profess. 
themselves friends: to liberty, upon the most. 
quiet subjects, without distinction of age or 
sex, for the sole crime, often: for the sole sus- 
picion, of having adhered in principle to the; 
government under. which they were born, and. 

' to which by every tie, divine and human, they 
_ owe allegiance; ...To’consummate these shock- 
ing proceedings, the profanation of religion is 
added to the most profligggAterq joven of 

“lhe Pie \ am 

etl 

* “Ontariyy, 
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common reason’; ‘the consciences of men‘are’ 
setat nought ; and’ multitudes ‘are ‘compelled: 
not’ Only'to’bear arms, ‘but' also to‘ swear sub- 
jection 'to' an-usurpation ‘they abhor. 0°!" 

'*¢ Animated by these'considérations ;' ‘at the 
head of: troops: in the ‘full powers’ of ‘health, 
discipline, and‘ valor; ‘determined ‘to strike 
where necessary, and ‘anxious to’spare where ' 
possible; I'by these’ presents invite atid ‘exhort: 
all’ personis,’in ‘all ‘places where’ the’ progress’: 
of ‘this! army’ may ‘point; —anid' by ‘the blessing’ - 
of God ‘I’ will extend ‘it 'far;—to ‘maintain such’ 
a‘conduct as may justify itie in’ protecting their’ — 
lands; habitations and fatnilies. ° ‘Phe intention” 
of this address is to hold forth security, ‘fot’ — 
‘depredation 'to the country.’ 'To those whom 
spirit ‘anid’ principle may induce'to partake the’ 
lorious’ task‘ of! redeeming’ their countrymen? 
rom ‘durigeotis; and’ re-establishing’ the "bléss-" 
ings of! legal fovernteat, T offer endoitage:’ 
ment°and employment 3? arid upon ‘the first’ in-" 
telligened! of their ‘assocititiohs, t “will? find’ 
means’ to assist’ their undertakings. ‘Phe 'do-' 
méstic, ‘the industrious, the thf, ‘and° even” 
the timid inhabitants, 'T' ai desirous'to'protect, 
provided they remain quietly ‘at their’ houses ;' 
that theysdo not’ suffer’ their cattle’ to: be ¥e-' 
moved, nor their corn ‘or forage to’ bé secreted’ 
or'destroyed’ ‘that'they do not’ break up thait’ 
bridges! or! f6tds's nor by any other ect, “di-: 
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‘rectly or indirectly, endeavor. to, obstruct, the 
operations, of the king's troops, or supply or 

_ assist those of the.enemy., Every aneciee of 
_provision brought to,my camp, will be. paid 
_for at an equitable rate, and in solid coin. . 

_ Ta: consciousness of christianity, my, royal 
-master’s clemency, and the honor of soldier- 
 ship,,,l, have, dwelt, upon this. invitation, and 
_wished : for more persuasive terms: to. give. it 
impressions, And: let not, people he led to 

. disregard it, by considering their distance from 

.. the immediate situation. of my camp... .f have 
but;to give;.stretch to, the Indian forces under 
my direction, and they amount ito thousands, 

to. overtake, the hardened enemies of Great 
Britain and, America: I consider them the 
same. wherever they may lurk. 3) 
a, /s Hf notwithstanding. these endeavors, and 
»incere inclinations to effect them, the phrenzy 
of hostility, should remgin, I tr ust. I shall stand 
| gequitted, in the eyes of God and men, in de- 
| ouncing and executing the vengeance of the 
p State, against the, wilful, outcasts. ‘The mes- 
*pengers of justice and of wrath await them 
in the field; and devastation, famine, and ev- 

Sty; concomitant horror that a reluctant but 
‘fs inmeupene ble pisver tion of military duty must 
occasion, will bear the way tot leir returp. i ROPRMRAL aH Rear; Hem ‘KURGOYNE. 
“By onde 6f Ets exeelicticy the Lieutenant ‘General, 
“A ROBERT KINGSTON, Sea, (id). Ons TOG 
Camp near Ticonderoga, ath J uly, 1777. 
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General Burgoyne was still the toast; and 
the sevérities towardsthe prisoners were: in 
great measure increased or diminished, in pro- 
portion to the expectation of conquest. His 
very ostentatious Proclamation was in the 

‘hand and mouth of’ most of the soldiery, es- 
pecially the tories, and’ from it their faith was 
raised to assurance. I wish my countrymen 
in general could but have.an'idea’ of the ‘as- 
suming tyraony, and haughty, malevolent,and 
insolent behavior of the enemy at that time ; 
and from thence discern the intolerable calam- 
ities which this country bave extricated them- 
selves from by their public epiritedness and 
bravery. The downfall ‘of General Burgoyne 
and surrender’ of his whole‘army, dashed the 
aspiring hopes and expectations of the enemy, 
and brought low the imperious spirit of .an 
Opulent, puissant and haughty’ nation, and 
made the tories bite the ground with anguish, 
exalting the valor of the free-born sons of 
America, and raised their fame and that of — 
their brave commanders tothe clouds, and 
immortalized General Gates with laurels of 
eternal duration. : 

No sooner had the knowledge of this inter- 
esting and mighty event reached His Most 
Christian Majesiy, who in Europe shines with 
a superior lustre in goodness, policy. and arms, 
but the illustrious potentate, auspiciously: in- 

a. = > &* et = €...80o =. oo be FR. OO hh 
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Adétived ‘by’ Heaven to promote the reciprocal 
interest’ and happiness of the ancient kingdom 
of France, and the new and rising States of 
Atmetica; passed’ the great and’ decisive de- 
cree, ‘that the. United States of :-Anierica,; 
should be ‘Free: and Independent.» :: Vaunt 
nd moteOld’ England! consider you are:but 
an island !\‘and that your. power has been .con- 
titted fonpér than the exerciseof :your hus 
tmanity.’ Order your broken and: vanquistied 
battalions to retire from: America::the. scene 
of’ youreruehies.; Go home .and: repent. ih 
dost ‘and sackloth:for your aggravated ctimes. 
The’ cries of bereaved parents, widows) and: 
Orphans; reach the Heavens, and you ane 
abominated ‘by every friend to America: Take 
your ‘friends the tories with:you, and be, gone, 
and‘ drink ‘deep’ of ithe cup, of ‘humiliation. 
Make’ péace with the princes of the house of 
Bourbon, for you are in no condition, to wage 
war’ with them. Your veteran soldiers, aré 
fallen‘ in America, and your glory ‘is departed. 
Be quiet’tnd ‘pay your debts, especially for 
the ‘hire of the Hessians. There is no other 
Way for you to get into: credit again, 'but by 
reformation and plain honesty, which! you 
have despised ; for your power is. by no'means 
sufficient to support your vanity.) [have jhad 
pportunity ‘to'see « great.deal of it,-and felt 

its sdvere effects, and learned lessons of wis- 
iB 

s 
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dom..and: policy, when ‘I: wore. your.. heavy 
irons, and bore: :your | bitter: revilings, and..re- 
proaches. I have something of a smattering 
of philosophy, and understand human nature 
in-allits; stages: tolerably well ;. am thoroughly | 
acquainted with, your national. crimes, and 
assure: yeu; that they not only! cry aloud. for 
Heeaven’s| vengeance, |but excite ce ipl 
rise up against you. © Virtue, wisdom. and 
policy, are in: national sense always connect- 
ed‘ with ‘power; or’ in. other words, power,is — 
their offspring, and: such power.as.is.not di- 
rected: by virtue, wisdom: and, policy, never 
fails finally to destroy itself as yours has, done. 
It is so in ‘the nature of things; and unfit that 
it'should be otherwise ;) for. if, it was; not,s0» 
vanity, injustice; and oppression, might) rei 
triu ti. forever.. «1 know. you have, indi- 
viduals, who still retain: their virtue, and.con- 
sequently their honor and humanity. ,,. Those 
I really: pity, as'they must more. or less suffer 
in the'calamity, in which the nation is plunged; 
but as @ nation I hate and-despise you... 

My ‘affections are Frenchifed.. \I glory.in 
Louis the'sixteenth, the generous,and power- 
ful ally of thase States ; am fond of a connec- 
tion with so enterprising, learned; polite, cour: 
teous, and commercial a nation, and am sure 
that I express the’ sentiments .and feelings of 
all the friends to the present revolution... I | Cee epee ewe moe Pr ours presmsec CQnse Sf 
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begin. to:learn the French tongue, and recom- 
mend. it to. my; countrymen béfore Hebrew, 
Greek or, Latin, (provided but one of them 
only are.to. be attended to) for the trade and 
commerce of these States in future must iney- 
itably shift its channel from England to France, 
Spain and Portugal ; and therefore the states- 
man,, politician and. merchant, need be; ac» 
quainted with their several Janguages, particu-- 
larly the. French, ‘which is much; in yogue in 
most parts of Europe. Naniine neue have 
served so, effectually to illuminate, polish and 
enrich these States as the present revolution, 
as, well,-as preserve their liberty. . Mankind 
are. naturally too pational, even to. the degrea 
at bigotry, and, commercial intercourse with 
oreign.hations bas a great and pm ten- 
dency to.improve mankind, and erase the sue _ 
perstition. ofthe mind by acquainting. them: 
that buinan nature, policy and interest, are the 
same. in all/nations, and at the, same time they, 
are bartering commodities for the conveniences 

. and happiness of each nation, they may recip 
rocally exchange such part of their: customs 
and .manners as may be: beneficial, and Jearn 
to,extend charity and good will to. the whole 

/ Id iof mankind. } Meson 4 4 

,, Lwas) confined in the pravpatrgeet at New 
York)the, 26th day. of AMuensts and, continued 
there to the third day of ay, 1778, when 7 
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wae taken ‘out pnder’ guard: ‘and ‘conducted’ to 
a ‘sldop'in the harbor at’ New York! in whith 
T'was. guarded” to Staten Island, to’ General 
Camptell’s udtters,’ where T'was ddmitted to 
edt. and dtink with the General ‘and ‘several 
other of the British field officers, and treated 
for'two ‘days in'a polite ‘manner.’ “As I was 
drinking wine with thein one‘evening, I made 
in Observation on my transition from the’ pro- 

| vosterihinals to'the: company of’ geritlémen, 
quding, “that I‘ qwas> the ‘sane man’ sfill, ‘and 
Should ive the British ‘credit by him, (spédke 
ni 6 th ‘General) for two days’ good usiige. 
in text day Colonel ‘Archibald Campbell 
vin wis éxc an for’ me) ‘came’ to ‘this 
place, ‘conducted ‘by Mr. Bouiinot, the’ theri 
elke eaibattindty of prisoners, and ‘sa- 

hit é'‘iti'a ‘Htihdsome’ manner, ‘saying ‘that 
Hd‘tever was tate glad 'to'séé' any geiitleman 
pS! “Tgave’ hiti'to understand that I 
eh ee glad to see’ him, and ‘was appre- 
Kensin ut it wiis from ‘the same’ niotive: 
al seritlemen present laughed “at the! fancy, - 

‘conjectured’ tliat sweet’ liberty was ‘the 
oun {on ‘of our gladiiess ;'‘so We'took a'ghavs 

ite'together,’ ed then'T was accompanied 

udinot, ‘and # ‘number of British ofieere to 
‘boat, 1 ihe was tae Ho 6 ‘sail to Eliza: 

bethtown © “Meaawhile “T entertained 

Bedi Campbell, Col, Campbell, Mr. 
0 
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them with a rehearsal of the cruelties exercised 
towards our prisoners,; and assured them that 

' ‘I,should:use my, influence that their prisoners : 
should be treated in future in the same.manner 
at they. should. in» future treat ours; that.[ 
t hough At_was.) by ayphat in such cases, that. their 
example; should . be applied. to, theirown prise 
oners,;.then exchanged thedecent ceremonies 
of . compliment, and, parted... I sailed to the 
Point, aforesaid, and.in, a..tran joy. 
landed on liberty. ground ; and. om advanced 
into, th piesa received the acclamations of | 
a agaist ple.) 
ok of ibe. i mela to company sith, Colonel Shel- 

9: the, jight horse, who, in,a.polite and 
ing , manner, fescrnnanied: me to. head 

quarters, Valley Forge, where. I. was cour; 
tequsly received . by Panera Washington, 
with povpln marks, of, his. approbation 
esteem, and. was nue juced bit most. rot ‘be | 
Generals and many of the principal officers. of 
the. army ,.who treated me. with Walk pect.; and 
after. having offered: General W ington my 
further service, in behalf of ‘my Y CORE ’ 
soon as my health (which was much mreaed) 
would admit, and obtained his license to return. 
hoine, I took my leave of his Excell@ncy, and 

& Forge with General Gates 
and his suite for Fishil, where we arrived 
the latter end of May. In this tour. the Géar 

12 
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eral ‘was pleased ‘to treat me with the familiarit 
of a ‘companion, and ‘generosity of a lord ; 
‘and to him I made known some striking cir- 
eumstances which’ occurred’ in the course ‘of 
iny captivity. ‘I then bid farewell to my noble 
General and the gen lemen of his retinue, and 
set ‘out for Bennington, the ‘capital of the 
‘Green Mountain Boys, where I arrived: the 
evening of the last day of May to their great 
Cota ; for T'was to'them as one tpse from 
the dead, and now their joy ‘and mine ‘was 
complete.” ‘Three cannon were fired that eve- 
ning, and next morning Col. Herrick gave 
orders, abd fourteen more were discharged, 
welcoming’ me to Bennington, my wsual’ place 
of abode ;—thirteen for the United’ Stat aid 
‘one for’ y¥ gto TRG 

\ 

young, Vermont 
ifter this ceremony was ended, we moved pwing bowl ; and rural felicity, sweetened 

iendship, ba in'each countenance } 
id, with loyal ‘healths to the’ rising States’ of . 

/ Aterica;'concladed' ‘that evening’; and ‘with 

Wie ‘pile W6yal. spirit," I! now conci de! my Lf i rt yf : 

a 

f 






