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“Whilst the Journal will be principally devoted to gen-
eral topics of Moral or Physical Science, Philology and
Polite Literature, the Editors will not be unmindful of our
local and peculiar concerns. They will endeavor to col-
lect and diffuse what information they can, concerning
the history of Virginia, and the other States—their first
Settlement—their progress as Colonies and as Indepen-
dent States:—their peculiarities in Laws, Manners or Di-
alect—their Statistical Details and Natural Phenomena.
* k%

“A part of the Journal will communicate information
concerning the University. * * *

“Party Politics and Controversial Theology will be ex-
cluded; but such exclusion will not extend to religious
or political topics, of a general character, discussed with
temperance and ability.

‘“The Journal will consist of sixteen pages super-royal
octavo, weekly, and at the end of the year, an Index will
be furnished. * * *

“The terms of subscription will be five dollars per an-
num, payable on the delivery of the fifth number. The
work to be commenced as soon as two hundred sub-
scribers shall have been obtained.

* * * * * * * *

“University of Virginia, Feb. 26, 1829.”

It seems natural to conclude, judging from the append-
ed date, that this prospectus was issued first in circular
form, and then reprinted in the first number of the Jour-
nal.

CHARACTER AND CONTENTS.

That the editors of the Museum succeeded well in carry-
ing out their purposes concerning their publication, both
in respect to character of contents and standards of
scholarship, must be apparent to anyone who will take
the pains carefully to examine their work; for although
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the Museum differs considerably, both in form and con-
tents, from most literary periodicals of to-day,—from the
University of Virginia’s present publications, with the
rest,—the older journal does not suffer materially from
the contrast, but gives evidence that its contributors were
men of thorough scholarship and broad experience, and
that the Institution that is now the pride of so many
hearts, owes much of its success to the secure foundations
that our fathers laid.

In order that a definite idea may be had of the actual
character of the Museum, the headings of the entire con-
tents of two numbers will now be enumerated. The num-
bers selected are No. 1 and No. 40, which may be regarded
as fair representatives of the rest.

At the head of each number of the Journal stands the
following motto:

“POSCENTES VARIO MULTUM DIVERSA PaLATO—Hor.
Lib. ii. Ep. 2.”

The opening article in No. 1 is the “Prospectus’ already
referred to. This occupies most of the first page; but
two-thirds down the second column begins an “Introduc-
tion” by the editors, that runs to the middle of the first
column on page 3. Here begins a three-column essay on
the “Manufacture of Diamonds.” Following this is a
long collection of clippings, headed, “Australian Adver-
tisements.” This article ends on page 8, and is followed
by a five-column exposition of “Amianth Cloth, Paper,
&c.” Next is a somewhat shorter essay on “Verbal Crit-
icism.,”

JEFFERSONIANA.

After this are four columns under the general
title, “Jeffersoniana.” Next, a half column is taken up
with a notice of the publication, in Charlottesville, of “Jef-
ferson’s Memoir, Correspondence, &c.,” a work that was
to sell at ten dollars a copy,—three thousand copies (half
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the edition) having been already subscribed for. Most of
the remaining page and a half is taken up with “Univer-
sity Intelligence,” the first item of which reads as follows:

“Thomas Jefferson Randolph, Esq., of Edgehill, in this
County, has been appointed, by the Executive, a visitor

of this University, in the room of W. C. Rives, Esq., ap-
pointed Minister to France.”

BRIEF CONTRIBUTIONS ASKED.

The last third of the last column of No. 1 contains “No-
tice to Correspondents, &c.” One of the paragraphs un-
der this head is the following:

“The Editors will thank their contributors not to allow
their communications to exceed six printed pages, unless
the subject admits of division.”

This rule, so modestly stated, seems to have been an
index to the courtesy of the management ; for after several
months, when it becomes evident that contributors will
sometimes insist upon writing enough to fill eight pages,
instead of only six, the notice ceases to appear—the “law,”
being found ineffective, is., we presume, kindly set aside.

COXTEXTS OF No. 4o.

The first three pages in No. 40 are occupied by a “Com-
parative View of Modern and Ancient Poetry and Litera-
ture in General.” Then follow a short article on “Heads.™
and a longer one on “De Salle’s Picture of London.” The
story, “A Country Belle.” takes up the remaining eight
and a half pages. with the exception oi three-iourths of
the last page. which is devoted to “University Inzein-
gence.”  This heading, in this particular instance. might
to some appear rather ironical. since the whele depart-
ment consists of questions in Algebra. Geometrv, lane
and Spherical Trigonometry. and Arnalviical Geometry,
that had been propounded at a recent examination.
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UNIVERSITY NEWS.

“University Intelligence,” as a department, appears in
most of the numbers, claiming in some as much as two
pages of space; in others, it is cut off with a single para-
graph; and occasionally it is crowded out entirely by
other departments,—or else is intentionally omitted. We
may infer that the latter supposition is often the correct
one, judging from the comparatively small importance
that seems to have been attached to local news; for when
there are official announcements to be made, or examina-
tion questions to be printed, the department enlarges it-
selt accordingly; but when it contains only personal items
it shrinks to insignificant proportions. It is possible that
this would have been different, and that the “Intelligence
gatherer” would have exerted himself more actively some-
times, could he have foreseen how eagerly we of to-day
seize upon items like the one already quoted, and the fol-
lowing :

“The Board of Visitors of the University are now in ses-
sion. Mr. Madison, the Rector, has been prevented from
attending by his infirm state of health, for although he
has recovered from his recent attack of indisposition he
has not yet regained his strength. The visitors present
are Messrs. Monroe, Cabell, Johnson, and Randolph.”—
Museum of July 15, 1829.

“John Tayloe Lomax, Esq., Professor of Law in this
University, has been appointed, by the Legislature, a
Judge of the General Court for the third Circuit.”—Mu-
scum of Dec. 23, 1829.

STORIES, REVIEWS, STUDIES.

The tale, “A Country Belle,” has its location in “one of
the midland counties of Virginia,” and is representative of
a respectable class of the Museum stories. Others that

belong to localities in Virginia and adjoining States are,
“Julia Moncrief,” “The Gold Seeker,” “The Wilderness,”
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and “Maiden’s Adventure.” The last is a narrative relat-
ing the escape of young Margaret Allen from a party of
marauding Indians, an incident from which the name
“Maiden’s Adventure” was applied to a small creek that
flows into the James ncar Richmond. “De Salle’s Pic-
ture of London” is a rather appreciative review of a
Frenchman’s account of his visit to the English metropo-
lis. This article is begun in No. 39, and is continued in
No. 40 and No. 41. “Heads” is one of the two or three
brief phrenological studies that are printed in the Museum.
The “Comparative View of Modern and Ancient Poetry
and Literature in General” is one of three very excellent

critical essays that appear, under the same title, in suc-
cessive issues of the Journal.

JEFFERSONIANA.

“Jeffersoniana” is the general heading under which are
published various extracts from the writings of the great
statesman and University patron. The following para-
graph, which appears as an introduction to the series, will
be of interest:

“The kindness of Thomas Jefferson Randolph, Esq.—
the grandson of the Patriot and Philosopher, whose ac-
tions occupy so large a space in the history of his coun-
try’s glory,—will enable us to lay before our readers, un-
der this head, several extracts from the Common-Place
Books of that illustrious individual, which are not des-
tined to meet the pubilc eye in any other form. They
will be additional evidences of the indefatigable industry,
in the prosecution of knowledge, which so preéminently
distinguished him through the whole course of his long
and useful life.”

Eight numbers of the Museum contain “Jeffersoniana;”
and the nature and variety of the several extracts may be
inferred from their titles: No. 1—“Hume’s Political
Principles;” No.2—"“Meteorology;”’ No. 3—"“Days of the
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Week;” No. 4—“Chronology of Inventions;” No. 5—
“Titles of Dignity;” No. 6—“Early History of Carolina,
Maryland, etc;”’ Nos. 7 and 8—“Denmark.”

CriTiCcAL AND INDUSTRIAL ToPICS.

“Verbal Criticism” is the only article published in the
Museum under that particular title; nevertheless, it may
be taken as the representative of a rather large class of
essays on language, since there appear elsewhere six pa-
pers on “Provincialisms,” six on “Americanisms,” and five
on “The German Language.”

“Amianth Cloth, Paper, &c.” and the “Manufacture of
Diamonds” are examples of a large number of composi-
tions on industrial and scientific subjects. There are es-
says on: “Effects of Charcoal in-Suppressing Fermenta-
tion,” “Disinfecting Agents,” “Diseases of the Horse,”
“Railways,” “Roadmaking,” “Sugar,” etc. In this connec-
tion may also be mentioned six connected articles on “The
Policy of Encouraging Manufactures.”

PoLiTtics.

Another series of articles, not suggested by anything
in the two copies of the Museum just reviewed, but a se-
ries that occupies much space in other numbers of the
Journal, and that should be of especial interest to the pub-
lic at the present time, are the detailed reports, twelve in
number, of the Constitutional Convention that assembled
in Richmond on the first Monday in October, 1829. These
reports are prefaced, so to speak, by a shorter series ot
five letters, purporting to have been written to a member
of the approaching convention, at his request, by a friend
that signs himself “V.”

PoETRY.

Thus far nothing has been said of poetry. From this
circumstance it must not be inferred that the Museum was
bereft of the gentle muse’s sympathy. The fact is that a
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considerable amount of verse, some of a most excellent
quality, is found at intervals throughout the volume. In
all, there are thirty-two pieces. Of these, eighteen are
sonnets, the rest of various forms. All of the sonnets
and seven of the miscellaneous pieces were written by
“D. C. T.”—Dabney Carr Terrell, concerning whom the
editors of the Journal have this to say:

“We publish, to-day [July 1, 1829], the first of a man-
uscript collection of fugitive pieces, by the late Dabney
Carr Terrell, Esq.—an individual whose modest and un-
assuming merit prevented his being sufficiently appreciat-
ed beyond the circle of his immediate acquaintance. An
unfortunate and fatal duel with a fellow student, at the
age of seventeen, threw over his existence a gloom which
is perceptible in all his compositions, and thus exerted a
baneful influence on his subsequent success in life. Mr.
Terrell died at New Orleans, of the vellow fever, on the
sixteenth of August, in the year 1827, at the early age of
29. * * * Many of Mr. Terrell's productions will remind
the reader of the immortal Byron, whom he appears, in-
deed, to have taken for his model, and all are indicative
of unusual poetic talent in the lamented author.”

We have space here to give only two selections from
Mr. Terrell’s poems. The first is the opening stanza of
“On An Indian Mound.” The second is a sonnet of ex-
ceptional beauty, which, without its signature, might be
attributed to Wordsworth:

“Can’st say what tenant fills yon grave?
Oppressor stern, or crouching slave?
Or gallant chieftain, vainly brave,
Who for the land he could not save

Was well content to die?
Or beauteous maiden in her bloom,
Who rashly sought an early doom,
Because unable to resume
Her lover’s heart? or. in the tomb
Do both united lie?”
—On An Indian Mound.
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“Far from the haunts of man and his abode,
I find, 'midst nature and her works, a home
More fitted to my spirit, when I roam
Or by the silent shore or shady wood;
Where, though alone, ’tis not in solitude.

For I can read, or in the starry dome
Above, or all around, as in a tome,
With none to check my thoughts or to intrude
On meditations, which can woe beguile
Of half its bitterness—and dreams which sleep
Hath not engender’d: but, alas! the while
Gay youth and wit and wealth and beauty keep,
Their midnight revels, must I stand and smile,
As one who smiles because he would not weep.”

Among the several pseudonymous poets, “Zenobia”
contributes “Washington’s Dream” and “Thoughts on
Visiting the Grave of Jefferson.” The excellence of the
latter poem may be evinced by its opening stanza:

“Dark shades are gather’d o’er thy place of rest!
Thou! who within thy country’s bosom sleepest;
And grief is swelling in each throbbing breast,
Where fond affection hoards her treasures deepest;
But neither shades nor tears can cloud thy fame,
Or dim the lustre of thine own great name!”

RHYMES FOR “TARIFFE.”

Lines on “The Tariff” were suggested “by the remark
lately made by Mr. Webster in a celebrated speech in the
Senate and which is thus reported: ‘It was the tariff!
tariff! tariff! everything began with it and ended with it.
He believed if there was any word to rhyme with it, all their
sonnets would be on the same subject.”” To prove that
there are some words to rhyme even with tariff, “Mercu-
tio”’—who incidentally turns out to be Professor Tucker—
produces twelve stanzas in each of which the supposed an-
omaly is made to consort more or less harmoniously with
such phrases as “far if,” “war if,” “cigar if,” “star if,” and
“Czar—if.”’

CoMPARISON WrtH To-DAY.

If by this time the reader has a fairly clear idea of the
character of the Museum, he may be aided in his concep-
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tion still further by attending to some of the particular
contrasts that are noticeable between it and publications
of to-day. First, let us observe that the price of this
weekly journal, of sixteen octavo pages, was five dollars
a year. How thankful we should be, if we love papers
‘and books, that we were not born a hundred years ago!
As regards texture of paper and quality of workmanship,
the Museum suffers no great disparagement by being com-
pared with more recent journals. In fact, it is doubtful
whether many of the papers that are printed now will bear
inspection half so well, after the lapse of three-quarters
of a century. One of the mechanical features of the Mu-
seum, however, that strikes us now as being odd, or in bad
taste, is the practice of beginning even long articles al-
most at the very bottom of a column, if the preceding
piece happens to end there. A few words are spelled in
ways that differ slightly from the common American usage
of the present day. For instance, we find “gulph,”

b3 B 1 4 b2 N {1

“shew,” ‘“‘waggon,” “cyder,” “expence,” and “antient.”

FONDNESS FOR QUOTATION.

A preliminary quotation from some famous author seems
to have been regarded as a primary essential of composi-
tion by almost every contributor, no matter what his sub-
ject, or the nature of his treatment. So far is this true,
that throughout the 830 pages of the Museum, Vol. I,
there can scarcely be found a dozen essays and stories,
putting forth a claim to “correctness,” that do not begin
with a Latin, Greek, French, or English quotation.
Whether the treatise is on “Blondel and Richard Lion-
Heart,” or on “Superstitions Connected with the Moon,”
the pithy preface can generally be counted on. We are
not surprised that a writer, in discussing “The Policy of
Encouraging Manufactures,” should put forward a state-
ment on the subject from Thomas Jefferson; but then
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another gentleman just as complacently begins his essay
on the “Modern Improved System of Road Making” with
three lines from Byron!

A SAGE PREDICTION.

A paragraph like the following causes us sensibly to
realize that the Museum is not an index of this generation:

“L,ocoMOTIVE ENGINES.”

“At a trial of locomotive engines, for a prize of five
hundred pounds, offered by the directors of the Liverpool
and Manchester rail road; a steam carriage, made by
Messrs. Braithwaite & Co. of Loondon, moved along at
the surprising rate of thirty miles an hour; and, with
three times its own weight, at the rate of twenty-five
miles! * * * What astonishing results may be anticipated
from this important application of mechanics!”"—Museum
of Nov. 25, 1829.

BLUE LLAWS FOR THE STUDENTS.

Occasionally, also, we find some statements which re-
mind us that a few things about the University of Vir-
ginia have changed, too, since 1829. It is to be presumed
that the students of 1gor would be mildly surprised to find
on the bulletin board an announcement like this:

“Each student, inhabiting a dormitory, shall have his
name painted on the door, at his own expence.”

But if such a statement would be regarded with sur-
prise, who can imagine the consternation that would seize
some gentlemen upon beholding such a declaration as
the following:

“The hotel keepers are required to furnish a list of such
of their boarders as are absent from breakfast, and of
those who appear at breakfast, half an hour after the bell

has been rung.”
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No ADVERTISEMENTS.

Perhaps the most striking contrast to be found in com-
paring the Museum with twentieth century magazines, is
its lack of advertisements. The announcement is made
in various issues, that “advertisements, when of a purely
literary character, will be inserted on the last page of the
Journal;” but notwithstanding this tendered privilege,
there are only two straight-out “ads.” in the whole volume.
One of these is a notice by Joseph Martin, that he “will
bind the Museum for subscribers, substantially and neat-
ly;” the other is a circular by Henry Tutwiler, Jr., an-
nouncing that he “proposes to open a School in the neigh-
borhood of the University.” The only other notice that
could at all be classed as an advertisement, is one con-
cerning a “New Medical Dictionary,” by Professor Dun-
glison. But if the contrast just noted does exist in a
striking degree, it may be comforting to conservative
spirits to know that in another very important respect
there has been no change since 1829,—perchance since the
invention of printing,—as is evidenced by the following
paragraph, which appears from time to time, during the
latter half of the year, in no less than nine issues of the
Journal:

“T'o SUBSCRIBERS.”

“Those gentlemen who have encouraged the Museum
by subscribing to it are earnestly requested to remit the
amount of the year’s subscription by mail to MrR. WiILLIAM
WERTENBAKER, the agent, at the University.”

PsrupoNYMS THE RULE.

Before closing this sketch of our University’s first pe-
riodical, it may be pertinent to notice yet one other feat-
ure. It is a fact generally accepted, that we always are
interested to recognize, behind all literature, the author’s
personality. In fact, our interest in a work is often main-
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ly due to our interest in the man who produced it; and
if, perchance, after reading an excellent production, we
find the name of the writer torn off and lost, we natur-
ally are conscious of an unsatisfied want. In reading the
Museum to-day, we are apt to experience the same feeling;
not that we find no signatures, for there is an abundance
of them; but they mean nothing to us, because they are
almost invariably pseudonyms. Instead of the author’s
names at the end of the several compositions, we must be
content with such signs and combinations as the follow-
iﬂg: uwy,n uzy’n “D,” “L,” “S,” “H,” “Cuspis,” “Peter
Pascal,” “Chris :Cruize,” “Indagator,” “Psyche,” etc. It is
not my purpose, in calling attention to this feature of the
Journal, to disparage the men who thus signed themselves,
but to disparage the custom,—a custom which, happily, I

am glad to believe, has also undergone a change since the
days of the Museum.

ONLY ONE VOLUME ISSUED.

On the fly-leaf of a bound volume of the Museum, a vol-
ume that has recently come to the University library from

an alumnus, at the instance of Col. Thomas L. Preston,
are written the following lines:

“To the Library of
the University of Virginia
from
W. F. Brand.

0.

Rector of St. Mary’s Church
Harford County Maryland
October 1900

gy
A4

“T do not know how long
the Literary Museum was
continued. I had Vol 1i
but as it was not bound, at
the time received in Nos.
It was lost. I have tho’t that
this literary effort of some of the
Faculty of 1829 might be of
interest.”
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[In the above, the original form, punctuation, capital-
ization, etc., is preserved.]

From the foregoing note by Mr. Brand it would appear
that at least a second volume of the Museum was pub-
lished, but from a notice by the editors, that is printed in
No. 52, of Vol. 1., it seems probable that the publication
was not continued beyond the first year. There is other
evidence, moreover, that appears to substantiate this con-
clusion. It is possible, therefore, that Mr. Brand, since he
wrote the above seventy years after the date he refers to,
may have had in mind some other journal; but he is cer-
tainly correct in the opinion that the volume he thus pre-
sents is of interest,—of interest, we should say, to all who
are in sympathy with the University’'s past, or concerned
with its present and future.



WILLIAM LYNE WILSON.—TWO TRIBUTES.

The following testimonials came too late to be included
with the article on Mr. Wilson, in the July, 1901, issue.

L.

FroM HoN. HiLaArRYy A. HERBERT.

I was already in the House of Representatives at Wash-
ington, when William L. Wilson became a member of that
body. We soon began to gravitate toward each other,
for we had much in common. Our social antecedents
were quite similar; we had both been Confederate sol-
diers, and we had been reared in the same political school.
In addition to all this, we soon discovered ourselves to be
in entire accord on all the leading questions that were un-
fortunately destined, while we were in the public service, to
divide our party; and when the sorrowful time came for
political friends to divide, Wilson and I took the same
path. Naturally, we were intimate, so that if I shall be
unable, in this short sketch, to do justice to the character
of my friend, a reason for it must be sought, not in any
want of opportunity to know, but in my inability to portray
the man as he was.

He was the rarest compound I have ever known of gen-
tleness, modesty, courage, integrity and intellect. Of
that quality so often leading to speedy success in public
life, which is forcefully called “push,’ he was as absolutely
devoid as is a well-bred woman. If he had gone out of
Congress at the end of his first term, his intimate friends
would have remembered him as a man of great possibil-
ities, but he would have left behind him only a fleeting
name in his own district; this because he never sought
opportunity to display himself. He bided the time when
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the occasion should seek him. This lack of self-assertion
was not the result of timidity. He had absolute faith in
his own conclusions, and it is not possible that he could
ever have doubted his ability to defend them. Nor did
his modesty come from any disposition to avoid respon-
sibility. It was born and bred in him, and the culture that
gave him an intimate knowledge of all that is best and
highest in literature only served to chasten and deepen
his natural modesty, by broadening his conceptions of the
responsibilities and privileges of others,

He was thoroughly honest himself, and his mind was
equally as honest as his heart. It played him no tricks.
Even had it been possible for any selfish purpose ever to
prompt the man to reach from premises he accepted as
true an incorrect conclusion, his logic would have for-
bidden it. Such a man could not be false to friend or
country. He was of the stuff of which heroes are made—
true heroes, who do not seek martyrdom out of a desire
for notoriety, but accept it without hesitation when it lies
in the pathway of duty.

Intellectually, Mr. Wilson was wonderfully gifted. This
any man can know, for his speeches and writings of record
bear him witness. His wit was as nimble as his logic was
powerful, and it was never ill-natured. It diffused itself
in the brightest of humor, always enlivening his conver-
sation, and now and then informing his most eloquent
speeches. His bright sayings were never studied up be-
forehand; they were always spontaneous, bubbling out as
naturally as did that geniality and warm-heartedness which
were the delight of all who were so fortunate as to call
him friend. He was like the sunlight brightening and
warming everything it touched. My most vivid recollec-
tion of him is as he sat at the council table of the President
during the last two years of Mr. Cleveland’s administra-
tion. The personal relations existing between the Presi-
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dent and his advisers were singularly harmonious. The
outside world, who, know Mr. Cleveland only through his
public acts and who are accustomed to regard him as a
man of rugged and uncompromising will, and as many
think, even of wilfulness, will, perhaps, never fully under-
stand how kindly and courteous the President was to his
Cabinet. The meetings of that body were absolutely in-
formal, and the freest discussion was invited and had. So-
cially, Mr. Cleveland’s Cabinet was indeed a happy family.
During all the time that Mr. Wilson was one of this fam-
ily, the political situation was serious and there was never
any lack of grave matters for consideration, but at regular
meetings of the Cabinet, before taking up public ques-
tions, it was the almost invariable custom to indulge for a
time in pleasant gossip and anecdote, nearly every one
taking part; and here Mr. Wilson’s wit and humor shone
preeminent. If we could only have had from his pen a
picture of these meetings, it would have been perfect, ex-
cept that we should have had Wilson in the background.

Of Mr. Wilson’s heroism in standing steadfast on the
tariff, when he knew his district was against him, and in
adhering to his own views on the silver question, when
his party had, as he thought, left him, and of the willing-
ness with which he sacrificed ambition when it came in his
way to do it, I need not here speak. All the world knows
it. It was this quality in him, combined with the lovable-
ness of his character, that bound together him and his
great chieftain in ties of friendship that were as beautiful
as they were indissoluble.

Peace be to the ashes of my friend! It would be well
for the country which he served with so much fidelity,
could his memory be perpetual in the land!



18 Southern History Association.

II.

FroMm HoN. Oscar S. STRAUS.

William Lyne Wilson' was born in Jefferson county,
Virginia, which is now West Virginia, on May 3rd, 1843.
He died at Lexington, Virginia, on October 17th, 1900,
in his fifty-eighth year. He was educated at Charlestown
Academy and Columbian College, Washington, D. C.,
where he graduated in 1860. After graduation Mr. Wil-
son attended the University of Virginia, but the war break-
ing out, he enlisted as a private in the Confederate army
and continued such until the end of the war. After the
war he became professor of Latin in Columbian University
and shortly afterwards he married Miss Huntington, the
daughter of the Greek professor in that University.

When the “iron-clad oath” was repealed in West Vir-
ginia, Mr. Wilson returned to practice law in Charlestown
until 1882, when he accepted the presidency of the West
Virginia University. Only two weeks after accepting this
position, through one of those contingencies that often
happen in our political life, he was forced to accept the
nomination as the candidate of his party for Congress, and
he was elected by a bare majority of nine votes. He con-
tinued in Congress for six successive terms until 1895,
when, by reason of his conspicuous advocacy of tariff re-
form and the change of sentiment following that agita-
tion in many parts of the country, he was defeated. \While
in Congress he attained the foremost position in the leg-
islative branch of his partv, and as the chairman of the
Wayvs and Means Committee of the House of Representa-
tives he framed the law known as the Wilson Bill, but be-
cause of the hopeless division of his party, it was mutilated
by some four hundred amendments, so that the bill as fin-
ally passed embodied no longer the principles, but at best

! This tribute was read at the Authors’ Club in New York, March
28. 1901, and appeared in N. Y. Times of March 29. 1901.
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only the tendency, for which the Democratic Party had
contended.

In 1895, he was appointed Postmaster General in Presi-
dent Cleveland's Cabinet, and at the expiration of his
term was elected President of Washington and Lee Uni-
versity at Lexington, which position he held when he died.

This is the brief outline of the life of a man who filled
every position he held with conspicuous modesty and rare
ability. He was known as the Scholar in Politics, as
throughout his public career he displayed such scholarly
research and thorough understanding of the questions that
came up for consideration.

William I,. Wilson was a remarkable man, an ideal of-
ficial—he typified all that is best in American statesman-
ship,—a scholar by inclination, by temperament and by
training,—a statesman by the breadth, the depth and
soundness of his views, which were never obscured by
temporary phases or by party expediency. With his thor-
ough and accurate knowledge of the political development
of the country he possessed the rare faculty of convincing
oratory which appealed with suggestive force and power
to the minds of his fellow citizens, whether on the stump
in his native district or in the halls of Congress, or before
public assemblages in the leading cities of the country.
Though he was in the forefront in some of the most hotly
contested issues that agitated political parties during the
last twenty years, yet the sweetness of his character and
broadness of his views, which reflected themselves in his
every utterance, had the charm to elevate even his oppo-
nents above the petty wrangles and bitternesses engend-
ered by party strife. He never said an unkind word and
never did an inconsiderate act. No man ever went from
the halls of Congress carrying with him a higher measure
of esteem and affection from his colleagues on both sides
of the house than William L. Wilson.

This is not the time or place to discuss the correctness
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of his conclusions on tariff questions, but this much must
be said even by those who differed from him, that his
philosophical and scholarly arguments have a permanent
value for the proper study of the principles that underlie
revenue legislation, as well as whether under a Democratic
government it be just and equitable to levy imposts for
purposes of protection, as distinguished from the needs for
economical administration. He had the statesman’s in-
stinct for searching out the fundamental principles of
every public question, and the methods and mental quali-
ties of a philosopher to measure those principles by the
permanent standards of equity and justice. To the pub-
lic good he gave his untiring efforts, and he has enriched
the public service by a life’s work of high ideals, of broad
and conservative statesmanship, and by unswerving loy-
alty and unselfish devotion to public duty, which will en-
shrine his memory among the foremost scholarly leaders
of political thought in our country during the closing
years of the nineteenth century.



DISCOVERY OF LAKE SUPPERNONG (PHELPS),
NORTH CAROLINA.

WiITH NoTeEs By Maj. GEorGE P. CoLLINs.

The following account of the discovery of Lake Scuppernong,
formerly known as Lake Phelps, in Tyrrell and Washington coun-
ties, N. C., was prepared about a century ago for Dr. Hugh Wil-
liamson’s Hsstory of North Carolina (Philadelphia, 1812, 2 vols.)
by an author whose name has been forgotten. The name Phelps
still appears on most of the State maps, although Mr. Josiah Col-

lins (3rd) rebaptized it by its Indian name, Scuppernong, and by
which name it should be known.

The following note found among the papers of Josiah Collins
(1st) in a handwriting which appears in many of his papers and
accounts, although it is not known for whom the initials L. S.
stand, gives a more definite account in names and dates than
the contributor to Williamson, and one which has been more
generally accepted as the notes of Major Collins show.—Eds.

“Lake Phelps was first discovered, Aug. 23d, 1755, by Josiah
Phelps, James Phelps, Edward Phelps, Edward Massell, John
Tarkinton and Benjamin Tarkinton. Benjamin Tarkinton claims
the discovery of the Lake by climbing a tree and seeing the
water first—and Josiah Phelps claims the discovery by getting

into the water first.”

The contributor to Williamson says:

In giving a geographical account of the State, perhaps
the following account of Lake Phelps may be worthy of
a place in your History of North Carolina.

In the County of Tyrrell, which borders on Albemarle
Sound, there is one of those large Swamps or pocosens,
so often to be met with in the Southern parts of Amer-
ica.—The one I am now speaking of, from its immense
extent and impervious nature, has acquired the appella-
tion of The Great Dismal, and until a few years past, this
large Tract of Country was considered as of no kind of
value whatsoever.

The Inhabitants who had been settled round its borders
for more than an hundred years, had never ventured to
penetrate it, to the distance of half a mile from its bounds,
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‘til at last some Hunters, who 1esided near it, led on by
curiosity, and in hopes of finding firm Land within it, un-
dertook to explore it.

The party, at first, consisted of twelve of the stoutest
men in all the County; They had provided themselves
with every requisite for such an expedition, and seemed
determined to discover what was inclosed in the bosom
of this dreary solitary haunt of Beasts; but on the second
day at night, ten of these valiant adventurers abandoned
their design, and left, to their two more hardy comrades,
Mr. Josiah Phelps and his brother Joseph, the more hon-
orable task of perseverance. These two bolder spirits,
continuing their rout, found themselves the next day on
the edge of a large Lake, where they spent several days
in hunting, with great success.

This beautiful piece of Water is nearly of an oval shape;
it is about eight miles in length, and nearly five wide; its
Waters are deep, transparent and full of fish of the most
delicious kinds; There is not a Tree or a bush grows in
it, but it is bordered by a Forest of Majestic Poplars of
the growth of Centuries.

The Lands immediately round the Lake, to the north
and west, are dry and firm; at the distance of half a mile,
they are lower, but of a most superior quality. The Lake
is now called Lake Phelps, in honor to Mr. Josiah Phelps
& his brother, who discovered it. It is about six miles
from The River Scuppernong, which empties itself into
Albemarle Sound; and what is very remarkable is, that
‘tho’ at so small a distance from the River, the surface of
the Lake is at least fiftcen feet higher than the surface of
the River. This circumstance induced Messrs. Josiah
Collins, Nathl. Allen & Saml. Dickinson of the Town of
Edenton, to form themselves into a Company for the pur-
pose of purchasing and improving, the vast Tract of Land
around this Lake; They thercfore in the year 1737.
bought and entered the quantity of one hundred thousand
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~acres, and immediately set about cutting a navigable
Canal from the River to the Lake; this great undertak-
ing, 'tho attended with an immense expence, they com-
pleted in the space of two years. The Canal is six miles
long, twenty feet wide and six feet deep; it admits the
navigation of Crafts (constructed for the purpose) that
carry fifty or sixty tierces of Rice; and any Vessel that
does not draw more than eighteen feet water, may lay and
take in her Cargo at the mouth of the Canal. By means
of this Canal, all the Lands that lie between the Lake &
the River, can be laid dry, or put under water at pleasure;
these advantages have given those enterprising Gentle-
men the most valuable River estate in America. They
now have, at the head of the Canal, a considerable plan-
tation in the culture of Rice & Hemp; They have also
on the Canal, several Saw and grist Mills with other im-
provements, from which they are amply compensated for
the vast expence and trouble they have been at, in re-
claiming this great & valuable Tract of Country.?

NoTEs BY MAjJ. GEorRGE P. CoLLINs.

For the accompanying sketch of the discovery and settle-
ment of Lake Scuppernong, written to be incorporated in
Dr. Hugh Williamson's History of N. C. the author's
name has been forgotten: said lake called on the maps
Lake Phelps, was restored to the old Indian name, Scup-
pernong, by the father of this writer.

The following errors occur in the sketch, namely: the fall from
the lake to the river through Collins’ canal, distance about six
miles, is eighteen feet not fifteen feet; six feet of the fall occurs
in first quarter of a mile, where the mills were located. The fact
that the surrounding lands could be located from the lake 1s said
to have first induced the Lake Company to open the property
which was first used as rice fields, this was afterwards abandon-
ed because it made the negroes unhealthy.

The purchase and entry of the lands must have been prior to
1787 as my great-grandfather in his answer to a cross bill in

' Williamson treats this subject to a slight extent in his chap-
ter on the natural features of the State, see II. 181-183.
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e.ziy of Dr. Dickinson says, I went 10 Boston in the latter part
of :7¥%g cr ezriy :n 1783, among otier matiers oi business to fit
ut the ‘Guineaman.”” This name applied to the vessel that
br-cgat the negroes irom Alrica who dug the canal It seems
very improbable that sach a costly 2nd important step should be
tzyen poics to formation o the Lake Compacry cor purchase and
€n:iry¥ of the 100.000 acres of land—thereiore the company must
bzwe orgzn:ized and made the purchase. entry. &c.. in the later
par: i 178 The story of the discovery of the lake. as often
repeatec to me and 1n my presence by my father. Josiah Collins,
(?rd oI tzat name) is aiter Jssiah and Joseph Phelps. and a
cocmpanion named Tarkinton. had been abaandoned by their
companions. they pushed on in a westerly course and camped on
a kn<ii ol about one-quarter acre. Such knolls were known in the
swamp as “Chestnut Oak Islands.” on which there were many
tarxs of fire years back showing that they were camping places
fcr t5e Incians, though the Tuscarcras were ignorant of the
ex:stence of the lake—the tribe or tribes preceding them camp-
¢. and fished near and in the lake as evidenced by arrow and
Jance heads and broken pottery founc in the edge oif the water,
when low. The island on which Phelps and companions camped
is now distinctly visible in the upper western field near the N. E.
corner of a grove leit as a building site, when the field was
cicared. d:stant about 2350 vards irom the lake: it was called the
“fnder’s island.” When Phelps. his brother and Tarkinton got
breakiast next morning they gave up the search., determined like
feir fellows to return home. but Tarkinton climbed a tree on the
iland and without thinking oi consequences or his own fame
called out, “there is the lake right there.” pointing in a S. W.
direction. One of the Phelps’ brothers. I think Joseph. ran for-
ward, jumped into the water and named it Lake Phelps. As
above stated, the name Scuppernong was restored to the lake by
my father. Tarkinton was the real discoverer, or first white
man to find the lake.

At the request of the Editors. Major Collins has added some
valuable biographical notes on Josiah Coliins, (1st. 2d. 3d. 4th and
sth). some of whom played an important part in the economic
development of North Carolina. \

Josiah Collins (1st of the name that came to America, known
as Captain Collins, because of his becoming an extensive ship
owner,) was born near Taunton. Somersetshire. England, August,
1735; emigrated to America, after death of his wife, about 1773;
lJanded in Boston. after a short stay went to Providence, R. I,,
remaining about a year. He then came to Halifax, N. C., re-
mained awhile and finally settled at Edenton. N. C., where, Janu-
ary 1. 1777. he organized the firm of Collins, Stewart & Muir,
who carried on extensive mercantile business. Capt. Collins
bought the interest of his partners and wound up the business;
he bought an interest in a rope walk at Edenton. which he and
his son. Josiah Collins (2nd). eventually owned entirely. He sent
his own ships to Russia, imported the hemp and furnished the
cordage to rig the American Navy for the War of 1812, which
was done in Edenton Bay. Capt. Edward Preble, afterwards the
distinguished commodore of the American Navy, was master of
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one of his vessels, was a warm and trusted friend and was in-
duced after much urgent persuasion to join the Navy, for Capt.
Preble insisted that he was not fitted for that service, which was
disproved afterwards by his success at Tripoli, in 1803. There
were many curious and valuable presents in possession of the
family brought by Captain Preble from China, Japan and the
Mediterranean ports. [Preble’s sailing instructions follow]:
Josiah Collins (1st), about 1785 or 6, formed with Nathaniel
Allen (father of Gov. William Allen, of Ohio, and grandfather
of Senator Allen Granberry Thurman, of Ohio), and Dr.
Samuel Dickinson, the Lake Company, to drain and cultivate the
lands around Lake Scuppernong (Phelps). The Lake Company
cut the first canal in the State from Lake Scuppernong to Scup-
pernong river. Captain Collins became sole owner, leaving the
estate on the lake to his grandchildren, his son having a life
estate in it. There is a tradition, how reliable I cannot say, that
the Treasury portfolio in Washington’s cabinet was offered to
Capt. Collins, who declined, however, because he was too recent
an immigrant to be free from suspicion of his motives.

Josiah Collins (2nd), born in England, Nov. 10, 1768, came
with his father to America; he married at about 40, Ann Rebecca
Daves, daughter of Maj. John Daves, and sister of John Pugh
Daves, Esq., of New Bern, father of Maj. Graham Daves. Josiah
Collins (2nd), was associated with his father in his business affairs
from the time that he was grown until his father’s death, and
continued as merchant, manufacturer and planter until his death,
Feb. 10, 1839; he was a successful business man throughout his
career.

Josiah Collins (3rd), born at Edenton, N. C., March, 1808;
married Miss Mary Riggs, of New York, 1829; moved from the
ancestral home at Edenton to Lake Scuppernong and settled on
the place left him by Josiah (1st), his grandfather, called “Somer-
set Place” from the shire in England whence the family came.
He added to his landed estate and enlarged his operations; was
very prominent in public as well as private affairs, and also as a
church man. He procured the change of name of the lake from
Phelps to Scuppernong, the Indian name of the district and river,
and died June 17, 1863, at Hillsboro, N. C,, a refugee during the
Civil War.

Josiah Collins (4th), born July 19, 1830; died Feby. 14, 1890, was
an attorney-at-law; first lieutenant ordnance department, C. S.
A.. and brother of the writer.

Josiah Collins (5th), born June 17, 1864, resides in Seattle,
Washington. ]

1 will mention a fact that struck me when looking over the
old papers left by my great-grandfather and grandfather, among
which were lists of land entries, titles, &c., that the names of the
inhabitants of the five counties lying between Albemarle and
Pamlico sounds are or were at the outbreak of the Civil War, the
same as they were 100 and more years before and scarcely a
family name that was not represented!

3 This is true to a very large extent of the State as a whole.—
Ep.
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SAILING INSTRUCTIONS FOR CAPTAIN PREBLE.

EDENTON oth January 1788.—
CAPTAIN EDWARD PREBLE,

Sir,

When you have loaded the Schooner Elizabeth of
which you are Master you are to proceed to the Bar, but
as the Vessel will, I expect, be very deep, I advise you not
to attempt to go over the Swash without reducing her
draught of Water so as to prevent any risque— Wallace,
a Pilot at Portsmouth, has a small Vessel you may get for
that purpose, if necessary— From thence, after putting
yvour Vessel in order for Sea, you are to proceed to Mar-
tinico, and on your arrival there to enquire the marketts
at that place and at the different Islands to Leeward, to
which American Bottoms are admitted; and if you find
that a greater price or even as much can be obtained for
the Cargo at Martinico, or at any other of the Islands
mentioned, you are to dispose of it there to the best ad-
vantage, if not, to go where the best price can be got,
provided, after estimating the expences that will accrue in
consequence of going from your destined Port to another
& the difference in the price in the price of such Produce
as you are be directed to lay in as a return Cargo, vou
conceive it will be for the interest of the voyage— The
nett proceeds of the present Cargo, I wish you to invest in
Molasses and Coffee of a good quality and an equal
amount in cash if the latter can be taken on board with-
out endangering the Vessel but if it cannot be done, you
will lay out the whole amount in Molasses only—

The Rice on board belongs to Mr. Lawrence Baker,
you will sell it for the most that can be obtained and in-
vest the nett procceds in Brown Sugar of a good quality
if to be done without incurring the risque above men-
tioned, or otherwise, purchase Molasses to the amount,
unless he gave yod any directions to the contrary when
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you saw him, observing not to hazard the top of the Ves-
sel, and to keep his property separate from the rest of the
Cargoe—

I request you will be carefull of your Vessel & Stores,
frugal in your expences and to make all the dispatch in
your power back to this Port those things being attended
to you will probably make a saving voyage, but a con-
trary conduct will make it quite the reverse—

Wishing you a pleasant Voyage & a speedy return,

I am Sir your obt svt
Josiah Collins.

I hereby acknowledge the foregoing to be a true Copy
of my instructions which I promise to adhere to Edward

Preble
Hertford the 10th Jan 1788—



LETTERS FROM JOSEPH MARTIN TO PATRICK
HENRY.

[General Martin (1740-1808), pioneer, Indian fighter and agent
in North Carolina and Tennessee is sketched in these PUBLICA-
TIONS, Vol. IV. pp. 443-444. A full sketch of him has been pub-
lished by Dr. S. B. Weeks in the Report of the American Historical
Association for 1893.

d’.I‘he ]summaries of letters, enclosed in parenthesis, are by the
editor.

(1)
(Treaty making; rascally Indian Agents.)
Dear Sir/ Tugoloe in Georgia/ ye 23 July 1789

I attended the Intended Treaty with the Cherokees ye
25 last month at french broad river, wheare the Commis-
sioners waited 12 Days over the time appointed for hold-
ing the Treaty without hearing a word from the Indians,
they then Decampt I went on to meet the Creeks the
prospect of that Treaty together with the Situation of this
County. I Refer you to the Inclosed papers, one of which
is a letter from Genl Clark to Col Clevland which I had
permission from Clevland to send for your Information,
about the time the Indians was Expected they made an
attack on this quarter killd & wounded several among
which was Maj Wolton (our Woltan) who is now at my
elbow who I Expect will Expire in a few minutes from
this time

Who Ever may be in fault I will not undertake to say
but I believe you will think after looking over things that
had some others been in the appointments things would
have been on much better footing.

I also Inclose a Copy of Capt McCluskeys Deposition
Respecting the letter I mentioned to you, whether it would
be well to send it on to Congress with a letter from me
or not I leave to your Judgment, if so I must beg that_you
will do that business all & Every Kind of that I leave to
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you beging that you will make use of my name in any
letters you think proper

I am told that Genl Mathew is making Interest for to
get in a Relation of his to be superintendant & I suppose
will say much about the letter I wrote to McGilvery tho
hope that the (D) Delegation from Virginia will have as
much wait as those from Georgia.

I have lately had several messages from the Cherokees
to Come to their Counsiles but have put them off —Every-
thing is like to succeed well, if successfull in my appoint-
iment.

There is a Certain Bennett Belue a man of Infamous
Character who is set on by Mr. Savier who has Collected
a few of the fugitive Cherokees together and forged a
number of letters, seting forth that he is appointed by the
Chiefs of the Cherokees to do business for that nation &
has taken Two Indians of the lower Class with him to
put a better face on his villiany, & has Got a Deed or lease
from the Indians for Great part of their County I under-
take to assure you that not one of the principle (1 page hr)
Chiefs Knows any thing of the matter This Information
I must beg that you will Immediately Transmitt to Con-
gress to prevent Imposition, I shall wait hear afue Days
Longer to see the final Decision of The Treaty

I much presst by the Commission of Georgia & Genl
Clark to attend the Treaty saying they are sorry that any-
thing was said Respecting the letter that Every Gent in
Georgia are much in my favorer

I shall leave nothing in their power

I shall take a Tour in a few Days Thro some of the the
Cherokee Towns & make a stand at the long Island un-
till sometime in september if opertunity offres shall be
glad of a few lines, Interim/

Remain as usual your obliged
Humble & most obdst

Patrick Henry Esq Jos Martin
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(2)
(Private business matter as to land certificates.)
Dear Sir/ Henry County ye 2d April 1799

You applyd to me in May 1784 thro Mr Fontain for
some Certificates to secure some Land in North Caro-
lina. I furnished for you * him with Lbs. 302 12s which he
passt his rect for—sometime after I received a few goods
by William Parks, which no Rect has been given for tho
I Recollect the paper Mr Fountain Gave me stands against
him or you you will please to adjust the matter as it
could not be done if either you or myself was out of the
way. With heart felt pleasure I see your appointment as
one of our plenipotentiaries to France but am in doubt
Whether you will accept or not. Will you be so Good as
to drop me a few lines at the ferry by the Return of Capt

Rowland
I am Sir with Great Respect

Your most ob serv
Jos Martin

Endorsed on back in P. Henry’s hand:

“These I paid chierfully if not wholly for I do believe
nothing is due for them Mr Fontaine’s Estate is to pay
nothing.”

3)

(Indian Affairs: appointment as Agent to Chickasaws;
watching Spaniards.)

Dr Sir/ Jan ye 18 1790

Your much much esteemed favour of ye 10 instant
Reachd me on Saterday last—, I have Carefully lookt over
it and am sincerely sorry that I Cannot at this Time wait
on you which nothing should provent—only the situation
of my wife; particulars on that I refer to Mr Funtain,
nothing, on this side the Grave can Give me greater pleas-
ure then to Serve you, and will with pleasure go to the
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Chickasaw nation, But I Dont think it will answer any
valuable purpose unless I had some appointment from
Congress, in the Indian Department, as Savier & Belew
has their Eyes on that Spot of Ground Belew is now in
the Chickasaw nation & Claims all that Valuable part in
your purchase which you will see by his advertisement
which I enclose (you will please to send it Back) & should
any person be there on that Business without Some au-
thority from Congress, their life might be in Danger with-
out answering, any Desireable purpose

I am told Savier is Trying hard to be appointed super-
tendant, & has several friends in north Carolina assem-
bled who have wrote in favour of him to Congress, they
are thro him to share part of that Valuable purchase you
have lately made.

Could I Git appointed which I think might be affected
by sending Immediately to Congress, you will see whot
Govenor Martin Says about it. The senators from North
Carolina, will intefer(e) in my favour I think nothing is
now wanting but your friendship which I have long Ex-
perranced and Cannot hav the least Doubt of, Govenor
Martin is somewhat mistaken, Respecting Belues infor-
mation about McGillavrays letter that Complaint Come
by way of the Governor of Georgia, altho Belue Lodged
sundry Complaints, set on by Savier.

Respecting the letter that has made such a noise, if Ever
I had the Interest of the states at hart, never more than at
that Time, if you will be so obliging as to Charge your
memory, you will I Trust Remember that when you was
Govenor last, I informed you that I Recd letter from Mec-
Gillavray advising me to Come there if he Could serve he
Cheerfully would also a message from the Govenor of
Pansacola Desiring I would Come there without loss of
time, I immediately sent to you for your advice in that
matter which was not to Go myself but send some per-
son to Try to find out what his Business might be per-
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haps some scheme might be forming against the united
states, perhaps Mr Turnbull might fish it out or some
Indian might be of service, if you Remember the letter
& will state the matter to the president every Deficulty will
be Removed.
Tho eny thing of this I leave to you whether to write
in my name as well as your own, or whether in Either
I wrote you some Days past on the subject Inclosing
a Report of the Committee by John Rowland he has Re-
turnd I am told & left the letter on the Road in his Wag-
gin Box
Your advise to me as Govenor of Virginia was aprinci-
ple reason why I kept up a Communication with McGil-
lavray, by which I obtained many points of Information
& had the Spanards made any attempt on the united states
I am well assured I should have Got Information in time
to give publick notice before any Blow Could be struck
Pray did you send on the Dispatches I sent by the
mountain leader, did you get the money from Congress,
whither shall I Send the negro boy to Joseph Moltons or
not he says he is to be Redeemed in march next, Let me
hear from you by Mr Funtain and it Gives me pain that
I Cant leave Darow, with him but perhaps it may Do af-
ter his Return, my wife will by no means part with me at
this time
I am sir
With my Great Regard
Your most obd Sevt
Jos Martin
Address on back:
The Honorable
Honord by
Mr
Funtain
Patrick Henry Esq
Prince Edward
County
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1.

GOVERNOR ViEscA To THE CiTizENs OF TEXxAs.?

Address of the Constitutional Governor to the State of
Coahuila and Texas, and Its Inhabitants.

Generous Fellow-Citizens:

Nothing is more reasonable than that I should address
you at the moment in which by your suffrages I am placed
at the head of the administration of the State. I am about
to consummate the sacrifice which I have made to you of
my inclinations, of my desires, & of my private comfort.
Under circumstances less peculiar nothing would have
been sufficient to have drawn me from the peaceful retire-
ment in which I enjoyed the tranquility and pleasure af-
forded by an innocent family whose education and well-
being exclusively occupied my time; but your will desig-
nated me as the depositary of your most precious inter-
ests. You struggled in your might against power; over-
came perils, and obtained your desires. The heroism;
the generosity and the firmness of your character will in
their time occupy a brilliant page in the national history;
and so much virtue and so much merit should not be
answered by me with an ungrateful renunciation which
would paralyze your exertions. Now you have me in the
capital ; obedient to your call, already I find myself under
the necessity of manifesting to you what are to be the
governing principles and rules of my administration.

Never did a governor find himself bound to the gov-
erned by closer ties than those [which] unite me with you,

! For this original material the Association is indebted to Mr.
E. C. Barker, Austin, Tex., who sketched the preparations for
the upheaval in our November, 1901, issue.

* From The Texas Republican, May 9, 1835.

3
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besides those which are common, gratitude, excited and so
specially compromised, imposes on me the most sacred du-
ties, and obliges me not to reserve what I cede on your ac-
count, even though among the sacrifices be included that
of my natural existence. I dedicate myself then assidu-
ously and constantly to afford you such blessings [as] can
be given by a government surrounded by difficult circum-
stances, and which are too well known to you Your
legal rights firmly sustained and scrupulously maintained
will be sufficient for you to understand that security and
all other individual guarantees are not idle words, when
their preservation and support are confided to my zeal.
No one, therefore, should fear anything else, and I never
will permit any other persecution than that which the
law commands—a faithful and vigilant guardian of your
liberties, they shall not be in any manner infringed so long
as the government can prevent it, and confiding in the
good intentions which animate me, and the firm purpose
of never varying, I hope to be able when my administra-
tion closes and I return to the ranks of a simple citizen,
to deliver over to you unsullied the sacred trust which you
have conhded to me.

But if you, my beloved fellow-citizens, have acquired so
many claims over me, permit me to remind you that I
have them also unanswerable on your co-operation and
assistance, upon these I rely; for I am certain that if I
fail to reccive them I shall not be able to obtain anything.
I require from you nothing but that slavery which en-
nobles the republican, and which in another compact you
have offered, and latterly sustained to the admiration and
surprise of those who have observed you. You will un-
derstand that I mean the slavery of the law: in this true
liberty is founded, and without it men can never have a
government corresponding to the dignity of their natures.
Submissive to the laws and respectful to the authorities
which you have freely constituted, the institutions of our
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country will be indestructible. The general government
will sustain them and that of the State will not vacillate in
seconding it, counting on your assistance and decision.
Order and peace are preserved by a rigid observance of
the law as well in those who command as in those who
obey ; but such precious gifts are not obtained if there is a
want of cordial and intimate union among the members
of society. One other effort of your characteristic gener-
osity will cause an abandonment of unjust pretensions by
those who have been able to establish them, will cause all
to sincerely forget the injuries and resentments which
have created divisions, and I really believe my country-
men capable of so much nobleness. Let us march openly
by the road pointed out in the constitution. I shall have
the honor of directing you, and although of your civil vir-
tues I have much to learn, I will endeavor in good faith
and with due perseverance to comply with the obligations
imposed on me by the high position in which you have

placed me, giving me upon all occasions examples of
moderation and toleration.

Fellow Citizens:

I entreat you to assist my efforts directed wholly and
exclusively to your good. If I obtain it I shall be more
than compensated, and my pleasure will have no bounds
when I contemplate you free and happy.

Augustin Viesca.
J. Mariano Irala, Se’y.

The foregoing is a hasty translation of the governor’s
address to his fellow-citizens on taking charge of his high
office: never man entered upon his charge with higher
motives of gratitude and never has a State required
stronger proofs of activity, zeal, firmness and talent in her
first magistrate.

The nation generally and Coahuila and Texas, in par-
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ticular, is in the deepest jeopardy. Liberty has become a
by-word, and aristocrats now in possession of the govern-
ment wish to blot out the very word from our vocabulary!
Citizens of Texas, arouse yourselves, or sleep forever!
Your dearest interest, your liberty, your property, nay,
your very existence, depend upon the fickle will of your
direct enemies. Your destruction is resolved upon and
nothing but that firmness and energy peculiar to true Re-
publicans can save you. The present administration in
Texas wish to reduce Texas to a territory, and if the
degredation should not prove sufficient to rouse you to
take hostile steps, they mean to add insult upon insult,
disgrace upon disgrace, until you are ultimately compelled
to defend yourselves. They expect that England, in con-
sideration of exclusive commercial privileges, will be in-
duced to assist them in carrying destruction into your
section of the country, and from that, in case of assist-
ance from the United States, Texas should become the
war field of two rival nations! The great object in separ-
ating you from Coahuila is to have you considered as for-
eigners—and your very existence depends upon your re-
sisting this separation at this moment. Support the gov-
ernment of Coahuila as true citizens. The members which
compose that government are the sincere friends of
Texas, and their greatest glory will consist in rendering
you the first State in the union! Fellow Citizens of
Texas, I again repeat, arouse yourselves, gather round
your Governor, sustain him against every effort of Des-
potism & oppression, & calculate with certainty on all the
happiness that can be secured by liberal institutions and a
liberal administration. Many powerful States of the union
are with you—the mass of the nation is galling under the
yoke of aristocratic and fanatic tyranny, and the problem
must be solved, whether we are to live as freemen or con-
tinue to exist as slaves, under military despotism.
Coahusltexanus.
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The editor says: “In publishing the Governor's Ad-
dress, & the remarks of Coahuiltexanus, it is more with
a view to shew our readers what is circulating in other
parts of Texas than to sanction the sentiments contained
in either. An express arrived from the Governor, calling
upon each department for one hundred men, armed and
equipped, to sustain him and a vile congress that have
bartered our public lands for a mere song. By way of
putting the antidote alongside of the bane, we make an
extract from our political chief’s reply to the call of the
Governor: * * * * * *x x

“‘And that the people view with equal horror and in-
dignation the acts of the present State Congress who have
manifested a determined disposition to alienate all the
most valuable lands of Texas at a shameful sacrifice, and
thereby entirely ruin her future prospects. The law of the
14th of March past, is looked upon as the deathblow to
this rising country. In violation of the General Constitu-
tion and laws of the Nation—in violation of good faith
and the most sacred guarantees—Congress has trampled
upon the rights of the people and the Government, in sell-
ing FOUR HUNDRED LEAGUES of land at private
sale, at a price far below its value; thereby creating a
monopoly contrary to law and the true interests of the
country. In consideration, I would suggest to his excel-
lency that the remarks made by the anonymous translator
on the English translation of his inaugural address, un-
der the name of Coahuiltexanus, are very exceptionable,
inasmuch as they contain principles TREASONABLE in
themselves and calculated to mislead the unwary and en-
thusiastic. I enclose for the perusal of his excellency, a
copy of his address in English with the remarks of the
translator.””
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IT.

HENRY AUSTIN To THE EDIiToR oF THE TEXAs REPUBLI-
CAN.!

Mr. Editor:

A printed paper, purporting to be a proclamation of the
Government of the State is now in circulation in Texas.

There is nothing objectionable in the proclamation, but
the phrascology [illegible] on the back of the handbill
there is an anonymous [illegible] article of the most
alarming revolutionary character. The [state]ments in
that paper are contradicted in direct terms by [illegible]
letter received from Col. Austin, dated Mexico, March
[illegible] in which he says: “The territorial question
ts now dead; the advocates of that measure are now
strongly in favor of a state government.

“That subject is now before Congress (a call has been
made upon the President for information on the subject).

“I am assured the President will make his communica-
tion in a few days and that it will be decidedly in favor
of Texas and the State.”

This quotation is from memory: It is apprehended, as
the letter is not immediately at hand, that extracts cannot
be sent from it to the press in time for the paper. The
citizens therefore do well to suspend their opinions until
they receive certain information on the subject, lest it
should turn out that this firebrand has been thrown among
us lo promote the views of designing speculators in the public
lands. Remember the Yazoo affair.

Henry Austin.

! From The Texas Republican, May 9, 1835.
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I11.
HENRY AUSTIN TO JAMES PERRY.?

Columbia, May 5, 1835s.
Dear Perry:

There is an effort making for a new fus & Wharton told
me S. W. W’S [S. W. Williams] name was to one of the
firebrand circulars appended to the gov’s proclamation.
The proclamation is well enough, It only calls upon the
people to support the supremacy of the Laws.

But the article appended to it is a tissue of falsehood,
got up apparently to break up Congress & prevent the re-
peal of the 400 league law so they may retain their specula-
tion.

It asserts that the Gen’l Gov. are determined to ruin
Texas & drive all the N. Americans out of it; that they are
about to separate Texas from Coahuila & make it a mili-
tary commandancy, for the purpose of having it in their
power to represent to the people that Texas is peopled
with foreigners, & that then the English will, in considera-
tion of commercial privileges, help them to conquer the
country, &c., and calls upon the people to take up arms at
once for self-preservation, &c. Now this is all stuff. Ste-
phen’s last letter gives the lie to all of it. Gray, the prin-
ter, has got a copy & as usual it will come out in the next
paper. It will be a dead stopper to immigration and sales
of land & throws us back 2 years at least. In this view of
the subject I think the publication of those parts of Ste-
phen’s letter which I marked with a pencil are important
to appear in the next paper to counteract this incendiary
paper. If you can get them to the press this week, even at
some trouble and expense, I beg you will do so if you view
this subject as I do.

Cordially your friend

Henry Austin.

* MS.—Austin Papers.



THE AMERICAN NEGRO: AN ANSWER.

By W. H. CouncILL.?

Mr. Thomas® has given to the public a well-written
book containing strong arguments against the Negro
race. The book well merits the attention of every Negro
who loves his race and seeks its true relation. Unsup-
ported denials and unsupported assertions, slander and
abuse of Mr. Thomas will not answer his arguments.
Every *“Yes” and “No” must be backed by facts and
proofs. Our answers must be addressed to the charges
and assertions of Mr. Thomas and not to Mr. Thomas.
His book must stand on its merits. The sins of Mr.
Thomas can never wash white the sins of our race.

I can notice only a few charges that Mr. Thomas has
made against the race. It will be impossible to give here
anything like a full review. My statements are based on
my persomnal contact with, and study of, the Negro during
thirty years of actual labor in the school room, Negro
assemblies, churches, house to house, plantation and city
work, and in every way in which it has been possible to
know the Negro, good and bad.

Some things which Mr. Thomas has said may be true,
not only of the lowest elements of the Negro race, but of
all other races in like condition. Mr. Thomas makes refer-
ence to the morbid tendency of the Negro as is evidenced
by his desire to attend funerals, hangings and the like.
That this is not restricted to the American Negro is proven
by the crowds of whites that flock to the burning of a

! Mr. Councill, who makes this rejoinder is a Negro himself,
President of one of the largest Negro schools in the South.

*THE AMERICAN NEGRO, what he was, what he is, and what he
may become. By William Hannibal Thomas. New York: The
Mcmillan Co., 1901, pp. XXVI1.4-440, 8 vo., cloth, index.
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Negro, excursions even being run to the scene of the
crime. The American Negro, along with the American
public, may be degenerate along this line. He accuses the
American Negro of lacking worthy ideals and as having no
aspirations. Stupid contentment is the usual concomitant
of dense ignorance—so it is with the Negro. But my ex-
perience has been that wherever a ray of light has pierced
the gloom, a desire for better things follows. For over a
quarter of a century I have had Negro children enter
school from the most unfavorable environment, and I have
anxiously watched their after life. Only a small per cent.
are able to remain in school to graduate, but the under-
graduates are wonderfully influential in changing the life
of many of their communities, showing that not only they,
but those with whom they come in contact, can be influ-
enced to better lives.

That the Negro ministry is not up to the desired stand-
ard I admit. But that there is an ever-increasing upward
trend in the ministry is evident to all fair-minded and
thoughtful people. The Negro is a deeply spiritual people,
and this spirituality has been a great force in the life of
the race and in the history of the two races living together.
It has led the Negro to trust unquestioningly in an over-
ruling Providence and deterred him from many crimes
common among other people in like condition. That the
Negro preacher is a plagiarist to a great extent, I deny.
His effusions, be they with or without merit, are usually
his own.

Statistics show that the criminals among Negroes are
not from the educated classes, only in rare instances. Nor
vet among the church members, but among those usually
who are not reached by the teachers and preachers of the
race. Mr. Thomas holds that the contrary is the case, and
from that reasons that Negro religion as a factor in race
regeneration is worthless. His reasoning is false and con-
clusions unjust.
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In concluding his chapter on Negro characteristics, Mr.
Thomas states that the Negro has caused degeneration in
the South, working havoc with its mental and moral habits.
If the South has degenerated, is the Negro responsible for
it? Was the poor Negro slave, held as the chattel of her
master, responsible for his unholy desires toward her and
his satisfying the same at his will and pleasure? It would,
too, be a travesty on the South to say that its strong-
willed, chivalrous gentlemen were dominated by a race of
inferiors.

To say that Negro manhood has no respect for chaste
womanhood i1s to make a statement entirely foundationless.
The Negro was taught respect for chaste womanhood even
in blackest slavery. Even then there was a regard for vir-
tue among women, and no writer who wrote of the worst
conditions of slavery at that time would have dared to im-
peach Negro manhood respect for chaste womanhood.
On the other hand, many of the writers of that dayv ob-
served Negro manhood respect for chaste womanhood,
bordering on sublimity. There may be in this respect
some modifications since freedom, but not sufficient to jus-
tify the assertions of Mr. Thomas.

The charge of Mr. Thomas of the lack of chastity on the
part of Negro women is so false on its face, and so revolt-
ing as to make us turn from it with disgust. I have becn
placed in a position for twenty-five years to know of the
virtue of the young girls of my race. I do not hesitate
to say that a vast majority of all who have fallen under my
observation and study are modest in language and conduct
and chaste in their personal character. I know and have
known of Negro girls who hold their lives as the price of
their virtue.

The charge of the violation of the marriage vow is an-
other evidence of the lack of information on the part of
Mr. Thomas. There are exceptions here as in other cases,
and among all races. But the great majority of marriage
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relations are properly observed, and families as chaste and
pure as any on earth, and in as large a proportion as found
among other people. Indeed, the census of 1890 shows
that of the whites there were .59 of one per cent. of di-
vorces, that among the Negroes .61 of one per cent. of
divorces. This shows in a large degree the sanctity of the
marriage relation. I admit that Negro women marry at an
early age, but none of the causes given by Mr. Thomas for
deferring marriage are true to any appreciable degree.
The average marriage age of the better classes of white
people is from twenty-five to twenty-seven years. FEarly
marriage takes place among all races in a low state of
civilization. Thousands of Negro girls are learning, as
thousands of white girls have learned, that often an early
marriage means the leaving of father and mother to carry
burdens, and also the assumption of the duties which ought
to devolve upon the husband.

Seventy-five Negro men out of every one hundred seek-
ing wives, aim to get chaste women. This fact alone,
known to every colored girl in the South, has a tendency
to elevate chastity.

I do not know upon what facts or information Mr.
Thomas bases his charge that the marital immoralities are
common among the educated classes of Negroes. So far
as my observation, investigation and knowledge of the race
go, it is presenting among its educated classes as pure and
as chaste marital relations as the world has ever furnished
under like conditions.

The unkindest cut of all—really the lunge that seems to
be from the demon rather than from the man, is the charge
that school authorities have personal knowledge of the sale
of the virtue of their pupils. 1 do not believe that there is
a school in the entire Negro race where such conditions
exist. On the other hand, it would be impossible for Mr.
Thomas or any other living creature to point out a single
case to substantiate his charge. That some Negro girls in
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I will not attempt to deny, but this number is insignificant
when compared to the great mass of young wemen who
are struggling upward in life and who have no more crimi-
nal carnal knowledge than their traducer will ever have of
heaven. In my life time, I have taught thousands of young
women, and I have come in contact with thousands of
mothers who are laboring under great disadvantages and
sinful environments, standing alone, holding their daugh-
ters up, and the daughters holding themselves up to the
highest standard of virtue. Nine mothers out of every ten,
and all others who have stood in the place of mothers, have
been willing that their children should go in rags and
patches rather than sacrifice their virtue for purple and
gold. The world has never presented a grander woman-
hood than that displayed by the black woman of this coun-
try to-day. Cursed be the man who would by word or
deed drag her down or slander her.

The charge that the negro, in general, is “pre-eminently
sensual”and seeks carnal knowledge of white women is too
far from the truth to require hardly a notice. However, I
will say that white women, before and since the war, have
trusted Negro bodyguards around them, and there are
rare cases on record of any violation of that confidence.
Yet there was opportunity which would have been seized
by vicious persons and which in a more sensual race than
the Negro would have tempted violence. The Negro
came forth as pure and chaste as his virtuous mistress in
that relation. In all of the states where marriages is per-
mitted between the races, actual unions are very few and
only among that class of Negroes, in this country quite
small in number, who are trying to run away from them-
selves.

Therefore, 1 conclude that the charges made against the
Negro of America by Mr. William Hannibal Thomas are
not true as against the whole race, or even a majority of
the race, and where they are true, they constitute the ex-
ception under conditions in which they exist in other races.
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THE TRUE THoMAs JEFFERsON. By William Eleroy
Curtis. Philadelphia and London: J. B. Lippincott Com-
pany, 1901, 8 vo., pp. 395, cloth, illustrated. Price, $2.00.

In the author’s words, this is “not a formal biography,”
but is “intended to be a series of sketches as graphic and
as accurate as possible, without partisanship or prejudice,
of a remarkable man.” No chronological order is followed,
but the subject is presented topically under these thirteen
heads: Jefferson’s Family; Jefferson as a Lawyer; Jeffer-
son as a Farmer; Author of the Declaration of Independ-
ence; Jefferson in Office; The Expansionist of 1803;
“Jeffersonian Simplicity;”’ Jefferson’s Friends and His
Enemies; Founder of the University of Virginia; Jeffer-
son’s Religious Views; Jefferson’s Services to Science ; and
In Conclusion.

This is certainly a most appetizing bill of fare, and the
author’s cookery is unquestionably tempting and savory.
The work is exceedingly interesting, and its interest is due
not simply to the importance of the subject, but also to
the author’s treatment. It must be admitted, too, that he
has not confined himself to the ‘“garbled eulogy style of
hero-chronicling.” For he not only speaks of Jefferson’s
great ability, learning, energy, industry, originality and far-
reaching influence upon his own and succeeding genera-
tions, but also accuses him of “egotism and verbosity,”
“duplicity,” “underhand” dealings, ‘“malice and mean-
ness.”

But to grant that the book is interesting, and that it con-
tains two-sided opinions of Jefferson’s personality, is very
far from admitting that the word “true” in the title is de-
scriptive of the book’s real nature. On the contrary it is
so full of inaccuracies and exaggerations as to make the
some schools are supported by bad men for bad purposes,
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reader suspicious of many statements which may possibly
be true. The following examples of inaccuracy may be
cited:

On p. 72 we are told that Jefferson began the practice of
law in 1767 “about the time of his twenty-fourth birth-
day;” while on p. 93 we learn that he began practice
“when he became of age in 1764.” Which of those state-
ments is correct the reader is left to discover for himself.
The author informs us that William and Mary College, Jef-
ferson’s alma mater, is “the oldest college in America;” the
truth being that Harvard had been in existence nearly
sixty vears before the birth of the Virginia institution.
He also tells us that in 1700 the population of Virginia was
only forty thousand, while that of Massachusctts was sev-
enty thousand. As a matter of fact Virginia had at that
time about two and a half times as many inhabitants as he
credits her with. Another erroneous statement is that the
“famous Four resolutions” passed by the Virginia Bur-
gesses in 1769 were “the first formal act of rebellion com-
mitted in the American colonies.” The average school boy
is aware that four years prior to this date the Burgesses
passed Patrick Henry’s far more famous Resolutions
against the Stamp Act. Mr. Curtis denounces Virginia
for ingratitude in not naming one of her counties Jeffer-
son. Is he, then, ignorant of, or does he wilfully suppress
the fact that Virginia did name a county Jefferson, but that
this county was violently taken from her when the North
saw fit to erect that monument to the overthrow of the
Constitution, West Virginia? The author of this “True”
book likewise informs us that, while other states have
erected monuments of all sorts to this great Virginian,
“nothing bears his name” within the limits of his mother
state ‘‘except a hotel (lately burned) whose ornate archi-
tecture and decoration would have offended his sensitive,
classical taste.” But if Mr. Curtis had cared as much for
truth as for an opportunity to sneer at Virginia, he might
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have learned that another hotel (the Jefferson Park Hotel
near Charlottesville) commodious, but much less costly
and ornate than that in Richmond, was named in honor of
the great Democrat; that the theatre in Charlottesville,
the mountain on which the astronomical observatory of
the Umversity of Virginia stands, and the building in
which one of the University’s literary socities meets, like-
wise bear his name; and that the University library con-
tains a marble statue of him of heroic size, while her Public
Hall is adorned by a very large and excellent oil painting
of him. Lest Mr. Curtis fail to discern the fact for him-
self, it may also be mentioned that the Jefferson National
Bank of Charlottesville has recently opened for business.

The author’s account of the University of Virginia con-
tains much that is valuable—including the excellent illus-
trations—but also displays his reckless inaccuracy. The
University owes much to the munificence of generous
northern men, but it is utterly false to say that, but for this,
“Jefferson’s great monument and his greatest gift to the
American people would long ago have perished.” For
the institution had attained renown before it received a
single dime from any one of the individuals named by Mr.
Curtis. Moreover, it is a little trying to one’s patience to
be told that those native-born Virginians, L.eander J. Mc-
Cormick, Linden Kent and Charles Broadway Rouss are
among the Northern benefactors of the University. These
sons of Virginia revered their mother and would not ap-
preciate the sneers levelled at her by Mr. Curtis.

Mr. Curtis tells us that the Chairman of the Faculty of
the University is elected by the body over which he pre-
sides. This is another misstatement. He is chosen by the
Board of Visitors. Again, Mr. Curtis asserts that “in the
regular course each term” lectures are given at the Uni-
versity on all sorts of religious and scriptural subjects.
This is incorrect. The University has permitted certain
gentlemen (paid for their services by parties unconnected












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































