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INTRODUCTION.

)

SSAM is in many ways a country of exceptional interest.
Hemmed in, as India is, by the sea on the south-
east and south-west, and by the lofty chain of the Himalayas
on the north, the only routes between it and the rest of
Asia which are practicable for migration on a large secale,
lie on its north-west and mnorth-east confines. The so-called
Aryans, and many later invaders, such as the Gureeks, the
Huns, the Pathéns, and the Mughals, entered India from
the north-west, while from the north-east, through Assam,
have come successive hordes of immigrants from the great hive
of the Mongolian race in Western China. Many of these
immigrants passed on into Bengal, but in that province they
bave, as a rule, become merged in the earlier population.
Their influence is seen in the modified physical type of
the present inhabitants, who are classed by Mr. Risley as
Mongolo-Dravidians, but there are very few who possess the
distinetive Mongolian physiognomy or who speak Mongolian
dialects. In Assam, on the other hand, although in the
plains large sections of the population, like that of Bengal,
are of mixed origin, there are also numerous ftribes who
are almost pure Mongolians, and the examination of their
affinities, in respect of physique, language, religion and
social customs, with other branches of the same family
forms one of the most interesting lines of enquiry open
to Ethnologists.
Their religion indeed has more than a local importance,
as in it is probably to be found the clue to the strange
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i 'Ta.ntnk developments, both of Hmdulsm and of Buddhism.
~ The temple of Kamakhys at Gauhati is one of the most
sacred shrines of the Sakta Hindus, and the whole country
is famed in Hindu tradxtmns as a land of magic and witch-
eraft, The old tribal beliefs are gradually being abandoned ;
and the way in w]nch Hindu priests established theu-f

. inﬂuence ~over non-Aryan chiefs and gradually drew them

Wxthm their fold is repeatedly exemplified in the pages of

Assam History. -~ The various methods of conversion

; enumerated by Sir Alfred Lyall and Mz, Risley have all been
adopted there at one time or another,

‘ Pmor to the advent of the Muhammadans the inhabit-
ants of othe;r parts of India had no idea of history ; and our
knowledge of them is limited to what ecan be laborxously

~ pleced together from old inseriptions, the accounts of foreign
invaders or tmveﬂem, and incidental references in religious

5 wmtmgs On the other hand the Ahom conquerors of Assam

- had a keen historical sense; and they have given us a full

and detaﬂed aacount of their rule, which dates from the ea.rly ‘

. pa.rb of the thxrteenth century s

: Ano‘bher claim to notice is supphed by the clreumstanee ‘

 that Assam was one of the few countries in Indla. whose

~ inhabitants beat back the tide of Mughal conquest and
maintained their 1ndependence in the face of repeated -

~ attempts to subvert it. Full accounts of these invasions have f

- come down, both from Ahom and from Muhammadan sourees,

~and are mterestmg not on}y in themselves, but also from

the hght which they throw on the old methods of warfare, |
and from the evidence whxch they afford of how little
~ supenor arms, numbers and dlsclphne can avail against

 difficulties of eommumcatmn, madequate snpphes and an
 unhealthy ohmate,_ L : :
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In splte of this there is, probably, no part of India regard~ :
ing whose past less is generally known. In the histories of
India as & whole, Assam is barely ment_mned ‘and only ten
lines are devoted to its annals in the historical portion of
Hunter’s Indian Empire. The only attempt at a connected

history i m Enghsh is the brief account given by Robinson—
some 43 pages in all—in his De@cmptwe Aecount qf' dsam, r

published in 1841. Two histories have been published in the
vernacular, one by Kasinath Tamuli Phukan in 1844, and the '
other by the late Rai Gunabhirdm Barua Bahadur in 1884,

The former deals only with the Ahoms, The latter givesalso
a brief account of other dynasties who formerly ruled in the

Brahmaputra valley. But both are far from complete, and
2 mass of new material is now available,

The researches of Blochmann have thrown much light c

on the Muhammadan invasions of Assam, and the . late
Sir James Johnstone compﬂed from records in the Forelgn

'~ Department of the Government of India a deta.xled narrative {

of the expedltmn of Captain Welsh to Assam in 17’93 ’A Dy
~and of the causes which led up to it. When I was Sub-
- Divisional Officer of Mangaldai, in the Darrano- district,

- I caused a translation to be prepared of the Bansabali, or
family history, of the Darrang Rajas, thqh contains a great |

~ deal of information regarding the Koch dynasty, and gave
- an analysis of itina paper contnbuted to the J oumal of the
~ Asiatic Soclety of Bengal : : ~

In 1804, Sir Charles Lyall, K.OSL, who was then

oﬁ:‘:czatmg as Chief Commmsmner of Assam, pointed out that

g% the time had come for a sustamed and systematxc endeavour G |

i ,to arrest the process of destructmn of such hxstoueal manu*,"
soripts as still ‘survived, and, ab his request, I drew up
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,'a.fvschem‘e fydfythe prosecution of historical research in ~the
Province. My proposals were accepted by the Chief
Commissioner and a sma]l grant was made to cover the neces-
sary expendxture In the course of the enquiries that ensued
a rock inscription at Tezpur and five ancient copper-plates
: ,contmmng records of land grants by bygone kings, were
discovered ; and these, with two similar copper-plates already
~ known, give a good deal of information concerning the kings
* who reigned in the Brahmaputra valley between the years
800 and 1150 A.D, In Jaintia five copper-plates were found,
25 well as a number of coins and a historical manuseript.
Manuseripts relating to the rule of the Baro Bhuiya, the
~ Chutiyas and the Rajas of Dimarua were also discovered and -
,?,‘translated With the assistance of Indian friends, a careful
éearch was made for all references to Assam in ancient Hindu
 ywritings, such as the Jogini Tantra, the Kalika Puran and
the Makabharat, as well as in more recent works, such as the
; Eqps.éa Chand and the rehglous vmtmgs of the folleers of
Sakar Deb. :
;  But the most 1mportant results of the enqmrles were in
, conneetxon with the records of Ahom rule, The kAhoms
“were a tribe of Shans who migrated to Assam early in the
thrteenth eentury ‘They were endowed with the historical
: faculty in a very high degree; and their priests and lead-
: mg fa.mﬂws possessed Buranjis, or hlstomes, whmh were. ;
, penodmally brought up to date They were written on
~ oblong strips of hark, and - were very carefully preserved and :
handed down from father to son.* The number stnll m

'For fnrther parhxculars see  mesning is “a store that teaches
- Appendix D. 1t may be mentioned  the 1gnorant” (Bu, *ignorant
fkhere that Buwranjiis one of the . persons,” ram, “teach,” and Fho
| very few Agsamese words which are store it pr “gra,uary j ;

 derived from the Ahom. Theliters]l
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existence is considerable, and would have been much greater
but for the fact that, about a century and a half ago, one of
the chief ministers of State discovered that in one of them
doubts had been cast upon the purity of his descent, and
used his influence with the king to cause it to be destroyed
together with all others which, on examination, were found
to contain statements reflecting on those in power or their
near ancestors. ' :

The more recent of these Buranjis are written in
Assamese, which was gradually adopted by the Ahoms after
their conversion to Hinduism, but the earlier ones are in the
old fribal language, which is similar to that of other Shan
tribes, and is written in a character derived from the Pali.
The knowledge of it is now confined to a few old men of the
Deodhas or priestly caste. When the mass of the Ahoms
accepted Hinduism, the tribal priests gradually fell into
disrepute ; and, although they themselves long resisted the
proselytizing efforts of the Brahmans, they have at last given
way and have now all taken Gosains. The result is that the
rising generation has been taught Assamese and not Ahom,
and in a few years the kmowledge of the latter language will
have disappeared altogether. To rescue from oblivion the
records written in it I selected an educated young Assamege,
Babu Golap Chandra Barua, now a clerk in the office of the
Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur, and gave him a com-
mittee of five Deodkais to teach him Ahom and 4o agsish
him in translating their manuscripts. The work was by
no means easy; the Deodkass themselves proved far from
proficient, and it was nearly three years before all the manu-~
seripts that could be traced were translated. Having no
knowledge of the Ahom language myself T have had to rely
entirely on the t;ranslations made by this Assamese gentleman,
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but T have every confidence in the accuracy of his work.
I tested his knowledge of Ahom in various ways and found
it satlsfaetory, and the comparison of one Buranji with another

‘has shown that they agree in a way that would be impossible
if there were serious errors in the translation. I am indebted
to him not only for the translations, but also for assistance
in the elucidation of vanous questions of Ahom nomenclature

~ and customs.

- Some of the Buranjzs go back to the year 568 AD. When
the ancestors of the Ahom kings are said to have descended
 from heaven. The earlier portions are of course unreliable,

and they contain little beyond lists of names; and it is not

~ until Sukapha became king in 1228 A.D. that they can be

: ,trea‘oed as historical records,  From that date, however, they‘
are generally very trustworthy, The followmg is a hst of
the chxef Buranjis ;=
: Alkom. :
(1) From the ea,rhest times to the end of Ahom rule. :
: - This is a very complete and valuable record.

i ‘(2) From the earliest times to Mir Jumlah’ invasion
S m1663AD o '
©(8) From the earliest times to 1695 A D.

 (4) From the earliest times to 1764 A.D.

- (5) From the earliest times to 1681 A.D.

7 (6) From the ea,rhest tlmes to 1810 A D

. ~ Asmmeae. ' CEE
) From the earliest times to the end of Ahom rule. ,
: (2) From 1228 to 1660 A.D. S
(3) From 1228 to 1714 A.D.
. (4) From 1497 to 1714 A.D. -
(5) From 1598 to 1766 A.D. Deals very fully mth
: ‘bhe events of Ru&ra Smgh’s relgn., . »
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(6) From 1681 to 1790 A.D.

(7) From 1790 to 1806 A.D.

(8) An account of the tnbute paid to Mir J umla.h :

(9) An account of the relations with the Muhammadans
in the years 1mmedmtely followmg Mir J umlah’
invasion.

(10) An account of the Moamarias. Lo

(11) An account of the political geoma.phy of Assa.m in

the seventeenth century.

The historicity of these Buranjis is proved not only .by
“the way in which they support each other, but also by the
confirmation which is afforded by the narratives of Muham~
madan writers, wherever these are available for comparison.
Their chronology is further supported by the dates on various
records which have been collected and collated for the purpose
of checking it, including those on about 70 Ahom coins, 48 '
copper-plates, nine rock, and 28 temple mscnptmns and six f

~ inscriptions on cannon. -

- Most of the materials for’ the present Work were co]lected'
while T was sexvmg in Assam, but I had no lelsure at
that time to devote to their critical examination or to the‘ :
' compﬂa;bmn of a continuous narative. This was done durmg
~ two periods of leave in England. The book has been printed
since my return to India, at a time when heavy oﬁcxal duties
have left me but little leisure to devote to the revision of
 the proof sheets, or to the further consideration of the con-
clusions arrived at. In these cifeumsta,nces it is inevitable
that there should be defects in respect both of form and matber.
‘For these I can only erave the mdu]gence of my readers.
S EAGAIT
S _Dmsnnmm; :

- 8th September, 1905,
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HISTORY OF ASSAM.

CHAPTER L.
PREHISTORIC AND TRADITIONAL RULERS-
_ Some general considerations,

- TaE science of history was unknown to the early mhabfﬁ- Dearth of
: a.nts of Assam, and it is not till the Ahom invasion in 1228 A.D. 3”13; ds.
that we obtain anything atall approaching a connected aceount :
of the people and their rulers. For several hundred years
previously some scattered facts may be gleaned from a few
- ancient inscriptions and from the observations of a Chinese
traveller. Before that date nothing definite is known, and our
only information consists of some dubious and fragmentary
veferences in the Makabharat and in the Purdans and Tantras, .
- The stories culled £rom the latter sources cannot of course be Indiea-
dignified with the name of history. They are at the best fllmed
ancient traditions, but even this cannot be asserted with cer- f::;: e
tainty, and some of them may have been interpolated by P Phﬂ"l‘)gy i
interested copyists in comparatively recent times. They may, et,hm
- however, contain a substratum of fact, and, in any case, ﬁhey ET&PhY- :
- are fondly remembered by the people. A short account will, I
~therefore, be given of some of the better known legénds. ~
~ But before dealing with these legends, we may refer briefly

 to some general indications regarding the ancient movements

of the people which are suggested by ph]lologma.l and ethno- - ] s

i gmphxeal considerations.  So far as phﬂalogy is concerned,

o 113 is of course admitted that language is no real test of Tace.
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- The Ahoms have abandoned their tribal dialect in favour of
Assamese, and the Rabhas, Kacharis and other tribes are

~ following their example. The reason in these cases is partly

- that Assamese is the language of the priests, who are gradually
 bringing these rude tribes within the fold of Hinduism,
~ and partly that it is the language of a higher civilization,
But there is another way in which one form of speech
may supplant another, viz., by conquest. When one nation
 brings another under subjection, it usually imposes its own
language on the conquered people. Thus within the last
hundred years the Shan tribe of Turungs, while held in cap-
tivity amongst the Singphos, abandoned their native tongue
and adopted that of their captors. It may safely be assumed
that one or other, or both, of these processes has always been in
~ operation, and that, just as Assamese is now supplanting
. Kachari and other tribal languages, so these in their turn

s displaced those of an earlier generation. There is, however,

7 ki difference, that whereas now, the caste system, to a great

~ extent, preserves a distinet physical type, the earlier philolo-
- gical changes were accompanied by racial fusion. We know

 that this occurred after the Ahom invasion of Assam, when
many Chutiya, Mordn and Borahi families were incorporated

A in the Ahom tribal system and, by lapse of time and inter

 marriage, gradually came to be recognized as genuine

Ahoms, The Ahoms themselves are Shans, who, according
- toan eminent authority,* are the outcome of an intermingling

- of Mons, Negritos and Chinese. The Koches appear to have
~ been originally a Bodo tribe, closely allied to the Meches and
‘Kachiris, but many of them now present the physical charac-

~ teristics of the Dravidian family,

G - The fact therefore that, excluding immigrants during
 historic times, a few communities, like the Kalitas, of reputed

: Aryan descent, and a few others, such as the Doms, of
 obvious Dravidian origin, the bulk of the population of the

" his Tniroduction to Colguhoun’s the same author.

_ %M. Tersien de 1a Couperie in The Cradle of the Shan Race by
Amongst the Shans. See also '
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Brahmaputra valley is eompnsed of tribes whose peculiar
dialects belong o the Bodo family by no means indicates
racial uniformity. All that it can fmrly be held to show is
that the most recent conquerors, prior to the Ahoms, were
Bodo-speakers, and that they imposed their language on the
older inhabitants, whose identity gradua.lly became merged
_in that of their conquerors.

With these preliminary remarks the general conclusions to
be drawn from a study of the languages and physxe&l type of
the people may be briefly set forth., :

The earliest linguistic formation ‘recognizable in Ind:a. i ])mvxdmn
‘the Dravidian. Aﬁ the present day, languages of this family ?ﬁ‘d
are spoken by the people whom ethnologists call Dravidians, speakars
and whose physical traits include a long head, large dark eyes,

a fairly strong beard, a black or nearly black colour, thin
legs, and a very broad nose, sometimes depressed at the root
but not so as to make the face look flat. Whether or not; this
race was the one which originally introduced the Dravidian
languages is uncertain, It is, moreover, impossible to say
whether the Dravidians by race are genuine autochthones, or
whether they immigrated at some remote period of the past,
If they are immigrants, their apparent connection with the
African negro suggests that they came from Africa, either
entering the north-west of India by way of Arabia, where
the subsequent intrusion of a Semitic race has since obliter-
ated all trace of them, or else coming from the south, in the
prehistoric time when it is thought that India was connected
with Madagascar by a land area, known to naturalists as
Lemuria, which subsequently broke up and sank beneath
the sea, leaving as its only trace several huge shoals and a
chain of islands. The one thing that is certain in the midst
of this uncertainty is that their path did not lie through
Assam. : ‘

- Dravidian languages are now spoken only in the south of
Indm. and in the uplands of the peninsular system, but the
Dravidian physical type extends over all but the extreme
north-west of India, and is found even in the plains of

B2
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Aﬂsam, though (excludmg recent settlers) ﬁhe srain s here
- much weaker than it is elsewhere.
~ The next family of languages is the thda, w}nch was
~ thought by Logan to be a compound of Dravidian and
~ Mon-Khmer dialects, but is said by the most recent enquirers
to be a separate formation, with an unidentified substratum,
common to it and to the last mentioned linguistic family.
 However that may be, there is no distinet race of men corre
~ spondmg to the Munda dialects, and the people who speak
them cannot be differentiated in respect of their physical type
* from those whose languages are of the Drawdaa,n famﬂy :
~ There has been complete racial fusion.
karn The Dra.vxdlan and Munda lmgulstle formatlons were
hlﬂdo‘ followed by the Indo-Chinese. This is associated with the
.ngue:;es.. Mongohan variety of mankind, whose most noticeable peculi-
arities are a flat face, high cheek bones, a broad bridgeless
 nose, small eyes with oblique lids, a dark yellow com-
 plexion, lank hair, scanty beards and muscular limbs. The
- people of this type came probably from the great home of the
Mongolian race in Western China ; they entered India from
-the north-east and, descending the Brahma.putm, spread far
into Bengal where they modified the physical characteristics
 of the inhabitants and praduced what Mr. Risley calls the
- Mongolo-Dravidian type; in Assam, exeept perhaps in the
- Surma Valley, the prevalent type approaches muc:h more nea,rlyf.
to the Mongolian than to the Dravidian. '
The Indo-Chinese linguistic family is dmded mto three
sub-famﬂles of which the most mportant in Assam are the
Mon-Khmer snd the Tibeto-Burman ; the third or Siamese-
Chmese, however, includes Shan, of wlnch the language of the
. Ahoms is a dialect., The Mon-Khmer speakers came first, and
they were followed by successive incursions of tribes speaking
 dialects of the Tibeto-Burman sub-family, who eitherabsorbed,
and imposed their own forms of speech on, such of the earlier -
 inhabitants as survived, or pushed them back into the hills, The
 dialects of this subwfamﬂy which are current in Assam belongf b
o in the mamt@ three groups, 'mr. - Na aga, spoken m, and east of, :
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the Naga hills, Kuki-Chin, spoken in Manipur, Cachar and
the Lushai hills, and Bodo, which eclaims practically all the
surviving non-Aryan languages of the Brahmaputra valley
and the Garo hills and the principal ones of North Cacharand
Hill Tippera; it includes, amongst others, Kachari or Mech,
(aro, Dimasa, Tippera, Lalung, Rabha and Chutiya. In more
recent times there have been several intrusions of tribes speak-
“ ing Tai or Shan languages, the most notable being that of
S the Ahoms.
e The wide extent and long duration of Bodo domination is Probable
shown by the frequent occurrence of the prefix di or ¢i, the o‘f‘rﬁﬁ%’;‘
- Bodo word for water, in the river names of the Brahmaputra domina-
valley and the adjoining country to the west, e.g., Dibry, to
Dikhu, Dihing, Dihong, Dibong, Disang, Diphang, Dimla,
ete. In some cases the old name is disappearing—the Dichu
river, for instance, is now better known as the Jaldhaka—~while
in others it has already gone, as in the case of the Brahma~
putra, which in the early days of Ahom rule was known as
theTi-lao. The latter word was doubtless the origin of another
old name for this river, »52.: Lohit or Lau-hitya (red). This
name has another derivation in Sanskrit literature, where the
~ water is said to be so called because Parasuram washed
- off his bloody stains in it,* but there are numerous similar
- instances of the invention of such stories to explain names
- taken from the aboriginal languages. The Kosiderives its name
- from Kkussi, the Newar word for river, but itis connected
~ in Hindu legends with Kusik Raja ; and the Tista, though
_ its first syllable is clearly the Bodo di or #, is regarded by
 the Hindus as a corruptmn of trishna, “thirst,” or érisrofa,
“three springs.” The Ahoms ruled in Assam for seven
- hundred years, but their word for river (#am) occurs only
- in afew instances in the extreme east, e.g., Namrup, Namtsik
- and Namsang. They called the Dikhu the Namchau, but the
~ earlier Kachari name has survived in spite of them. The
*Kalika Purén, 84th Adlzg/aya Sanskrit Texts, Vol. 1, pp. 458,

o of the Jamadagnya Upakhyana. See  459).
T also Bﬁagavat Puran (J. Muir's







