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PRETFACHE. .
\' A- L f,.' .
THE difcovery of a new hemifphere by
Chriﬁopher Columbus, and the progrefs -of
the Spaniards in the conqueft of it, have been
defervedly the theme of a long feries of hifto~
ries in the feveral languages of Eurpgg ; and
the fubje® has been recently refumed and il
luftrated by a celebrated Writer among ours
felves.—It is not therefore my- intention tq
tread 3gain in fo beaten a track, by the recital
of occurrences of which few can be ignarant,
if the pobleft cxiitipnzﬁgf‘; 4 thel'human mind,
roducing events the moft fingular and impor-.
tp;}nt_ in ,ticy hiftory of the wogrllld, are gm-
Rances deferving admiration and inquiry.” -
My . attempt, which I fe¢l tq he '?uﬁi_ciéntly
grduous, is, D
To prefent the reader with an hiftorical ac-
count of the origin and progrefs of the fettle-
ments made by our own nation in the Weft
Indian iflands ;— , ’ '
To explain their conftitutiona] eftablith-
ments, internal governments, and the politi-
fﬁl fyftem maintained by Great Britain towards
1em j— .
" To "defcribe the manners and difpofitions of
the prefent inhabitants, as influenced by cli-
mate,
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this nature, not merely fer the- purpofe of
iving uniformity to my work, but becaufe;
ﬁ:wing refided many years in the countries of
which I write, I prefume to think that I am
fomewhat ‘better qualified to judge of the in<
fluence of climate and fituation, on the dif<
fition, temper, and intelle@s of their inha~
itants, thin many of thofe ' writers, who,
without the fame advantage, have undertaken
to compile fyftems, and eftablith conclufions;
on this fubje®. 1 conceive that, unlefs an
author has had the benefit of actual ¢xperience
and perfonal obfervatian, neither genius nor
induftry can at all times enable him to guard
againft the miftakes and mifreprefentations of
prejudiced, ignorant, or interefted men ; tg
whofe authority he fubmits, merely from the
want of advantages which thofe who have
poflfeffed them have perverted. He is liable
even to be mifled by preceding authors, who
have undertaken, on no better foundation than
himfelf, to compile hiftories and form fyftems
on the fame fubject : for when plaufible the-
ories are deduced, with ingenuity and -elo-
- quence, from facs confidently afferted; he
fufpe@s not, or, if he fufpes, is cautious of
afferting, that the foundation itfelf (as it fre.
?ucntly happens) is without fupport ; that no
uch fals attually exift, or, if exifting, are
accidental and local peculiarities only,—not:
premifes of fufficient extent and™ importance’
whereon to ground general conclufions and fyf-
tematical combinations. - " e
‘ I have






PRETFACE

unexampled arrogance, that there never has
been found, throughout the whole extent of
the New World, a fingle individual of fupe-
rior fagacity to the reft. And the fcope of his t
treatife is to demonftrate, that the poor fas:
vages were aCuated, not by reafon, but by ¢
fort of animal inftin& ; that Nature, havin
beftowed on the whole fpecies a certain {mall
degree of intelle®, to which they all indivi-.
dually attain, placed an infurmountable barrier
againft their further progrefs :—of courfe, that
they are not (properly fpeaking) men, but be-
ings of a fecondary and fubordinate rank in the
fcale of creation.

~ Although our own learned Hiftorian * is
much too enlightened to adopt, . in their fulleft-
extent, thefe apinions ;—~which cannot, .in-
deed, be read without indignation ;—yet it
is impoffible to deny, that they have had fome
degree of influence in the general eftimate
which he has framed of the American charac--
ter : for he afcribes to all the natives of the
New World many of thofe imperfections on .

. which the fyftem in queftion is founded ; and
repeatedly afferts, ¢ that the qualities belong-
ing to the people of a// the different tribes
may be painted with the fame features 4.”
With this bias on his pen, it is not wonderful .

that the author is fometimes chargeable with

repugnancy and contradiction. Thus we are
told that < the Americans are, in an amazing
degree,

* Dr. Robertfon. -
+ Hiftory of America, Vol. I. p. 280 and 283






PREFACE
- unknown to the people of Great Britain as

that of Japan. They know, indeed, that fu-
. gar, and indigo, and coffee, and cotton, are -

raifed and produced ‘there ; but they are very
generally, -and to a furprifing degree, unins«
formed concerning the method by-which thofe
and other: valuable conimodities are cultivated
and brought to perfection. So remarkable in-
deed is the want of information in this refpe&,
even among perfons of the moft extenfive ges
neral knowledge, that in a law queftion which

came by appeal from one of the Sugar Iflands a

few years ago, the noble and learned lord who

prefided at the hearing, thinking it neceflary to

give fome account of the nature of rum and
melaffes (much. being ftated in the o£leadings
coricerning the valué of thofe commodities) af-
fured his auditors with great folemnity, that
¢« melafles was the raw and unconco&ed juice
extradted from the cane, and from which fu-
gar was afterwards made by boiling * !’

On the fubje¢t of the flave trade, and its
concomitant circumftances, fo much has been
faid of late by others, that it may be fuppofed
there remains but little to be added by me. Itis
certain, however, that my account, both of
the trade and the fituation of the enflaved
negroes in the Britith colonies, differs very
eflentially from the reprefentations that have
been given, not only in a great variety of

phlets  and other publications, but alfo
y many:of the witnefles that were examined
L : before

+# I give this anecdote on <he authority of a Jamaica gens
tlemar who was prefent ; a perfon of undoubted veracity

xidl
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my labours grew near to'a conclufion, I be-
came weary,.and was glad to get affiftance
wherefoever it offered. !

From /sving rather than from wrstten infor-
mation, however,  have I generally fought
affiftance, when my own refources have prov-
ed deficient; and it is my good fortune to
boaft an acquaintance with men, towhom, for
local and commercial knowledge, our ftatef-
men and fenators might refort, with credit to
themfelves and advantage to the public. On
this ocafion, neither the gratitude which I owe
for favours beftowed, nor the pride which I
feel from the honour of his friendfhip, will
allow me to conceal the name of Edward
Long, Efquire, the author of the Jamaica .
Hiftory, to whom I am -firft and princig:.ll
indebted ; and who, with the liberality w cg
always accompanies true genius, has been as
careful to corre® my errors, and afliduous to
fupply my defes, as if his own well-earned
reputation had depended on the ifflue.

For great part of the materials which com-
pofe the Hiftory of Grenada, - Iam under obli-
gations ta Thomas Campbell, Efq. formerly -
{geakcr of the affembly of that ifland, who,-

rough means of a friend, furnithed {uch .

' anfwers to queries that I fent him, as encou-

| rageme to prefent that portion of my work

' to the public with a confidence which I dare

not affume in my account of fome other of the

iflands. Yet, even with regard to moft of
thefe, I have no caufe to complain that affift-
ance
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readers ; but having made my acknowledg-
ments to thofe gentlemen who have given me
their kind affiftance in the compilation of it;
and feeling, in common with all the inhabitants
of the Britith Weft Indies, a juft fenfe of in-
dignation at the.nalignant and. unmerited
afperfions which are daily and hourly thrown
upon the planters, for fuppofed improper and
inf;:;;nan t}l)'eq.tmcnt of t}:lepigé Afticarl.}_;abgurérsf;
I thould ill acquit myfelf, as the hiftorian of
thofe colonies, if I omitted this opportunity of
giving my teftimony to the fulnefs of their
gratitude,  their honeft pride and lively fenfibi-
lity, at beholding, in a Son of their beloved
Sovereign, the generous-affertor of their rights,
and the ftrenuous and able defender of their
_ injured charatters, and infulted honour! The
condefcending and unfolicited interpofition of
the Duke of Clarence on this occafion, is the
more valuable, as, happily for the planters, it
is founded on his Royal Highnefs’s perfonal
obfervation of their manners, and knowledge
of their difpofitions, acquired on the {pot.
Thus patronized and protetted, while they
treat with filent fcorn and deferved contempt
the bafe efforts of thofe perfons who, without
the leaft knowledge of the fubje&, aflail them
with obloquy and outrage, they find a dignifi-
ed fupport, in the confcioufnefs of their own
innocence, even under the mifguided zeal and
unfavourable prepofieflions of better men. It
might indeed be hoped, for the intereft of truth
and humanity, that fuc/ men would now frank-

Vor. L. ‘ b ly
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HIS$STORY,
CIVIL AND CbMMERCILdL,Y

OF THER ’ !

 Britith Coloniesin tlie Weft Indies.
‘BOOK L

A GENERAL VIEW OF THEIR ANCIENT
STATE AND INHABITANTS. '

.l_;.r___*‘____' — i
. CHAP L

© Geographical avrangement — Name.~Climate.
—Sea-breéze; and Land-wind.—Beauty and
Jfingularity of the vegetable and animal creati-
-on—Magnificence and fublimity of the
mountains; rvefleitions concerning their ori-
gin, &8¢

(G-EOGRAPHERS, following the diftribu- SPAT
tion of Nature, divide the vaﬁ Continent of "oy~
America into two.great parts, North and Arrange-
South ; the narrow but mountainous Ifthmus ™
of Darien ferving as a link to conneét them to-
géther, and forming a rampart againft the
exdcroachments of the Atlantic on the one fide,

Vor. L. B and






* WEST INDIES.

»

Columbus of its truth and certainty, that he CHAP.

" continued to affert his belief of it after the

difcovery of Cuba and Hifpaniola ; not doybt-~"""" .

ing that thofeiflands conftituted fome part 6f the
Eaftern extremity of Afia: and the nations of
Europe, fatisfied with fuch authority, concurred
in the fame idea, Even when the difcovery of .
the Pacific Ocean had demonftrated his mif-
take, all the countries which Columbus had
vifited ftill retained the name of the Indies;
and jn contradiftin&ion to thofe at which the
Portuguefe, after pafling the Cape of Good
Hope, had at length arrived by an eaftern .
courfe, they were now denominated the Indjes

of the Weft *.

Among the Geographers of thofe days,
however, there were fome, who envying the
glory of Columbus, or giving more credit to
ancient fable than to the achievements of their
cotemporaries, perfifted in affigning to the new-
ly-difcovered Iflands the appellation of Antilia

only nine hours, or 135 degrees weft from the Fortunate or
Canary Iflands; and the navigation in that dire@ion was
much fhorter than by the courfe which the Portuguefe were
purfuing.” From this account, for which the reader is in-
debted to the learned Dr. Robertfon, it is evident that the
fcheme of Columbus was founded on rational fyftematical
‘principles, according to the light which his age afforded;
ed, without any fuch fupport, to
ie would

have been juftly confidered as an arrogant and chimerical

' proje&or, and fuccefs itfelf would not have reconciled his

whereas if he had proEof
difcover a new hemifphere by failing weftward ;

temerity to the fober ditates of reafon.

® Columbus failed on his firft voyage the 3d of Auguft,
1492. In 1494 Bartholemus Djas difcovered the Cape of
Good Hope; but it was not doubled till the year 1497,
r uez de Gama fucceeded (for the firft time in

-modern navigation) in this, as it was-then fuppofed, Yor-

when Vaiq

midable attempt.

B2
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feparated from the main Ocean to the North CHAP.

and to the Eaft, by the Iflands I have men-
tioned, although commonly known by the ge-
neral appellation of the Mexican Gulph, is it-
felf properly fubdivided into three diftin&

Bafins: the Gulph of Mexico, the Bay of

Honduras, and the Charaibean Sea*. The
latter takes its name from that clafs of Iflands
which bound this latter part of the Ocean to
the Eaft. Moft of thefe were anciently pol-
fefled by a nation of Cannibals, the fcourge
and terror of the mild and inoffenfive natives
of Hifpaniola, who frequently exprefled to
Columbus their dread of thefe fierce and war-
like invaders, Charaibes, or Caribbeest. And
it was in confequence of this information,

that the Iflands to which thefe favages belong- -

ed, when difcovered afterwards by Columbus,
were by him denominated generally the Cha.
raibean Iflands. - N

_Of this clafs, however, a group nearly ad-
Jjoing to the Eaftern fide of St. John de Porto
Rico, is likewife called the Virgin Ifles; a dif
tin&ion. of which the origin will be explained
in its place {.

* Vide Introduftion to the Weft Indian Aclas, bp
Jefferics. :

+ Herrera, lib. i. - Fer. Columbus, chap. xxxiii. ,
_. % It may be proper to obferve, that the old Spanith
Navigators, in {peaking of the Weft India Iflands in {-
neral, frequently diftinguifh them alfo into two claffes, by
the terms %arlmmmz and Sotavento, from whence our Wind-
ward and Leeward Iflands; the Charaibean conftituting in
fri& propriety the former clafs (and as fuch I fhall ?}eak
of them in the courfe of this work), and the four large
Iflands of Cuba, Jamaica, Hifpaniola, and Porto Rico,
the latter. But our Englith mariners appropriate both
terms to the Charaibean Iflands only, fubdividing them ac-
. cording

Neither )

s

L

.
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the dry; but as the rains in thefe climates con- CHAP.
ftitute two great periods, I fhall defcribe it, I
like the European year, under four divifions.
The vernal feafon, or Spring, may be faid
to commence with the month of May, when
the foliage of the trees evidently becomes more
vivid, and the parched favannas begin to
change their ruffet hue, even previous to the
firft periodical rains, which are now daily ex-
peed, and generally fet in about the mid-
dle of the month. Thefe, compared with the
Autumnal rains, may be faid to be gentle
fhowers. They come from the South, and
commonly fall every day about noon, and
break up with thunder-ftorms ; creating a bright
and beautiful verdure, and a rapid and luxuri-
ant vegetation. The thermometer at this fea-
fon varies confiderably; commoanly falling fix
or eight degrees immediately after the diurnal
rains : its medium height may be ftated at 75°.
After thefe rains have continued about a
fortnight, the weather becomes dry, fettled,
and falutary; and the tropical Summer reigns
in full glory. Not a cloud is to be perceived ;
and the fky blazes with irrefiftible fiercenefs.
For fome hours, commonly between feven and
ten in the morning, before the fetting in of
the fea-breeze or trade-wind, (which at this fea-
fon blows from the fouth-eaft with great force
and regularity until late in the evening) the
heat is fcarcely fupportable ; but, no fooner is
the influence f};lt ofP this refrefhing wind, than
all Nature revives, and the climate, in the
fhade, becomes not only very tolerable, but
pleafant. The thermometer now varies but
linle in the whole twenty-four hours: its me-
dium, near the coaft, may be ftated at about
8o°
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are ufually faint breezes and calms alternately. CHAP.
Thefe are preludes to the fecond periodical

or Autumnal feafon. Large towering clouds, ™"
fleecy, and of a reddith hue, are now feen, in the

morning, ia the quarters of the fouth, and fouth-

eaft; the tops of the mountains at the fame

wme appear clear of clouds, and the objeéts

upon them wear a blueith caft, and feem much

nearer to the fpe@ater than ufual. When_

thefe vaft accumulations of vapour have rifen

to a confiderable height in the atmofphere,

they commonly move horizontally towards the
mountains, proclaiming their progrefsin deep

and rolling thunder, which, reverberated from

peak to peak, and anfwered by the diftant
roaring of the fea, heightens the majefty of -

the fcene, and irrefiftibly lifts up the mind of

the fpeQatorto the great Author of all fubli-

mity,

Tyhe waters, however, with which thefe con-
gregated vapours load the atmofphere, feldom
fall with great and general force until the be-
ginning of OQober. It is then that the hea-
veas pour down catara&ts. An European who
has not vifited thefe climates, ean form no juft
conception of the quantity of water whick
deluges the earth at this feafon: by an exa&
account which was kept of the perpendicular
height of the water which fell in one year in
Barbadoes (and that no ways remarkable) it ap-
peared to- have been equal to fixty-feven cub
cal inches. , .

It is now (in the interval between the Begtu-
ning of Auguft and the laiter end of Oéober)
that hurricanes, thofe-dreadful viitations of
the Ahmighty, are apprehended. TFhe: prog-
noftics of thefe elementary conflis, have been:

minutely
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' on the atmofphere. In the interior and ele- CHAP.
vated diftri@ts of the three former iflands, I I
believe there are fhowers in every month of the ™"~/

ear; and on the northern coafts of thofe
1flands, confiderable rains are expefted in De-

. cember or January, foon after the fetting in of
the north winds.

Of the trade-wind, or diurnal fea-breeze,
which blows in thefe climates from the eatft,
and its collateral points, with little intermiffion
or variation nine months in the year, the caufes
having been traced and difplayed with great di-
ligence and accuracy by Dr. Halley, and re-
peated by numerous writers, it is unnecefla
for me to treat; but the peculiarity of the ]angy-
wind by night éthan which nothing can be
more grateful and refrefhing) has been lefs ge-
nerally noticed. This is an advantage, amon
others, which the larger iflands of the We
Indies derive from the great inequality of their
furface; for as foon as the fea-breeze dies
away, the hot air of the plains being rarefied,
afcends towards the tops of the mountains, and
is there condenfed by the cold ; which making
it fpecifically heavier than it was before, it de-
fcends back to the plains on both fides of the
ridge. Hence a night-wind is felt in all the
mountainous countries under the torrid zone,
blowing on all fides from the land towards
the fhore, fo that on a north fhore the wind
fhall come from the fouth, and on the fouth
thore from the north. Aireeably to this hypo-
thefis, it is obfervable that in the iflands to

~ windward, where they have no mountains,
they have no land-breeze *. B
ut

# The account thus given of the land-wind, fs chiefly
in the words of Dr. Franklin, whofe defription is fo p:e'f;
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¢ tion of ftaying here the remainder of my CHAP.

«« days; for believe me, Sire, thefe countries

<« far furpafs all the reft of the world in plea- ™"

< fure and conveniency ; and I have frequent-
< ly obferved to my people, that, with all my
¢ endeavours to convey to your Majefty an
« adequate idea of the charming obje&s wﬁich
« continually prefent themfelves to our view,
< the defcription will fall greatly fhort of the
({3 mlity.” . )
How il} ‘informed, or prejudiced, are thofe
late writers, therefore, who, affefting to dif-
believe, or endeavouring to palliate, the.enor-
mities. of the Spanifh invaders, reprefent thefe
once delightful fpots, when firft difcovered by
Columbus, to have been fo many impenetrable
and unhealthy deferts! It is true, that after’
the Spaniards, in the courfe of a few bloody.
years, had exterminated the ancient and right-
ful pofleflors, the earth, left to its own natural
fertility, beneath the influence of a tropical
fun, teemed with noxious vegetation. Then,
indeed, the fajreft of the iflands became fo ma-
ny frightful folitudes, impervious and unwhole-
fome. Such was the condition of Jamaica
when wrefted from the Spanith Crown 1n 1655,
and fuch is the condition of great-part of Cuba

and Porto Rico at this day; for the infinitely .

wife and benevolent Governor of the univerfe,
to compel the exertion of thofe faculties: which

he has given.us, has ordained, that by human

cultivation alone, the earth becomes the pro-
per habitation.of man *. »
But

"* Dr. jnd, in his “ Effay on the Difeafes of Hot Cli-.
“ mates,” has preferved an extra@ from the Journal of
an‘O‘E;gx who failed up a river on the coaft of Gmhi?l:

Wk .
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his goodnefs even in the ftru&ture and forma- CHAP.

tion of the trees themfelves; for, the foliage
of the moft part {pringing only from the fum-
mit of the trunk, and thence expanding into
wide-fpreading branches, clofely but elegantly
arranged, every grove is an affemblage of ma-
jeftic columns, fupporting a verdant canopy,
and excluding the fun, without impeding the
circulation of the air. Thus the fhade, at all
times impervious to the blaze, and refrethed
by the diurnal breeze, affords, not merely a re-
fuge from occafional inconveniency, but a

moft wholefome and delightful retreat and ha-

bitation.

Such were thefe orchards of the Sun, and
woods of perennial verdure; of a growth un-
known to the frigid clime and lefs vigorous
foil of Europe; for what is the oak compared to
the cedar or mahogany, of each of which the
trunk frequently meafures from eighty to nine-

ty feet from the bafe to the limbs? What Eu-

ropean foreft has ever given birth to a ftem
equal to that of the ceiba *, which alone, fim-
Ply rendered concave, has been known to
produce a boat capable of containing one
hundred perfons? or the ftill greater fig, the
fovereign of the vegetable creation,—itfelf a
foreft 1 ? ‘
The majeftic fcenery of thefe tropical groves
was at the fame time enlivened by the fingu-
lar forms of fome, and the furprifing beaut

of others of the inferior animals which pof- -
feffed

# The wild cotton tree.
4+ This monarch of the woods, whofe empire extends

over Afia and Africa, as well as the tropical parts of Ame- .

xi;_a’. is defcribed by our divine Poet with great exa&-
i : .

The

L
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of prey, tq defolate their vallies. The croco- CHAP.
dile, or alligator, is indeed fometimes difcover-
ed on the banks of their rivers; but notwith- ™
ftanding all that has been faid of its fierce and
favage difpofition, I pronounce it, from my
own knowledge, a cautious and timid creature,
avoiding, with the utmoft precipitation, the
approach of man. The reft of the lizard kind
are perfe&tly innocent and inoffenfive. Some
of them are even fond of human foliety.
They embellith our walks by their beauty, and
court our attention by gentlenefs and frolic;
but their kindnefs, I know not why, is returned
by averfion and difguft. Anciently the woods
Vor. L C of

fance is extraordinary ; inafmuch as every part of the con- .
tinent of America, but efpecially thofe provinces which lie
" under the Equator, abound in a high degree with ferpents,
whofe bite is mortal. Mr. Bancroft, 1n kis Account of
Guiana, gives a dreadful lift of fuch asare found in thatex-
tenfivecountry ; and, in fpeaking of one of a fpecies which he
calls the fmall Jadarra, makes mention of a negro who was
unfortunately bit by it in the finger. The negro had but
juft time to kill the fnake, when ﬁs limbs became unable
to fupport him, and he fell to the ground, and expired in
lefs tﬁan five minutes,——Dr. Dancer, in his Hiftory of
the Expedition from Jamaica to Fort Juan on the Lake of
Nicaragua, in 1780, which he attended as phyfician, re- -
lates the following circumftance: A fnake hanging from
the bough of a tree bit one of the foldiers, as he pafled
along, juft under the orbit of the left eye; from whence
the poor man felt fuch intenfe pain, that he was unable to
roceed: and when a meffenger was fent to him a few
Eours afterwards, he was found dead, with all the fymp-
toms of putrefaltion, a yellowflefs and fwelling over his
whole body; and the eye near to which he was bitten,
wholly diffolved. This circumftance was confirmed to me
by Colonel Kemble, who commandad in chief on that ex-
pedition. It may not be ufelefs to add, that thofe ferpehts
which are venomous are furnifhed with fangs fomewhat
tefembling the tufks of a boar: they ar¢ moveable, and
laferted in the upper jaw.
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beetle, and appearing the link which conne@s CHAP.
the bird and 1nfe& creation. L

It has been frequently obferved, that al- ‘"""~
though nature is profufe of ornament to the .
birds of the torrid zone, fhe has beftowed far
greater powers of melody on thofe of Europe ;
and the obfervation is partly true. That pro-
digality of mufic which in the vernal feafon ren-
ders every grove in Great Britain delightful,
is unknown to the fhades of equatorial regi-
ons; yet are not thefe altogether filent or 1n-
harmonious. The note of the mock-bird is
defervedly celebrated, while the hum of my-
riads of bufy infes, and the plaintive melo!
of the innumerable variety of doves abound-
ing in thefe climates, form a concert, which,
if it ferve not to awaken the fancy, contri-
butes at leaft to footh the affe&ions, and, like
the murmuring of a rivulet, gives harmony to
repofe. .
But, refigning to the naturalift the tafk of
minutely defcribing the fplendid aerial tribes
of thefe regions, whofe variety is not lefs re- -
markable than their beauty, I now return from
thefe, the fmalleft and moft pleafing forms of
altive life, 1o the largeft ancr moft awful ob-
je&s of inanimate nature. The tranfition is
abrupt; but it is in the magnitude, extent, and
elevation of the mountains of the New World,
that the Almighty has moft ftrikingly manifeft-
ed the wonders of his omnipotence. Thofe
of South America are fuppofed to be nearly
twice the height of the higheft in the ancient
hemifphere, and, even under the equator, have .
their tops involved in everlafting fnow. To
thofe maffive piles, the loftieft fummits of the
moft elevated of the Weft Indian Iflands can-
\ C2 not
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more ponderous by accumulation, they fall at CHAP.
length in torrents of water on the plains. The I
found of the tempeft is diftinétly heard by the >~
{peator above; the diftant lightening is feen :
to irradiate the gloom; while the thunder, re-
verberated in a thoufand echoes, rolls far be- -
‘meath his feet. ' ' -
But lofty as the tropical mountains gene-
rally are, it is wonderfully true, that all the
known parts of their fummits furnifh incon-
teftible evidence that the fea had once domi- '
- mion over them. Even their appearance at a
diftance affords an argument in fupport of this
conclufion. Their ridges refemble billows,
and their various inequalities, inflexions, and
convexities, feem juftly afcribable to the fluc-
tuations of the deep. As in other countries
too, marine fhells are found in great abundance
in various parts of thefe heights. I have feen
on a mountain in the interior parts of Jamaica
petrified oyfters dug up, which perfeétly re-
fembled, in every the moft minute particular,
the large oyfters of the weftern coaft of Eng-
land ; a fpecies not to be found at this time, I
believe, 1n the feas of the Weft Indies. Here,
then, is an ample field for conje&ure to expa- -
tiate in; and indeed few fubjeéts have afford-
ed greater exercife to the pens of phyfical wri-
ters, than the appearances I have mentioned.
Some philofophers affign the origin of all the
various inequalities of the earth to the rava-
ges of the deluge. Others, confidering the
mountains as the parents of {prings and rivers,
maintain that they are coeval with the world;
and that, firft emerging from the abyfs, they
were created with it. Some again afcribe them
-to the force of volcanos and earthquakes: « the
“ Almighty,”
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thofe inhabitants to whofe fupport and conve- CHAP. -
niency they were chiefly found fubfervient, I
when they firft came to the knowledge of

Europe.

It hath been obferved in the preceding
chapter that Columbus, on his firft arrival at
Hifpaniola, received information of a barba-

" rous and warlike people, a nation of Canni- .
bals, who frequently made depredations on
that, -and thé neighbouring Iflands. They
were cdlled Caribbees, or Charaibes, and were
reprefented as coming from the Eaft. Colum-
bus, in his fecond voyage, difcovered that they.
were the inhabitants of the Windward Iflands.

The great difference in language and charac-
ter betwcen thefe favages and the inhabitants of

- Cuba, Hifpaniola, Jamaica and Porto-Rico,
hath given birth to an .opinion that their ori-
gin alfo, was different. Of this there feems
indeed to be but little doubt ; but the queftion
from whence each clafs of Iflands was firft
peopled, is of more difficult folution. Roche-
fort, who publifhed his account of the Antiles
in 1658, pronounces the Charaibes to have
been originally a nation of Florida, in North
America.—He fuppofes that a colony of the
Apalachian Indians having.been driven from
that continent, arrived at the Windward If-
lands, and exterminating the ancient malein.
habitants, took pofleflion of their lands, and
their women. Of . the larger iflands above-
mentioned, he prefumes that the * natural
ftrength, extent and population affording fe-
curity to the natives, thefe happily efcaped the
deftruion which overtook their unfortunate
neighbours ; and thus arofe the diftin&ion ob-

fervable
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ftantly to Guiana*. It does not appear that CHAP.

they entertained the moft remote idea of a
Northern anceftry. :

It may be thought, perhaps, that the Con-
tinental Charaibes, were themfelves emigrants
from the Northern to the Southern Peninfula:
But, without attempting to controvert the po-
fition, to which recent difcoveries feem indeed
to have given a full confirmation, namely that
the Afiatic Continent firft furnithed inhabitants
to the contiguous North-Weftern parts of
America, I conceive the Charaibes to have
been a diftin& race, widely differing from all
the Nations of the New Hemifphere; and I
am even inclined to adopt the opinion of Hor-
nius and other writers, who afcribe to them
an oriental anceftry from acrofs the Atlantic t.

Enquiries however into the origin of a re-
mote and unlettered race, can be profecuted
with fuccefs only by comparing their ancient
manners, laws, language, and religious cere-
monies with thofe of other nations. Unfortu-
nately, in all or moft of thofe particulars re-
fpeéing the Charaibes, our knowledge is k-
mited within a narrow circle. Of a people
engaged in perpetual warfare, huntedp from
ifland to ifland by revenge and rapacity, few
opportunities could have offered; even to thofe
who might bave been qualified for fuch re-

fearches,

* Rochefort, liv. ii. c. vil. See alfo, Note 94 to Dr.
Robertfon’s Hiftory of America. The people called Gali-
bis, mentioned by Dr. R. are the Charaibes of the Conti-
nent, the term Galilis or Calibis (as it is written by Du
Tertre) being, as I conceive, corrupted from Caribbee.
Vide Lafitau, tom. i. p. 297. and Du Tertre, tom. ii. p.
360. :

+ Some arguments in fupport of this opinion are fub-
joined in the Appendix to Book I. )
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My prefent inveftigation muft therefore be CHAP.

neceflarily defetive. Neverthelefs, by fele&-

11.

ing and combining fuch memorials as are leaft v~/

controverted, I fhall hope to exhibit a few
ftriking particulars in the chara&er of this ill-
fated people, which, if I miftake not, will lead
to fome important conclufions in the ftudy of
human nature. -
Their fierce fpirit and warlike difpofition
have already been mentioned. Hiftorians have
not failed to notice thefe, among the moft dif-
tinguifhable of their qualities *.—Reftlefs, en-
terprizing and ardent, it would feem they con-
fidered war as the chief end of their creation,
and the reft of the human race as their naty-
ral prey; for they devoured without remorfe
the bodies of fuch of their enemies (the men
at leaft) as fell into their hands.—This cuftom
is fo repugnant to our feelings, that for a cen-

tury

“ 3 &tre foutenue par la politique et la fireté publique?
% Peut on juger de la valeur, quand elle eft enchainée, et
¢ fans armes?”’—Voyage a la Martinique, p. 58.

* Dr. Robertfon, in note 93 to the firtt vol. of his
Hiftory of America, quotes from a MS. Hiftory of Ferdi-
nand and Ifabella, written by Andrew Bernaldes, the co-
temporary and friend of Columbus, the following inftance
of the bravery of the Charaibes. * A canoe with four
“ men, two women, and a boy, unexpettedly fell in with
« Columbus’s fleet. A Spanith bark with 25 men was fent
 to take them, and the fleet in the mean time cut off their
‘ communication with the fhore. Inftead of giving way
4 to defpair, the Charaibes feized their arms with undaunt-
“ ed refolution, and began the attack, wounded feveral of
% the Spaniards although they had targets as well as other
s defengve armour, and even after the canoe was overfet,
“ jt was with no little difficulty and danger that fome of
“ them were fecurtd, as they continued to defend themfelves,
¢ and to uie their bows with great dexterity while fwim-
* ming in the fea.”———Herrara has recorded the fame
anecdote.










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































