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THE ORGANISATIONS DEFINED

What is a front organisation?

A front organisation is an auxiliary unit of the
Communist army. It may be only a national one,
in which case it assists the local Communist Party;
or it may be an international one, which supports,
and obeys, the international Communist move-
ment directed by Moscow. This booklet is con-
cerned only with the international organisations.

It is not clear how the term front organisation
ongmated but it is used because these organisa-
tions, though directed by the Communist Party
machine, pretend to be independent and en-
deavour to attract as many non-Communists as
possible in order to appear “respectable.” They
thus become fronts or facades behind which
Communism operates.

What is their purpose ?

Their purpose is to advance the cause of Soviet
Communism in various ways. Their main task
is therefore to disseminate propaganda. They
are, in fact, Soviet-controlled agencies of political
warfare, continuously engaged in attacking non-
Communists and defending Soviet policies. In
addition:

. ® They recruit, work upon and eventually
hope to convert to Communism, those ‘““pro-
gressives” who are too “left” to be Social Demo-

crats but too individualistic to join the Communist
Party.

® On those occasions when the Communist
Parties are pursuing a “‘popular front” or ‘““‘united
action” policy (as in the 1930’s and now), front
organisations are used, seldom with success,
as a bridge between the Communists and the
Social Democrats—or as a Trojan Horse to
infiltrate the Socialist ranks.

® They act as a cover for secret Communists
and sometimes, where Communism has been
outlawed, for the Communist Party itself.

Lenin called them “levers” or ‘“‘transmission
belts” because they linked the Communist Party
with the masses. They are also termed “demo-
cratic” or “mass’” organisations in Communist
jargon. As Lenin put it:

“Every sacrifice must be made, the greatest
obstacles must be overcome, in order to carry
on agitation and propaganda systematically,
perseveringly and patiently, precisely in those
institutions, societies and associations—even
the most reactionary—to which proletarian or
semi-proletarian masses belong.” (The Essen-
tials of Lenin, vol. II, p. 596, Lawrence &
Wishart, 1947.)
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What are the international front organisations

called ?
The largest are :
1. World Peace Council (WPC)
2. World Federation of Trade Unions(WFTU)
3. World Federation of Democratic Youth
(WFDY)

4. International Union of Students (1US)

5. Women’s International Democratic Fed-
eration (WIDF).

These all deal with the category of people
indicated in their title, the WPC being the
broadest based. Then come a group of profes-
sional organisations :

6. World Federation of Teachers’ Unions
(FISE)
7. International Association of Democratic
Lawyers (IADL)
8. World Federation of Scientific Workers
(WFSW)
International Organisation of Journalists
(10J))
10. World Congress of Doctors (WCD)

11. International Broadcasting Organisation
(OIR).
Next is an organisation which is restricted to
the countries once occupied by the Nazis :
12. International Federation of Resistance
Fighters (FIR).
Lastly there is an organisation for business
men, the headquarters of which is believed to
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have been recently closed down but which con-
tinues to function on a national basis:

13. International Committee for the Promotion
of Trade (ICPT).

What is their relative importance ?

It is difficult to assess their relative importance
because each operates in its own sphere, and size
is not the only criterion. In one sense the WPC
is the key organisation because all the others are
linked with it and help to disseminate its “peace”
propaganda. It has also been the most successful
in attracting non-Communists, but consequently
has had the greatest difficulty in keeping in line
with Moscow.

WETU, on the other hand, is undoubtedly the
best organised and most liberally financed of all
the organisations. As its members are well-
disciplined troops in Communist-controlied trade
unions, with considerable possibilities for in-
dustrial and economic disruption, WFTU is
potentially the most dangerous of the fronts
even though much of its membership is in the
Soviet orbit. The WFDY and WIDF both claim
large memberships, but the former is more
effectively organised.

What have they in common ?

The most noticeable thing which these organisa-
tions have in common is their complete sub-
servience to Moscow. When Stalin quarrelled
with Tito (a fellow-Communist, not a ““capital-
ist”), the Yugoslavs were promptly expelled
from every front organisation. When Khrush-
chev reversed engines, they all invited the
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Yugoslavs back. But they were politely rebuffed.

The second thing is their financial depend-
ence on Moscow. No accounts are¢ ever pub-
lished, because to do so would reveal the source
of their extremely large funds.

The third fact is their complete lack of demo-
cratic control. Each is autocratically directed by
where there is no Sccretary-General), who is a
dedicated Communist receiving instructions direct
from Moscow. He is assisted by an inner circle
of hand-picked men, usually Communists, who
form the Bureau and with whom policy may be
discussed. All the other bodies simply act as
mouthpieces. The Secretariat usually consists
only of trusted Communists. No real voting
takes place either over the *“‘election” of officers
or the approval of policies. It is all done by
“acclamation.”

Some Council members are well-meaning
dupes—believers in co-existence, or Asian neutral-
ists—not Communists. But nearly all the officers
are trusted Communists. One of the WPC Vice-
Presidents, the Italian Socialist leader, Nenni,
appears to be one of the few exceptions.

How successful have they been ?

In spite of the enormous sums expended, run-
ning into millions of pounds, the vast barrage of
propaganda they have ceaselessly put forth, and
the countless activities they have sponsored, the
fron; organisations have been singularly unsuc-
cessful.

This has been due primarily to the common
sense _of ordinary people, who may join in

ignorance but leave again when the fraudulent
nature of front organisations is exposed. They
have been particularly unsuccessful in Europe,
where people are more advanced politically.
(The number of Western Europeans who are
officers of front organisations is quite misleading
in this respect.) Latterly the front organisations
have been concentrating on Asia, Africa and
Latin America where they hope to have more
success. They are particularly exploiting Afro-
Asian nationalism.

Their lack of success is due, secondly, to the
existence of genuine orgamsanons in_each field
which free people can join, such as the Inter-
national Confederation of Free Trade Unions
(ICFTU), the World Assembly of Youth (WAY)
or the International Student Conference (ISC).

Lastly, the front organisations have been
hampered by the policies (and particularly the
sudden changes) of their Soviet masters—the
Berlin blockade, the attack on Korea, the vetoes
in the Security Council, the treason trials, the
denunciation of Stalin (which has never been
mentioned by any of the front organisations) and
lastly the rape of Hungary (which has shaken
them profoundly). All these events have worried
even loyal Communists and have had a disastrous
effect on those flirting with Communism, and on
neutralists.

So although the front organisations constitute
a dangerous fifth column in the free world, they
are not as strong as they would like to pretend.
The best way to keep them in check is to make
ordinary people aware of their aims and activities.

“The price of liberty is eternal vigilance.”
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