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2 NEW HISTORY OF THE MARATHAS

ments and failures has yet been written by weaving together all the
fascinating and colourful material which the patient industry and
critical acumen of modern scholars have made available to us. ‘The
subject still waits for scientific investigation by a trained mind en-
dowed also with the constructive vision of a true historian. By far
the largest proportion of the original sources exists in Marathi only,
and they cannot reach workers ignorant of that language. On the
other hand indigenous writers in Maharashtra are often handicapped
by their ignorance of Persian, French and sometimes English also,
and their want of access to essential books and manuscript records
in these foreign languages ; for we should never forget that the history
of India in the eighteenth century is made up of the varying strands
of the European and Indian powers struggling for dominion in this
vast land, and each of them has left records of its transactions written
in its native tongue, which cannot be left out of account.

The historical ancestors of the Marathas such as the Mauryas,
the Guptas, the Yadavas, the Parmars and others who had wielded
the sceptre in this land at different times, have left very scanty
records of their reigns. What remains to remind us of their times
consists of a few cryptic inscriptions, fanciful culogies (prashasti)
of court poets, and a few old coins or stray notices of foreign travel-
lers. No full and documented history can be built in such poverty
of materials. But as the Maratha rule best known to us, happens to
be a very modern phenomenon, there are available in the Marathi
language the most valuable materials in the form of state-paners,
news-reports, diplomatic despatches, legal decisions, diaries, chrono-
logies, land-grants, official and private correspondence, military regu-
lations, budgets and accounts. The enormous volume of these records
can be judged from the fact that at a rough estimate they extend
over a hundred thousand printed pages. This is a proud heritage
of Maharashtra unshared by any other province of India.

The first history of the Marathas worthy of the name was pub-
lished by Captain James Grant Duff in three volumes as far back as
1826. Since then a vast amount of original material unknown to
him has come to light. Historical research in our country has made
phenomenal progress during the present century, with the effect of
profoundly altering the objective of historical treatment. Besides
fresh points of view are being forced on us by deep social changes
bringing on a new mental outlook and by the advancing tide of re-
search and criticism in this field as in others. As Goethe observes :
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PREFACE

The great historian of the Rise of the Dutch Republic has truly
remarked : “ The spectacle of a brave nation, inspired by the soul
of one great man and rising against an overwhelming despotism,
will always speak to the heart from generation to generation.” This
hope has inspired me to write my book. And there is a special need
in the present condition of India why we should know and ponder
on such a history. Maratha history 'is no longer the cherished trea-
sure of a single community or province ; it should prove a source of
inspiration, wisdom and warning to all India. |

The characier and achievements of Shivaji and the Peshwas
have left a permanent mark on the history of India. They form the
most recent example of our genius for nation-making of which we
today may well be proud. Of all the diverse races inhabiting the
Indian Continent, each gifted with a peculiar trait of its own, the
Marathas alone can claim to have made a distinct contribution to the
political fortunes of this land by daring to establish Indian self-rule
throughout the country, although mcasured by the length of time
their construction proved too short-lived. For over half a century
the politics of India were directed from Satara or Poona. The
Maratha Government, with all its faults, inspired the people
under its rule with a living sense of unity and co-opcration with-
out which no self-rule is attainable. It thus provided f{ree scope for
the cnergies of all classes of the people, each according to its natural
bent.  This is a political lesson which India sorely needs today. If
the true function of history is to impart wisdom of the past for the
benefit of the present, to warn a nation in the days of prosperity
against the hidden dangers of creeping deterioration, as also to sti-
mulate its courage and call forth its recuperative energy in times of
adversity,—then India cannot afford to ignore the lessons which
Maratha history has left behind in its short but eventful career. The
inspiring careers of Shivaji and Baji Rao I, the daring planning and
carnest execution of Madhav Rao I and Mahadji Sindia, contrasted
with the vices and follies of Raghunath Rao Dada and Baji Rao 11,
convey a moral which modern India will be the wiser for laying to
its heart. )

Unfortunately, however, no worthy narrative of Maratha achieve-
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To the Memory of

Sayaji Rao Gaekwad
Sena-Khaskhel Samsher Bahadur,
Grand Commander of the Star of India,

Mahiaraja of Baroda
[1875-1939]

to whom I have given all my life’s years
of Service, and who had led my young

steps into the pleasant path of History.

G. S. Sardesai
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