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THE

FLORIST AND POMOLOGIST.

ROSE PRINCESS CHRISTIAN.

WITH AN ILLUSTRATION.

%&RINOESS CHRISTIAN ROSE, the subject of the accompanying plate, has
been so frequently before the public that we need do no more, in this
N place, than describe the colour of the flowers, and the character of the
plant. The colour ranges from deep salmon to rosy peach, according to
the age of the blossoms, and holds on clear and bright to the last. There is a
peculiar and beautiful gloss on the face of the petals which the pencil of the
artist cannot portray, and which gives it distinctness. The flowers are very
large, double enough, globular in the bud state, and finely cupped when
expanded ; and it gives forth these flowers continuously and abundantly from
June to November. The growth is robust, the constitution hardy, and the foliage
and habit distinct and of a pleasing character.
This promises to be a good exhibition rose when taken in a young state, and
a grand rose for the garden at all times. Mr. William Paul, of Waltham Cross,
is the introducer of this novelty, which, we learn, will be distributed from his
nurseries in May next. Three First-Class Certificates have been awarded to the
Princess Christian during the year 1869—one by the Royal Horticultural Society,
one by the Royal Botanic Society, and one at the Crystal Palace Rose Show.—M.

THE GARDEN MENTOR.

ANUARY—the beginning of another span of time—affords an opportunity,
which should be seized upon, for planning out or revising the garden
% features of the coming year. In the series of papers which I propose
giving under the above heading, it will be almost impossible to avoid the
repetition of instructions that have appeared under the head of * Seasonable
Hints,” but it is hoped that some additional practical items of a useful nature
will also be found.
KrroHEN (GARDEN.—After the fine, open, dry autumn we have had, the work
3BD SERIES,—Im, B
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here should be in a forward state ; but if from any caus: it is not 8o, no time
should be lost in bringing up all arrears. A covering of snow, and a few week’s
frost, would now prove to be very seasonable. It would do little or no harm, and
would do an immense deal of good, by giving things a salutary check. All
vacant ground ought ere this to have been turned up by rough digging, trench-
ing, or ridging, so that the frost and air may act on it. All plans and arrange-
ments for the ensuing season should be considered and decided on. When this
is done, and everything sketched out, every operation can then be proceeded with
in proper order. Lettuces and Cauliflowers in frames should be picked over, Seakale

and Rhubard covered for forcing, and some Mint put in a hot-bed to force.

Sow : Peas and Beans for second crop, in open weather, when the soil is dry; Radishes and

Early Horn Carrots on warm border; also a row of Parsley; Mustard and Oress in & hotbed ;
also Melons and Cucumbers in a hotbed.

Foroina-Housms.—Air-giving and firing are very important matters to be
attended to at all seasons of the year, but particularly so at the present time.
Young cultivators sometimes make sad mistakes in firing and giving air; gener-
ally they are inclined to fire hard at night, and to neglect it during the day,
keeping the houses closed to get up the temperature, never thinking of giving air
until forced to do so by a sudden burst of sunshine. I need hardly say how
wrong such practice is. A safe night temperature should be maintained in all
forcing-houses, but a very high one is as injurious as a very low ome. Firing
should be applied early in the morning and forenoon, so as to enable the culti-
vator to give as much air as the state of the weather will permit. Vines: Those
in the early house will now be in bloom or coming into bloom, and must, there-
fore, receive great attention ; a steady night temperature of 60° must be main-
tained ; this will be sufficiently high on cold nights, but on mild nights 65° would
be better. On clear days, 70° should be the minimum from fire-heat, but 10°
more from sunshine will be beneficial. Late ripened Grapes hanging on Vines
should now be all cut, and stored away in bottles on the French system, so that
the vines may be pruned at once.—Peaches: Abundance of air should be given
in the day, and a little fire-heat; except in very cold weather, very little fire-heat
should be given at night ; the inside borders should be well watered.—Figs:
These do admirably well in pots and tubs, and there is this advantage in thus
growing them, that they can be moved from one house to another at pleasure ;
they should have plenty of water, and be kept well syringed.—Cherries: These
also do well in pots and tubs; they do best in a little bottom-heat, otherwise
they are apt to fall off in stoning; they like plenty of air at all times.—Straw-
berries: These should be kept near the glass, be carefully watered, and especially
when in flower, should have plenty of air ; alittle bottom-heat to start the plants
in is an advantage. Introduce a fresh batch of plants once a fortnight.

Haepy Fauvir GarpeN.—Operations here will depend on the state of the
weather. In the absence of frost, fruit-trees of all kinds may be planted, the
ground, of course, having been previously properly prepared. One uniform mode of
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planting in all situations, and under all circumstanoces, is not to be recommended.
In gardens where the soil is of a stiff, heavy nature, and the subsoil a strong
retentive clay, it is advisable to plant the fruit-trees on mounds a little elevated
above the surrounding soil ; but where the soil is of a light, porous nature, resting
on a gravelly subsoil, it is advisable to plant on a level with the surrounding soil,
and in some places in hollows a little below the natural level. Long experience
has taught me the advantege of atlending to these matters, trivial as they may
appear to some. It is also advisable to mix plenty of good rotten dung in light
s0ils, resting on hungry, porous subecils.

Frowse GArDEAN.—Plant Houses: As we generally have more or less frost
during this month, care must be taken to exclude it by making gentle fires at
night. A night temperature of 40° will be a safe one for hard-wooded green-
house plants, as most of them will now be in a state of rest; but Cinerarias,
Primulas, Pelargoniums, &c., will be benefited by a night temperature of from 45°
to 50°. Hardwooded plants should be watered ocarefully, but softwooded plants,
in a free-growing state, will requize a more liberal supply. Take every advan-
tage of favourable weather to give some air. In frosty weather, soil should be
got ready, crocks broken, pots cleaned, and sticks and labels prepared, so as to be
in readiness to commence potting next month.

Pits and Frames.—These should be kept well covered up in frosty weather,
but the coverings should be removed during the day-time when the glass is not
frozen, as the more light the plants get, the better they stand the confinement.
When kept dry and well covered in severe weather, it is surprising in what good
condition even very tender plants can be safely wintered in theee structures. I
have more than once kept a quantity of seedling Cinerarias in a frame during a
severe winter, by keeping them as dry as possible, without allowing the plants to
suffer, and covering well up at night. Bedding Plants must be looked over
frequently. Where there is a Vinery at work, the potting-off of Pelargoniums for
bedding should be commenced at once ; when potted, they should be placed in
the Vinery, and they will soon begin to root and grow freely.

Out-Doors.~—If the weather be very severe, very little can be done in the
open ground. When there are alterations in hand, advantage should be taken of
favourable weather to push them on. Coverings should ere this have been applied
to everything requiring protection from frost. Bulbs should be frequently looked
over, to see that rats and mice do not get at them. To be well in advance with
the work, everything that can poesibly be done now should be attended to, as by
and by every day will bring an increase of work. In favourable weather Trees
and Shkrubs of all kinds may be planted in the pleasure-grounds. Care should be
taken to lift large valuable specimens with good balls, and to injure the fibres as
little as possible. Conifers like a dry situation, rather elevated and exposed to
‘the sun and air, but sheltered from strong winds. Many a valuable specimen has
been lost by being planted in a snug, sheltered, confined spot, for in such positions

B 2
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the trees grow on late in the season, the wood rarely gets matured even in fine
seasons, and never in bad ones, and the consequence is, that the first severe frost
after an unfavourable season kills the tree to the ground.—M. Bavx, Stourton.

A FEW HINTS TO FRUIT-RAISERS.

HE extensive and varied collections of Fruits of different kinds that we possess
in our gardens, already gives us a very satisfactory and sufficient choice,
as far as quality i8 concerned ; but there is yet ample scope for those who:
can afford to devote themselves to the agreeable task of improving, by the

arts of cultivation and hybridization, the fruits we justly prize. And although
the productive power, as regards the development of varieties from seed, of every
tree and plant seems illimitable, yet possessing already, as we do, so many good
apples, pears, plums, strawberries, &c., we have less reason to seek to amplify the
already extended lists of these fruits, than to secure properties and peculiarities
that are confined to a comparatively few individuals in each section.

What would be a great boon, and what it is most desirable we should seek to
obtain in cultivated fruits, is the increase of those kinds of which a few examples
exist as guides and types of what we may hope to attain. For example, amongst.
all the fruits we grow, we have one or more that possesses, with a prolific habit,
a constitutional strength and vigour so happily united with its character of pro-
ductiveness, that while the great majority of sorts of fruits are exhausted by heavy
crops, and require a year's rest to restore their fruiting powers, these fortunately-
constituted trees continue to produce crops year after year. Denyer's Victoria
Plum is a ready example of a tree possessing great and unfailing fruiting powers
as a wall fruit. I have never known an instance of failure in this variety, and it
seems equally at home in any aspect. Herefordshire Pearmain Apple, or a pear-
main resembling it, has for fifteen years proved, like the plum above named,
unfailingly productive; and this year, which has proved a bad one for apples
generally, my favourite produced its usual crop. Frogmore Prolific is another
apple that has never yet failed ; and I think Mr. Powell, of Frogmore, confirmed
the favourable opinion I expressed of this apple, from its habit of giving an annual
crop, by telling me that his experience coincided with my own. He also cited
Rosemary Russet, Scarlet Russet, and Pomona, as being reliable as annual croppers.
I am unable to instance a Pear that may be cited as an example of the habit of
fruitfulness possessed by the apples named above. I have never known Beurré de
Rance to fail entirely ; but the Pear that never fails has, I opine, yet to be obtained.
I think the May Duke may be instanced amongst Cherries ; and Keens’ Seedling
may illustrate a prolific habit in Strawberries. These suggestive remarks will,
perhaps, be understood from the few examples I have given.

There is one property common to a few varieties of Pears which, if possessed
by any new kinds, would make them doubly valuable. It is one of the recom-
mendations of the old Crassane that it remains sound and fit for use after attaining
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maturity and ripeness ; Orpheline d’ Enghein also remains ripe without rotting
for a long time, Marie Louise is a delightful pear, but it has almost to be
watched, for it is ripe in one hour and rotten in the next. Could we obtain a
Marie Louise with the amiable peculiarity of waiting a little longer to be eaten,
what a gain it would be to gardeners ! —WiLrLiAM INaRAM, Belvotr.

NEW PLANTS OF 1869.

HE record of Novelties for the year that is past is by no means a scanty one.
Some of the subjects which it includes we have from time to time referred
to, but we propose in this place to note a few words collectively concerning
those New Plants which, in our judgment, are, for our gardens, the most

important acquisitions of the year.

Among Palms, those princes of the vegetable world, Welfia regia, from the
Amazon country, recommends iteelf as a handsome plant, with deeply bilobed
leaves ; while Plectocomia elongata, from Java, with the stalks whitened and
stadded with tufted pale-coloured spines, and Martinezia Lindeniana, from
Tropical America, a palm of a very distinct character, its short, broad leaves
being jagged at the margins, and its glaucous leaf-stalks being furnished with
long, slender spines, are other welcome additions to the bilobed group. Seaforthia
Veilchii, from Australia, is a novel pinnate species in the way of 8. elegans, Then
Veitchia Johannis, from the South Sea Islands, with truncate leaflets; Onco-
sperma Van Houtteanum, from the Seychelles, with dark, needle-shaped spines on
the reddish stalks ; Ptychosperma Alexandre, from Tropical Australia, with quite
smooth leaf-stalks—all these having bold arching foliage ; and Calamus ciliaris,
from Java, with its neat short leaves, formed of narrow, closely-set pinnz, are
other examples of elegant species furnished with pinnate foliage. Of a distinct
type is Thrinax havanensis, from the West Indies, which furnishes a very hand-
some slender-growing palmate-leaved species, strikingly adapted for decorative uses.

Ferns have received some important additions. Amongst the stove species, the
finest by far is Davallia pallida alias Mooreana, a large decompound pale-green
species, from Borneo, remarkable for its small oblique segments, and its bulging
sori. Acrophorus (or Davallia) hemiptera forms a charming small pinnate basket
fern, with creeping rhizomes, and comes also from Borneo ; while amongst new gold
ferns we have Gymnogramma Laucheana gigantea, a deep golden, broad pinnuled
Belgian variety, of great beauty and interest. Greenhouse ferns are represented
by Adiantum Capillus-veneris magnificum, a variety with very large crispy and
incised pinnules, rivalling in beauty the exquisite A. farleyense ; another variety
of the same species, undulatum, is interesting from its crispy appearance; and
A. excisum Leyi, also a garden variety, forms a condensed cristate mass. Asple-
nium fernandezianum, introduced from Montevideo, is a pretty dwarf pinnate
proliferous species ; Pteris serrulata cristata magnifica, an English seedling, is a
grandly crested form of an elegant species, common in the typical form, and re-
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markably free-growing ; and Zodea intermedia is a New Zealand film-fern, con-
necting the two species already known in cultivation,—superba and hymenophyl-
loides. Of hardy ferns we may specially mention Struthiopteris orientalis, from
Japan, a bold species of distinct character, with dimorphous fronds; while of
British varieties, Athyrtum Filiz-femina Elizabethe, with dwarf fronds, having
dilated rachides; and A. F-f. kallothriz, a fringy plant with remarkably finely-
cut divisions, may be noted as particularly distinct and desirable.

From the lists of new Hardy Trees and Shrubs, we select the following as the
most desirable subjects :—dA cer rufinerve albo-limbatum, a noble Japanese Maple,
also known as 4. japoricum argenteum, with broad palmate leaves, margined and
mottled with white; ZLiriodendron tulipiferum aureo-pictum, a Belgian variety,
having its leaves blotched in the centre with yellow ; and Quercus striata japonica,
with firm ovate-lanceolate leaves, variegated with greenish-yellow. Conifers have
yielded two charmingly elegant forms of Cupressus Lawsoniana, namely, pendula
alba and albo-spica ; the first is entirely of a silvery or glaucous hue, and most
elegantly drooping ; the second, also a very ornamental plant, has silvery whitish
twigs, but is not pendulous like the former. Thuja gigantea (Lobbii) aureo-varie-
gata, with patches of the young twigs of a clear yellow, is a most beautiful varie-
gated Conifer of garden origin; and from the French gardens we get Pinus Strobus
umbraculifera, described as a densely-branched, bushy, ornamental plant,*with
shorter and more crowded leaves than in the type. Passing to Ornamental 8hrubs,
we find that Yucca argospatha, a fine species, allied to Y. Treculeana, has flowered
at Grenoble, and is remarkable for the satiny-white undulated bracts of its inflor-
-escence. Cotoneaster congesta and C. prostrata are two species introduced by Mr.
Saunders, both North Indian, and desirable as dense-growing dwarf shrubs, the
former, evergreen, with globose berries ; the latter, sub-evergreen, with roundish-
turbinate berries. Garrya Thuretii, grown in the garden of the Paris Museum,
and noted as a hybrid between Q. elliptica and G. Fadyenii, is said to be hardy, or
nearly so; while from the French gardens we also get Prunus Laurocerasus
macrophylla, the Versailles Laurel, remarkable for its vigour, and for the size of
its leaves, which frequently measure 10 in. in length.

The group of out-door Perennials has yielded us several choice acquisitions.
We have gained, for instance, Lilium Maximowiczii, a Japanese slender-growing
Lily, with drooping scarlet flowers, spotted with black-purple; and Calochortus
uniflorus, a lovely little half-hardy plant, with pale pink flowers, coming from
Santa Cruz—these amongst bulbs.  Clematis ethusifolia is a pretty sub-shrubby
climber, of dwarfish growth, with tubular bell-shaped yellowish-white flowers.
Acanthus longifolius, a Dalmatian species, is a fine herbaceous plant, with large
pinnatiparted leaves, rosy flowers, and whitish spiny bracts, veined with green.
Hoteta japonica variegata, from Japan, resembles the type in all respects, but
having red-stalked leaves, with the leaflets marked by a golden reticulated varie-
gation. Iris stylosa, a slender Algerian plant, with large violet-coloured flowers,
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- marked with yellow bands, is a welcome addition to a favourite family. Pyrethrum
Techihatchewii, from Asia Minor, may be recorded rather for its utility than its
beauty ; it is a prostrate plant, with finely cut leaves, adapted for clothing with
the freshest verdure lawns and banks which may be exposed to exceptional drought.

From these we pass on to Bock Plants, and here we have some true gems to
chronicle, such as Iberidella rotundifolia, of densely tufted habit, with rosy-lilac
yellow-eyed flowers, from the Alps; Dsanthus neglectus, also from the Alps, two
or three inches high, growing in tufts, with great bright rosy flowers ; Lychnis
Lagasce, from the Pyrenees, forming hemispherical masses of rosy-pink blossoms,
like those of a Bilene ; Primula pedemontana, of the Swiss Alps, auricula-like in
habit, with large rosy-purple flowers ; Androsace pubescens, another denizen of
the Alps, forming a mat of green leaves, overlaid with pure white flowers;
and finally, Nertera depressa, a densely tufted Antarctic mountain herb, incon-
spicuous while in bloom, but exceedingly ornamental when studded with its
globose orange-coloured fruits, of the size of small peas.

New (Greenhouse Plants are more numerous, and we must pass over many
having more or lees interest attaching to them. Passiffora Munroi, a garden
hybrid, is a fine creeper, with three-lobed leaves, and violet-coloured flowers,
baving the coronal ray purple barred with white. Zetranthera Lhuysii, from the
French gardens, is a laurel, with oblong, slightly undulated leaves, elegantly
variegated with yellow, greenish yellow, and deep green, while the petioles are
of an intense red. The Aralia Sieboldit aureco-marginata furnishes a well-
marked and distinct yellow variegated form of a fine Japanese evergreen shrub.
Tozicophlaea spectabilis, a Natal apocynaceous plant, remarkable for its first-
sight resemblance to an Ixora, is an evergreen shrub, producing terminal
close heads of white flowers, and might probably be grown into a handsome
specimen. Mackaya bella is a very pretty, slender-growing South African acan-
thad, producing a profusion of campanulate flowers of a pale lilac colour, trans-
versely pencilled in the throat with delicate purple lines. Salvia involucrata
Deschampsiana, remarkable for its close, ovate, spike-like heads of inflated-
tubed, bright rose-coloured flowers, has been found in the French gardens, and
would probably be a good decorative plant. Cordyline indivisa latifolia is a very
broad-leaved form of this finest of all Cordylines. LPhormium tenax Veitchianum
vartegatum is an elegant golden-striped variety of the smaller-growing form of
broad-leaved New Zealand flax. Pelargonium hispidum is a handsome, free-flower-
ing species, quite distinct from the usual cultivated types, with palmatifid leaves,
and large purple flowers haviag two broad upper and three narrow lower petals,
and is one of many which are well worth taking up by the breeder. Gymnothriz
latifolia, an elegant Montevidean tall-growing perennial grass, perhaps requiring
protection in winter, but otherwise quite adapted for the open garden, grows
9-10 ft. high, and has elegant catkin-like nodding flower-spikes. We can only
mention FEncephalartus grandis and plumosus, and Macrozamia excelsa and Denni-
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sond as being fine South African Cycads; and pass on to Greenhouse Succulents,
amongst which we find Agave Regelii, A. De Smetiana, A. Besseriana hystrix,
A. pectinata, A. Leguayana, A. horrida, and A. Nissoni, all occurring as mode-
rate-sized manageable species, the last having the green leaves marked with a
deep yellow line up the centre. Cotyledon fulgens is a handsome Mexican species,
belonging to Echeveria (which modern botanists permit Cotyledon to swallow up),
and produces a panicle of nodding racemes of bright coral-red flowers, yellow
at the base. Finally, in Stapelia hystriz we have a remarkable South African
plant, with star-shaped sulphur-coloured flowers, marked with transverse purple
bars, and studded with awl-shaped processes tipped with purple. We must
reserve the Orchids and Stove plants for a subsequent page.—M.

DAHLIA IMPERIALIS.

HEN Dr. Regel, in 1863, figured the Dahlia imperialis, which had just
then been introduced from Mexico by Roezl, he remarked that he had
read Roezl’s description with a somewhat incredulous smile,—such as
might be indulged in by the reader when looking on his own figure of

the plant, representing the white bell-shaped lily-like blossoms, with a pyramidal
hundred-flowered candelabrum-like inflorescence. Roezl indicated in this new
Dahlia a sensational plant, bearing on a pyramidally-branched stem from 150 to
200 large nodding flowers like those of yuccas or gigantic lilies, and noted it
as the most beautiful and valuable of his introductions. A quantity of the roots
received at the Botanic Garden of Zurich, in May, 1862, were planted in the
open ground ; the plantssoon reached 5 ft. to 6 ft. in height, but the flowers were
late in forming. The stately growth, and large doubly or almost triply pinnate
leaves, it was observed, made it at least as beautiful a leaf-plant as the most effective
of the Wigandias, Solanums, and Nicotianas, so highly prized, while, as soon as it
unfolded its flower panicles, it was seen to far surpass the most ornamental of them
all. Since that time, the plant has spread over the Continental gardens, but was
little known in England till 1868, when Mr. Bateman brought home roots from
Cannes, where, about the beginning of November, he met with it in great beauty.
It is naturally a late-flowering plant, and thus in our climate is useless for out-door
purposes ; but it forms a grand and novel subject for the conservatory during
the autumn season, requiring, however, a temperature somewhat above that of
an ordinary greenhouse to secure the development of its flowers.

Naturally this Daklic grows to a great height—12 ft. to 20 ft., before develop-
ing its flowers, and this was felt to be an objectionable characteristic. Grown in a
light orchard-house through the summer, and removed in autumn to a stove to
perfect the flowers, the plants cultivated at Chiswick, where our figure was made,
reached the height just indicated, but having long bare stems below. Mr. Alfred
Salter, of the Versailles Nursery, Hammersmith, has, however, hit upon a satisfac-
tory mode of counteracting this tendency. He took grafts of the succulent stems
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sides at the base, while the stem was freely branched in the upp>r half, where it
was furnished with numberless flowers. Treated in this way, Dahlia imperialis
becomes a thoroughly distinct and remarkably handsome decorative plant for late
autumn in-door purposes. The plants go on developing in an ordinary greenhouse
until chilly weather comes on, and then it is that a mild heat is necessary to
secure the opening of the blossoms, which, as above described, are drooping, with
the florets somewhat converging, which seems to give the flower-heads a lily-like
aspect. Two varieties have been observed, one with the flowers entirely white,
the other with a red spot at the base of each ray floret.—M.

THE PEARS AT TORTWORTH COURT.

ﬂ Y subject may be fitly introduced by the remark that the experience
[l, gained in any given locality is not sufficient to enable us to determine
% with certainty the real merits of the different varieties of our hardy fruits.
There are many contingencies that arise to vary the results of our inves-
tigations, and they may help to enable us to account for much diversity as to quality.
There are to be considered, for example, the situation of the garden, the amount
of shelter, the physical character and mineral constituents of the soil, and the
mode of training and pruning, all of which exercise an abiding influence.

Much of late years has been written in favour of the Quince as a stock for
the Pear; but from what I can learn, the excitement in its favour is abating, and
experience is giving us an insight into its true value. I canmot help thinking that
the discussion was mixed up with a great deal that was useless, and frequently
altogether beside the mark. All our Pears are worked on the Pear stock, and
I am thankful to say that such is the case, for otherwise I fear that our supply
would not equal the demand. Our kitchen garden is situated 300 feet above
the sea level, and is only slightly protected, being exposed to the severe hurricanes
from the British Channel. With these prefatory observations, I proceed with my
descriptive and annotated list, which I shall continue as opportunity offers :—

Alexandre Lambré.—Under the majority of circumstances, the quality of this variety cannot
be considered to rank higher than third-rate; hence it is undeserving of a place even in an
extensive collection. Judging from appearance, it would be pronounced first-class, but it is
the very reverse of this, being gritty and dry-fleshed. Admirably adapted for the market,
where appearanoce is more frequently valued than quality. This is & hardy kind, and a profuse
bearer, the fruit weighing about 4 0z., and beginning to ripen about the 20th of October.

Beurré & Amanlis.—There can be no doubt of this variety being one of our best autamn
pears—possibly the very best, as it possesses all the qualities that can be desired, gushing with
juice, and rich in sugar. It begins to ripen about the 10th of September, and weighs from
100z to 120z. The habit is vigorous, and it is & great bearer. The Beurre d’Amanlis
panachée has no distinguishing character, beyond that of the fruit being striped with yellow.

Beurré de Rance.—This is a pear of varying qualities, and exoceedingly uncertain as to
flavour ; in some seasons it is delicious, and at other times insipid. When grown as an open
standard, tho fruit rarely, if over, shows its true ohargcter, unless it may be in some favoured
locality- In the majority of cases it ought to be trained on a south wall, where it

oduces fruit of greater size, but brings out fully ita valuable properties. Woighx:;m;Soc?zl.y
ggins to ripen towards the end of December, and goes on progressively till the middle o%

February.

- - C e
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Beurré Giffard. —Where early pears are valued, this delicious variety should not be
omitted. It begins to ripen during the second week in August, and continues in use for
about ten or fourteen days. The usual weight is 30z. Probably it may be a little inferior to
Fondante de Cuerne, but I think there is room for a difference of opinion. As both ripen at
the same time, there can be no harm done whichever is selected.

Beurré Goubault.—Like the preceding, this variety cannot be too strongly recommended.
It bears freely in exposed situations, is juicy, and containe a large amount of sugar. Amon
the many kinds that come into use at the same time, it has few, if any, equals. The usual
time of ripening is about the 25th September, and it weighs from 8 oz. to 4 oz.

Beurré Bretonneau.—This is really a worthless variety, for, whether grown as a standard
or trained against a wall, it never ripens. I have kept it till the end of July without its show-
ing any signs of maturation. It is somewhat singular that nurserymen should still retain it
in their catalogues, and describe it as an excellent late kind.

Beurré Sterckmans.—Unless during our warmest summers, this excellent pear never shows
its real qualities, when grown as a standard ; it deserves, and ought to have, the protection of
a wall. The flesh is orisp, juicy, and sugary. It is very productive, weighs from 9oz to
10 oz., begins to ripen during the first week in December, and continues in nse about a month.

Beurré Duhaume.—This pear ranks amongst our very best varioties. There may be

several of equal merit, but it has few superiors. 1t is crisp and juicy, very sugary, begina to
ripen about the middle of November, and weighs 6 oz.

Beurre de Wetteren.—The highest recommendation this pear possesses is its handsome
appearance ; it ripens about the middle of October, and weighs from 9 o0z. to 100z. Asaso
many first-class pears are in season at the same time, it is unworthy of cultivation.

Beurré d Aremberg.—We have here a variety that claims special attention, the fruit being
melting and juicy, and very sugary, combined with an agreeable acid; it begins to ripen at
the middle of November, weighs from 6 0z. to 7 oz, and keeps in condition till the end of

December. When confined to a wet situation, the fruit is apt to be small and covered with
black spots, accompanied by ocanker.

Beurré, Winter.—Beyond being a large showy pear, weighing from 11 oz. to 120z, this
has nothing to recommend it. I have hesrd it spoken of in more complimentary terms, but
have not been able to discover any merits that would induce me to continue ite cultivation.

Beuwrré Bosc.—When grown as a standard, the flesh of this pear is crisp, and only half
melting ; trained against a wall, the quality is all that the most fastidious can possibly desire.
A large handsome fruit, weighing 11 oz., and coming into use during the first week in November.

Beurré Diel.—I have never found this pear, when grown as a standard, to possess more
than a second-rate quality. When grown against a wall, the case is very different, as the
flesh then becomes melting, juioy, and sugary. This variety ranks amongst our largest

deseert pears, weighing from 14o0z. to 15 0z.; it begins to ripen during the flrst week in
November.

Beurré¢ Gris d Hiver.—About fiftesn years ago this variety was brought into notice, and
described as a real acquisition, while a more worthless kind does not exist; it is quite as bad
as Beurré Bretonnoau, and may therefore be expelled from British gardens. I do not say so
without experience. I bave trained it against a south wall for a number of years, planted in a

well prepared border, and have kept the fruit till the end of June, and then it was as hard as
when picked from the tree. '

Beurr¢ Langelier.—I have still retained this kind in our collection, although at best only

third-rate. It is not only deflcient of sugar, but possesses a disagreeable acid. Weighs
about 8 oz.

Beurré Léon le Clerc.—This can hardly be called a first-class fruit, although the flesh is
melting, juicy, and to some extent buttery. Though deficient in sugar, and often soapy, yet
during very warm summers the quality is all that can be desired. The usual weight is from
8 0z. to 9 oz. ; it begins to ripen about the 17th of October, and continues to keep a succes-

sion for two weeks. Occasionally it will be found very unseful in filling up the gap between
other varieties.

Beurré Derouineau.—Under the most favourable conditions this variety possesses only a
third-rate quality. It weighs from 6 oz. to 7 0z, is a handsome fruit, and readily attracts
attention, but the flesh is dry and coarse ; begins to ripen about the 6th of October.

Beurré Superfin.—However small the space, no collection of pears should be without this
variety ; it has a handsome appearance, and weighs from 80z, to 9 0z. In the truest sense of

the word this is a melting pear, gushing with juice, sugary, buttery, and fine-grained, these
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qualities being so combined as to produce a delicious flavour ; it ripens in th middle of October,
and eontinues in use to the middle of November.

Bexrré, Brown.—This variety bears freely as a standard when planted in a warm situation,
but the quality is only second-rate. When grown against a south wall the flavour is delicious,
melting, sugary, and buttery, combined with an agreeable acid ; it weighs from 8 oz. to 9 oz,
and begins to ripen usually about the 20th of Octeber.

Beurré, Easter.—This is one of our most uncertain pears, whether as regards the flavour, or
the time of ripening. In some seasons it comes into use as early as the end of November, and in
others not till the middle of January, or beginning of February, while very many of the fruit
occasionally never soften at all, and those that do ripen are frequently so insipid as to be unfit
for dessert. When grown under the protection of a wall these defects rarely appear. The
quality then, with some fow exceptions, is melting, juicy, and sugary. The usual weight at-
tained is from 8 oz. to 9 0z., and I have frequently known a single fruit to exceed these weights.

—AvrexanpER CrAMB, Tortworth.

PERPETUAL-FLOWERING OR TREE CARNATIONS.

.2} HESE beautiful and most useful plants may be increased by cuttings or by
&) layers. The simplest way of getting up a stock of them is to place the
? old plants in a gentle heat, at once, and then early in February to take
‘ off the cuttings, put them in around the edges of 3-in. pots, in equal parts
of loam, leaf-mould, and sand, water well, and plunge in a gentle bottom-heat
not too damp. When they are rooted, pot them off singly in 3-in. pots in a
mixture of loam, coarse sand, and rotten dung, and keep them in a close space
until wall established, after which harden them off gradually, and place them in
a cold frams. In April, if the weather permits, plant them out on a piece of
open ground, which has been well dressed with soot, dung, and lime, and trenched
from 2 ft. to 3 ft. deep. Place a 4-ft. stick to each plant, which is to be
rogularly tied up, so that the winds and rains do not break it. By the middle of
September it will be in a fit state to transfer to a 6-in. or 7-in. pot.

After potting, the plants must have a good watering, and for about a fortnight
should be placed in a shady place, being also syringed overhead twice a day in
bright weather. When they are again established, place them in the sun on a
bed of ashes, or on boards, but as soon as the autumn rains come on, get them
under cover, giving them plenty of air. They should then commence flowering,
and continue all through the winter and spring months, if assisted with a little
fire heat and with liquid manure, which latter, when they are well established
and the pots get full of roots, they may have once a week. They delight in
being plunged in sweet dung, so as to keep the roots cool, and will root through
the bottom of the pot,and over the top. Occasionally dissolve 1 oz. of carbonate
of ammonia in a gallon of water, and water with this solution. If the plants
are in a healthy state, the feathery roots may be seen on the surface in the
couras of a few days, after each application of the ammonia.

The plants must never be allowed to get root-bound, which is the point where
many good growers have failed with them. They must be kept shifted on, as
soon as the pots get filled with roots, and should be placed for the winter in a
dry, light, airy house, where they can get all the sun possible, without being
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exposed to draughts. If they get over-wet, they will suffer from mildew and
canker. In case mildew appoars, sulphur should be applied, while for green-fly
they should be promptly washed with soft soap and water.

Evary person who has a greenhouse should grow a few of the varieties, for
they are very b2autifal, and may be had in flower all the year. I add the names
of a dozen of tho best I know :—Bride (not Hodge’s), a fine serrulated white
flower, very sweet and free; Covent Garden Scarlet, the finest of all where it
doas well, but it is subject to canker; Dragon, scarlet, good habit and free ;
Boule de Feu, a fine scarlet variety ; Prince of Orange (Perkins’), a very pro-
mising yellow variety, free; Jean Bart, a compact-growing scarlet; Oscar,
yellow ; Beanty, scarlet flake ; Duke of Wellington, scarlet bizarre ; Henshaw's
Scarlet, in the way of La Grenadier; Lee's Scarlet, a free serrulated variety ;
Atinie. I can testify that these are all good.—W. Howarp, Balham.

PASSIFLORA MACROCARPA.

URING the past spring, I planted, in a brick box at the end of a pine

stove, a young plant of Passiflora macrocarpa. The fruit which I send you

@b is one of five now (November 22) maturing upon the plant. It weighs 4 1b.

12 0z., and girths lengthwise 26 in., and round the middle 19in. My

object in sending this fruit is to ascertain whether the P. macrocarpa is really

worth growing as a dessert fruit. A short time ago, I sent one to the family; and

this was reported to be not at all good, and quite unlike the fruit of the
Passiflora edulis.—Wy. MILLER, Combe Abbey Gardens.

[The fruit above referred to somewhat resembled a large, bulged, and some-
what angular vegetable marrow. It was rather over-ripe, and had in consequence
burst during transit, showing an apparent tendency to split into valves. The
colour was a deep yellow; the flesh was thick, white, almost tasteless, while the
juice and the pulpy matter surrounding the seeds were pleasantly acidulous, 8o
that the fruit might be converted into an agreeable comserve or compote, for
which it seems better adapted than for eating in the raw state. We abstract the
following additional particulars from Dr. Masters’ account of the plant :—

“In habit and genmeral appearance Passiflora macrocarpa is almost identical with P,
quadrangularis ; eo that in the early stages of growth it is impossible to distinguish the two,
but in the adult state the leaves of P. macrocarpa are of a more rounded outline, and usually
somewhat smaller than those of P. quadrangularis; while the stipules are much larger, and
taper at the base into a broad stalk. P. macrocarpa bhas, moreover, rounder, larger, more
serrated bracts; a shorter, shallower calyx tube; violet (not Eink) petals, which do not
exceed the sepals; outer coronal rays which considerably exceed the petals, and the succeed-
ing coronal rays filamentous, while in P. guadrangularis they are shorter and tooth-like. The
ovary in P. macrocarpa is oblong or obovoid, not ovoid, and the fruitis much lar%er, oblong,
obtuse, depressed at both ends, and longitudinally sulecate ; while that of the true P. quadran-
gularis is ovoid, and of the size of a swan’s egg.

“This Passion-flower was discovered by M., Wallis, on the banks of the Rio Negro, between
Manaos and Barcellos, about 1864, and was also found by Dr. Spruce in Peru. At that time
M. Wallis wrote, that the species acquired unnsunal dimensions, and that the fruits, which were
highly esteemed in the country, attained a weight of 81b. Respecting the former habitat, Dr.
Spruce remarks:—‘'If M. Linden’s colloctor sent from the Rio Negro a large-fruited
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Passiflora, I should say it had certainly been raised there from seeds brought from Peru.
No such Passiflora, either wild er ocultivated, was known in that region in my time ; but since
steamers have run up to the very roots of the Andos, I learn that the Braziliana have got
from Peru the Banbonage, or Panama-hat Plant (Carludovica, sp.), and many others. In the
lower eastern Andes a large-fruited Passiflora is commonly cultivated under tho name of
‘ Tumbo,’ and the same specios is still more largely grown on the western side of the Andes,
in what is called the ‘coast region’ of Poru. At Guayaquil, what seems the same kind is
called ‘ Badéa,’ but it may be distinct from the ‘Tumbo.” These Passifloras have a fruit 9,
or even 12, inches long. very like that of the common Papaw, but blunter at each end, and
very much heavier, bulk for bulk. There is a variety with longitudinally sulcate fruit. Not
only are the seeds, enveloped in sweet mucilage, eaten, as they are in the common Granadillas,
but the thick flash is also oaten, after the manner of Melons and Papaws, to both of which its
fiavour slightly assimilates it, although it nsed to remind me more of a soft sourish-sweet
apple. In Peru the ‘ Tambo '’ ja commonly trained over a horizontal trellis-work, raised high
enough to allow of a man walking under it erect, but sometimes much higher, and only
accessible by means of a ladder. The finest plants and the best-tasted fruits I have seen
were grown on the river Chira, in lat. 5° south. The priest of Amotape—a small village
on that river—had a plant that mu:t have covered 50 square yards. I have several times
reposed in my hammock under its shade, and regaled on its fruit. That was in 1863.’

“We have thus the testimony of Spruce and Wallis that the fruit of P.
macrocarpa is highly esteemed in tropical South America. As grown in this
country, it is more watery and less perfumed than that of P. quadrangularis. It
is surprising that, commonly as P. quadrangularis is grown, its fruit is so seldom
seen on the dessert-table in the form of a conserve or jam. We know of few
confections of that nature of a richer flavour, and warmly recommend growers of
P. quadrangularis or P, macrocarpa to avail themselves of the fruit. The follow-
ing directions to the cook may be serviceable :—Cut the ripe fruit into slices,
crush the pulp surrounding the seeds with a spoon, so as to extract the juice, then
remove the seeds, boil the slices till tender, and pass them through a sieve ; mix
the juice with the pulp, and add white sugar in the proportion of half a pound
to a pound of pulp, or thereabouts, and boil down to a proper consistence. A
compote would be still better.””—Eb.]

THE NEW CHRYSANTHEMUMS OF 1869.

LOOMING, as these fine autumnal flowers do, at a season of the year when
there are few opportunities for their being exhibited, there is, naturally
enough, some difficulty in compiling a complete list of novelties,—as, if one
would know anything of them, they must be sought after. However,

having regard to the fact that the main of the new varieties find their way into
the hands of Messrs. Salter and Son, Versailles Nursery, Hammersmith, for distri-
bution, what they have to offer may be taken as representing the cream of the
new flowers of the year. The major part of these I had an opportunity of seeing
when in bloom, and can therefore speak confidently as to their merits.

Of the ordinary large-flowered, or Chinese Chrysanthemums, the Alessrs-
Salter have a batch of eleven new varieties, as follows :—Beauty of Stoke, flowers
of great size and flnely incurved ; colour, full amber yellow, with a tint of red
thrown over it as the flowers age, gradually deepening till they fade ; full, and of
good substance, with broad massive florets. Duke of Edinburgh, rosy lilac, with






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































