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EDITOR’S PREFACE.

“ WiLLIAM of MALMESBURY,” according to archbishop Usher, \
“¢ is the chief of our historians ;” Leland records him “as an
elegant, learned, and faithful historian;” and Sir Henry
Saville is of opinion, that he is the only man of his time who }
has discharged his trust as an historian. His History of the
Kings of England was translated into English by the Rev.
John Sharpe, and published in quarto, in 1815.

Thongh the language of Mr. Sharpe’s work is by no means
so smooth as the dialect of the present day would require,
yet the care with which he examined MSS., and endeavoured
to give the exact sense of his author, seemed 8o important a
recommendation, that the editor of the present volume has
gladly availed himself of it as a ground-work for his own
labours. The result of this plan is, that the public are en-
abled to purchase without delay and at an insignificant
expense, the valuable contemporary historian, who has
hitherto been like a sealed book to the public, or only acces-
sible through a bulky volume, the scarcity of which served
to exclude it from all but public libraries or the studies of
the wealthy.

But the translation of Mr. Sharpe has by no means been re-
printed verbatim. Within the last ten years a valuable
edition of the original text, with copious collations of MSS,,
has been published by the English Historical Society. This
edition has been compared with the translation, and numerous
passages retouched and improved. Some charters, also, have
been added, and a large number of additional notes appended
at the foot of the pages, together with a few other improve-
ments and additions calculated to render this interesting his-
tory more acceptable to the reading public.

J. A. G,
Bampton, June, 1847.



THE

TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.

THE author whose work is here presented to the public in
an English dress, has, unfortunately, left few facts of a per-
sonal nature to be recorded of him ; and even these can only
be casually gleaned from his own writings. It is indeed
much to be regretted that he who wrote so well on such a
variety of topics, should have told so little to gratify the
curiosity of his readers with respect to himself. Every
notice of such an ardent lover of literature as Malmesbury,
must have been interesting to posterity, as a desire to be
acquainted with the history of those who have contributed to
our instruction or amusement seems natural to civilized man.
With the exception indeed of the incidental references made
by successive chroniclers, who borrowed from his history,
there is nothing to be learned of him from extrinsic sources
till the time of Leland, who indignantly observes, that even
at Malmesbury, in his own monastery, they had nearly lost
all remembrance of their brightest ornament.

To himself then we are indebted for the knowledge of his
being descended from both English and Norman parents%\his
father having probably com& hither at the conquest. The
exact time of his birth cannot be ascertained ; though per-
haps an approximation to it may be made. In the “Com-
mentary on Jeremiash,”® Malmesbury observes, that he “had
long since, in his youthful days, amused himself with writing
history, that he was now forty years of age;” and, in another
place, he mentions a circumstance which occurred “in the

® “QOlim enim cum historias lusi, viridioribus annis rerumque letitis
congruebat rerum jocunditas. Nunc stas progressior, et fortuns deterior,
aliud dicendi genus expostulant. Quadragenarins sum hodie,” &c. Prol,
in expos. Thren. Hierem. MS. Bodl, 868,




TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE. vii

time of king Henry ;”* apparently implying that Henry was
then dead. Now, admitting the expression of “long since”
to denote a period of ten years, this, as his ¢ Histories of the
Kings” and “of the Prelates” were completed in the year
1125, must have been written about 1135, the time of Henry’s
death, and would of course place his own birth about 1095
or 1096.1

The next circumstance to be noticed is, that when a boy,
he was placed in the monastery whence he derived his name,
where in due time he became librarian, and, according to
Leland, precentor ; and ultimately refused the dignity of
abbat. His death is generally supposed to have taken place
about 1143; though it is probable that he survived this
period some time : for his “ Modern History” terminates at
the end of the year 1142 ; and it will appear, from a manau-
script hereafter to be described, that he lived at least long
enough after its publication to make many corrections, altera-
tions, and insertions, in that work as well in the other por-
tions of his History.

With these facts, meagre as they are, the personal account
of him must close. But with regard to his literary bent
and attainments there is ample store of information in his
writings. From his earliest youth he gave his soul to study,
and to the collecting of books;} and he visited many of the
most celebrated monasteries in the kingdom, apparently in
prosecution of this darling propensity. The ardour of his
curiosity, and the unceasing diligence of his researches, in
this respect, have perhaps been seldom surpassed. He seems
to have procured every volume within his reach; and to
have carefully examined and digested its contents, whether

® “Ista autem avis (struthio) membrorum grandium, pennas quidem
habens, sed volatu carens. Qualem in Anglid vidimus, fempore regis
Henrici externoram monstrorum appetentissimi.”? Ch. iv. v. 81.

4+ He has afforded another notice of time, hut not equally precise.

is said to have been abbat of Malmeshury from the year 1084 till

1105 ; and Malmesbury mentions certain transactions which took place in
Godfrey’s time as beyond his memory; and others which happened when
he was a boy. Anglia Sacrs, IL. 45—7. If Malmesbury wrote the mira-
cles of 8t. Andrew, a work which is attributed to him, he was born the 30th
of November.

$ He says he also collected many books for the monastic library : and
mentians others which he had seen at Canterbury, Bury St. Edmunds, &s.
ual‘, m- iiio ppn 876’ 2980 ) 4
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divinity, history, biography, poetry, or classical literature. Of
his acquirements as a scholar it is indeed difficult to speak in
terms of sufficient commendation. That he had accurately
studied nearly all the Roman authors, will be readily
allowed by the classical reader of his works. From these he
either quotes or inserts so appositely, as to show how
thoroughly he had imbibed their sense and spirit. His adapta-
tions are ever ready and appropriate ; they incorporate with
his narrative with such exactness that they appear only to
occupy their legitimate place. His knowledge of Greek is
not equally apparent ; at least his references to the writers
of Greece are not so frequent, and even these might proba-
bly be obtained from translations: from this, however, no
conclusion can be drawn that he did not understand the lan-
guage. With respect to writers subsequent to those deemed
classics, his range was so extensive that it is no easy matter
to point out many books which he had not seen, and cer-
tainly he had perused several which we do not now

Malmesbury’s love of learning was copstitutional : he de-
clares 1n one o e turned to any other
than literary pursuits, he should have deemed it not only
disgraceful, but even detrimental to his better interest.
Again, his commendations of Bede show how much he vene-
rated a man of congenial inclinations and studies ; and how
anxious he was to form himself on the same model of accu-
rate investigation and laborious research, and to snatch every
poesible interval from the performance of his monastic duties,
for the purposes of information and improvement.

His industry and application were truly extraordinary.
Even to the moment when we reluctantly lose sight of him,
be is discovered unceasingly occupied in the correction of
his works.* In the MSS. of the “History of the Kings”

* Some notion of his diligence may perhaps be afforded by the following
list of his writings.

1. De Gestis Regum. The History of the Kings of England. The first
three books were probably written soon afier the year 1120, Malmesbury
intimates that he then hesitated for a time on the expediency of continuing
his history ; but at length having determined on prosecuting his design, he
dedicated the fourth and fifth books to Robert earl of Gloucester ; at whose
request he afterwards com

2. Historie Novells. The Modern History. This appears to have been
begun after the death of Henry 1; probably not long before 1140.
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may be found traces of at least four several editions; and
the “ History of the Prelates” supplies nearly as many
varieties. And though it may reasonably be imagined that

3. De Gestis Pontificum. The History of the Prelates of England con-
taining, in four books, an account of the bishops, and of the principal
monasteries, from the conversion of the English, by St. Augustine, to
1128 ; to which he added a fifth

4. De Vita Aldhelmi. The Life of St. Aldhelm : which was completed in
1125. 1t is very reasonably conjectured that this last was published sepa-
rately and some time after the others; as, though there are many ancient
MSS., of the first four books, one copy only has yet been discovered with the
fith. The former were published by Saville, but from very faulty and scanty
MSS. The latter by H. Wharton, and by Gale ; but also very defectively.

5. De Vita S. Dunstani. The Life of S. Dunstan, in two books. MS.
Bodley Rawlinson, 263. This was written at the request of the monks of
Glastonbury, for whom, he had previously composed the following three :

6. Vita 8. Patricii. The Life of S. Patrick, in two books. Leland,
Collectanea, 3, 272, has extracts from it, but no MS. has hitherto
occurred.

7. Miracula 8. Benigni. The Miracles of S. Benignus. This has not

8. Passio S. Indracti. The Martyrdom of S. Indract. MS. Bodley
Digby, 112. This he translated and abridged from the Anglo-Saxon.
Abbreviated in Capgrave’s Legenda Nova.

De Antiguitate Glastoniensis Fcclesie. The History of Glastonbury.

{s addressed to Henry bishop of Winchester, and was of course written
after 1129. Printed in Gale’s Collection, t. 3, and by Hearne, from an
interpolated MS. Tt~

10. Vita S. Wulstani Episcopi Wigorniensis. The Life of S. Wulstan,
Bishop of Worcester. A Translation from the Anglo-8axon, addressed to
Prior Guarin, between 1124 and 1140. The greater part of it has been
printed. Anglia Sacra, t. 2.

11. Chronica. Chronicles, in three books. See p. 480. This work is
probably lost.

¥2, Miracula S. Elfgifs. The Miracles of Elfgifa, in metre. A
specimen of these rhymes, there printed as prose, may be seen in the
De Gestis Pontif. £. 143 : they were apparently written while he was very
young ; as, before 1125, he says, “ qguondam cecini.”

13. Itinerarium Joannis Abbatis Meldunensis versus Romam. The
Itinerary of John Abbat of Malmesbury to Rome. This was drawn up,
after 1140, from the relation of another monk of that foundation who
accompanied the abbat., Leland, Collect. 3, 272, ed. 1774, mentions it as
being very curious. It does not occur, but it was formerly in the possession
of Bale.

14. Ezpositio Threnorum Hieremie. A Commentary on the Lamenta-
tions of Jeremiah. MS. Bodley, 868. Abridged from Paschasius
Radbert, probably about 1136.

15. De Miraculis Dive Marie lidri guatuor Gul. Cantoris Malmsburie.
The Miracles of the Blessed Virgin, in four books. Leland, Coll. 4. 155.
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a great portion of the alterations are merely verbal; and of
course imperceptible in a translation, yet they contribute in an
extraordinary degree to the polish and elegance of his style.*
Another excellent feature of Malmesbury’s literary character
is, his lgve of truth. He repeatedly declares that, in the
remoter penods of his work, he had observed the most
guarded caution in throwing all responmsibility, for the
facts he mentions, on the authors from whom he derived
them ; and in his own times he avers, that he has recorded
nothing that he had not either personally witnessed, or
learned from the most credible authority. Adhering closely
to this principle, he seems to have been fully impressed with
the difficulty of relating the transactions of the princes, his
contemporaries, and on this account he repeatedly apologizes
for his omissions. But here is seen his dexterous management
in maintaining an equipoise between their virtues and vices ;
for he spares neither William the First, nor his sons who
succeeded him : indeed several of his strictures in the earlier
editions of this work, are so severe, that he afterwards found
it necessary to modify and soften them.

His character and attainments had early acquired a high
degree of reputation among his contemporaries. He was
entreated by the monks of various monasteries to write either
the history of their foundations, or the lives of their patron
saints. He associated with persons of the highest consequence

16. De Serie Evangelistarum, Carmine. The Order of the Evangelists,
in verse. Leland, Collect. 4. 157. These two have not occurred.

17. De Miraculis B. Andree. The Miracles of S. Andrew. MS.
Cotton. Nero, E. 1. Abridged from a very prolix work.

18. Abbreviatio Amalarii de KEeoclesiasticis Officiis. Amalarius on
Ecclesiastical Offices, abridged. MS. Lambeth. 380.

19. Epitome Historie Aimonis Floriacensis. The History of Haimo of
Flory, abridged. MS. Bodley, Selden. Arch. B. 32.

Several other works are attributed to him by Tanner, on the authority
of Bale and Pits.

® These remarks on the character and style of our author must be
received, as they say, cum grano salis. They more justly evince the zeal
of Mr. Sha.rpe than the merits of Malmesbury's composition. The classical
reader will probably lament with me that our early historians should have
used a style so cumbersome and uninviting. To this general censure
Malmesbury i8 certainly no exception. His Latinity is rude and repulsive,
and the true value of his writings atises from the ﬁdehty with which he has

recorded facts, which be had either himself witnessed or had obtained from
eye-witnesses.
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and authority ; and in one instance, at least, he took a share
in the important political transactions of his own times.
Robert earl of Gloucester, the natural son of Henry the
First, was the acknowledged friend and patron of Malmes-*
bury. This distinguished nobleman, who was himself a
profound scholar, seems to have been the chief promoter
of learning at that period. Several portions of our author’s
work are dedicated to him, not merely through motives of
personal regard, but from the conviction that his attainments
a3 a scholar would lead him to appreciate its value as a com-
position, and the part which he bore in the transactions
of his day, enable him to decide on the veracity of its
relation.

Having fhus stated the leading features of Malmesbury’s
life, his avocations and attainments, it may not be irrelevant
to consider the form and manner which he has adopted in
the history before us. A desire to be acquainted with the
transactions of their ancestors seems natural to men in every
stage of society, however rude or barbarous. The northern
nations, more especially, had their historical traditions, and
the songs of their bards, from the remotest times. Influenced
by this feeling, the Anglo-Saxons turned their attention to
the composition of annals very early after their settlement in -
Britain ; and hence originated that invaluable register the
SaxoN CHRONICLE,” in which facts are briefly related as
they arose ;~—in chronological order, indeed, but without
comment or observation. After the Norman -conquest,
amiong other objects of studious research in England, history
attracted considerable attention, and the form, as well as the -
matter, of the Saxon Chronicle, became the prevailing
standard. It might readily be supposed that Malmesbury’s’
genius and attainments would with difficulty submit to the |
shackles of a mere chronological series, which afforded no
field for the ‘exercise of genius or judgment. Accordingly,
following the bent of his inclination, he struck into a different
and freer path ; and to a judicious selection of facts gave the
added charm of wisdom and experience. It may therefore
be useful to advert to the exemplification of this principle in
the scope and design of the work immediately before us. His

* This valuable work bas been published, together with Bede’s Eccle-
sisstical History, in a preceding volume of this series.

-
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first book comprises the exploits of the Anglo-Saxons, from
the period of their arrival till the consolidation of the empire
under the monarchy of Egbert. Herein too is separately
given the history of those powerful but rival kingdoms,
which alternately subjugated, or bowed down to the
dominion of, each other, and deluged the country with
blood, as the love of conquest or the lust of ambition
prompted. The second portion of the work continues the
regal series till the mighty revolution of the Norman
conquest. The three remaining books are occupied with
the reigns of William and his sons, including a very
interesting account of the first Crusade. His Modern
History carries the narrative into the turbulent reign
of Stephen.

Such is the period embraced and to show these times,
¢ their form and pressure,” Malmesbury collected every
thing within his reach. His materials, as he often feelingly
laments, were scanty and confined, more especially in the
earlier annals. The Chronicles of that era afforded him but
little, yet of that little he has made the most, through the
diligence of his research and the soundness of his judgment.
His discrimination in selecting, and his skill in arranging,
are equally conspicuous. His inexhaustible patience, his
learning, his desire to perpetuate every thing interesting or
useful, are at all times evident. Sensibly alive to the de-
ficiencies of the historians who preceded him, he constantly
endeavours to give a clear and connected relation of every
event. Indeed, nothing escaped his observation which could
", tend to elucidate the manners of the times in which he wrote.
" History was the darling pursuit of Malmesbury, and more
. especially biographical history, as being, perhaps, the most

pleasing mode of conveying information. He knew the pre-
vailing passion of mankind for gnecdote, and was a skilful
master in blending amusement with instruction. Few his-
torians ever possessed such power of keeping alive the
reader’s attention; few 8o ably managed their materials, or
scattered so many flowers by the way. Of his apt delinea-
tion of character, and happy mode of seizing the most promi-
nent features of his personages, it is difficult to speak in
terms of adequate commendation. He does not weary with

a tedious detail, “ line upon line,” nor does he complete his
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portrait at a sitting. On the contrary, the traits are scat-
tered, the proportions disunited, the body dismembered, as it
were ; but in a moment some master-stroke is applied, some
vivid flash of Promethean fire animates the canvass, and the
perfect figure darts into life and expression: hence we have
the surly, ferocious snarl of the Conqueror, and the brutal
horse-laugh of Rufus. Malmesbury’s history, indeed, may .
be called a kind of biographical drama; where, by a skilful :
gradation of character and variety of personage, the story is |
presented entire, though the tediousness of continued narra- |
tive is avoided. Again, by saying little on uninteresting
topics, and dilating on such as are important, the tale, which
might else disgust from the supineness or degeneracy of some
principal actor, is artfully relieved by the force of contrast:
and the mind, which perhaps recoils with indignation from
the stupid indifference of an Ethelred, hangs, with fond de-
light, on the enterprising spirit and exertion of an Ironside.
It may be superfluous, perhaps, after enumerating qualities
of this varied kind, in an author, who gives a connected his-
tory of England for several centuries, to observe, that readers
of every description must derive instruction and delight from
his labours. Historians, antiquaries, or philosophers, may
drink deeply of the stream which pervades his work, and
find their thirst for information gratified. =The diligent
investigator of the earlier annals of his own country, finds a
period of seven hundred years submitted to his inspection,
and this not merely in a dry detail of events, but in a series
of authentic historical facts, determined with acuteness, com-
mented on with deliberation, and relieved by pleasing anec-
dote or interesting episode. When the narrative flags at
home, the attention is roused by events transacting abroad,
while foreign is so blended with domestic history, that the
book is never closed in disgust. The antiquary here finds
ample field for amusement and instruction in the various
notices of arts, manners, and customs, which occur. The
philosopher traces the gradual progress of man towards civil-
ization ; watches his mental improvement, his advance from
barbarism to comparative refinement; and not of man alone,
but of government, laws, and arts, as well as of all those
attainments which serve to exalt and embellish human na-
ture. These are topics carefully, though perhaps only inci-
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dentally, brought forward; but they are points essentially
requigite in every legitimate historian. Here, however, it
must be admitted, that in the volume before us, a consider-
able portion of the marvellous prevails ; and though, perhaps,
by many readers, these will be considered as among the most
curious parts of the work, yet it may be objected, that the
numerous miraculous tales detract, in some measure, from
that soundness of judgment which has been ascribed to our
author. (But it should be carefully recollected, that it became
necessary to conform, in some degree, to the general taste of
the readers of those days, the bulk of whom derived their
principal amusement from the lives of saints, and from their
miracles, in which they piously believed: besides, no one
-ever thought of impeaching the judgment of Livy, or of any
other historian of credit, for insertions of a similar nature.
Even in these relations, however, Malmesbury is careful that
, his own veracity shall not be impeached; constantly observ-
ring, that the truth of the story must rest on the credit of his
\authors; and, indeed, they are always so completely sepa-
rable from the main narrative, that there is no danger of
mistaking the legend for history.

Having thus noticed the multifarious topics embraced by
Malmesbury, it may be necessary to advert to his style:
although, after what has been premised, it might seem almost
superfluous to add, that it admits nearly of as much variety
as his facts. This probably arises from that undeviating
principle which he appears to have laid down, that his chief
efforts should be exerted to give pleasure to his readers; in
imitation of the rhetoricians, whose first object was to make
their audience kindly disposed, next attentive, and finally

anxious to receive instruction.* Of his style, therefore,
generally speaking, it may not be easy to give a perfect
description. To say to which Roman author it bears the
nearest resemblance, when he imitated almost every one of
them, from Sallust to Eutropius, would be rash indeed.
How shall we bind this classical Proteus, who occasionally
assumes the semblance of Persius, Juvenal, Horace, Lucan,
Virgil, Lucretius; and who never appears in his proper
shape so long as he can seize the form of an ancient classic?{

* See his prologue to the Life of Wulstan, Anglia Sacra, ii. 243.
t Some of these allusions are occasionally marked in the notes.
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Often does he declare that he purposely varies his diction,
lest the reader should be disgusted by its sameness; anx-
iously careful to avoid repetition, even in the structure of his
phrases. It may be said, however, that generally, in his
earlier works, (for he was apparently very young when he
wrote his History of the Kings,) his style is rather laboured ;
though, perhaps, even this may have originated in an anxiety
that his descriptions should be full; or, to use his own ex-
pression, that posterity should be wholly and perfectly in-
formed. That his diction is highly antithetical, and his,
sentences artfully poised, will be readily allowed; and per-
hape the best index to his meaning, where he may be occa-
sionally obscure, is the nicely-adjusted balance of his phrase.
That he gradually improved his style, and in riper years,
where he describes the transactions of his own times, became
terse, elegant, and polished, no one will attempt to dispute;
and it will be regretted, that this interesting portion of his-
tory should break off abruptly in the midst of the contest
between the empress Maud and Stephen.

In this recapitulation perhaps enough has been said to
make an attempt at translating such an author regarded with
kindness and complacency. To prevent a work of such ac-
knowledged interest and fidelity from remaining longer a
sealed book to the English reader, may well justify an under-
taking of this kind ; and it should be remarked that a trans-
lation of Malmesbury may serve to diffuse a very different
idea of the state of manners and learning in his days from
that which has been too commonly entertained ; and at the
same time to rescue a set of very deserving men from the
unjust obloquy with which they have been pursued for ages.
For without the least design of vindicating the institutions
of modachism or overlooking the abuses incident to it, we
may assert that, in Malmesbury’s time, religious houses were
the grand depositaries of knowledge, and monks the best
informed men of the age.

It remains briefly to speak of the mode in which the trans-
lation has been conducted. The printed text of Malmesbury*

* A considerable portion of the present work was printed anonymously
as a continuation of Bede, at Heidelberg, in 1587. The whole, together
with the History of the Prelates, was first printed by Sir Henry Saville,
who appears to have consultcd several copies in the * Scriptores pcst

\
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was found so frequently faulty and corrupted that, on a careful
perusal, it was deemed necessary to seek for authentic manu-
scripts. These were supplied by that noble institution, the
British Museum; but one more especially, which, on an
exact comparison with others, was found to possess indisput-
able proofs of the author’s latest corrections. This, Bib.
Reg. 13, D. I, has been collated throughout with the
printed copy; the result has produced numerous important
corrections, alterations, and insertions, which are constantly
referred to in the notes. In addition to this, various other
MSS. have been repeatedly consulted ; so that it is presumed
the text, from which the translation has been made, is, by
these means, completely established.

As the plan pursued by Malmesbury did not often require
him to affix dates to the several transactions, it has been
deemed necessary to remedy this omission. The chronology
here supplied has been constructed on a careful examination
and comparison of the Saxon Chronicle and Florence of
Worcester, which are considered the best authorities;
although even these occasionally leave considerable doubt
as to the precise time of certain events. The remoteness
of the period described by Malmesbury makes notes also in
some measure indispensable. These are derived as frequently
as possible from contemporary authors. Their object is
briefly to amend, to explain, and to illustrate. By some per-
haps they may be thought too limited; by others they may
occasionally be considered unnecessary; but they are such as
were deemed likely to be acceptable to readers in general.

With these explanations the translator takes leave of the
reader, and is induced to hope that the present work will
not be deemed an unimportant accession to the stock of
English literature.

Bedam,” London, 1596, fol. This wus reprinted, but with many additional
errors, at Frankfort, 1601, fol. Saville’s division into chapters, in the second
book more especially, has no authority ; but as it appeared sufficiently con-
venient, it has been adopted : the division of the sections is nearly the same
throughout all the M8S.
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T0

ROBERT, EARL OF GLOUCESTER,*

S8ON OF KING HENRY.

To my respected Lord, the renowned Earl Robert, son of
the King, health, and, as far as he is able, his prayers,
Jrom William, Monk of Malmesbury.

TaE virtue of celebrated men holds forth as its greatest
excellence, its tendency to excite the love of persons even far
removed from it : hence the lower classes make the virtues of
their superiors their own, by venerating those great actions,
to the practice of which they cannot themselves aspire.
Moreover, it redounds altogether to the glory of exalted
characters, both that they do good, and that they gain the
affection of their inferiors. To you, Princes, therefore, it is
owing, that we act well ; to you, indeed, that we compose
anything worthy of remembrance ; your exertions incite us
to make you live for ever in our writings, in return for the
dangers you undergo to secure our tranquillity. For this
reason, I have deemed it proper to dedicate the History of
the Kings of England, which I have lately published, more
especially to you, my respected and truly amiable Lord.

® Robert, Earl of Gloucester, the Mecanas of his age, was a natural son
of Henry 1., and a man of great talents and of unshaken fidelity. He

married Mabil, dsughter of Robert Fitzhamon, by whom he had a numerous
isstue. He died October 31, a.p, 1147.
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None, surely, can be a more suitable patron of the liberal
arts than yourself, in whom are combined the magnanimity
of your grandfather, the munificence of your uncle, the cir-
cumspection of your father ; more especially as you add to
the qualities of these men, whom you alike equal in industry
and resemble in person, this peculiar characteristic, a devo-
tion to learning. Nor is this all : you condescend to honour
with your notice those literary characters who are kept in
obscurity, either by the malevolence of fame, or the slender-
ness of their fortune. And as our nature inclines us, not to
condemn in others what we approve in ourselves, therefore
men of learning find in you manners congenial to their own ;
for, without the slightest indication of moroseness, you re-
gard them with kindness, admit them with complacency, and
dismiss them with regret. Indeed, the greatness of your
fortune has made no difference in you, except that your
beneficence can now almost keep pace with your inclination.

Accept, then, most illustrious Sir, 8 work in which you
may contemplate yourself as in a glass, where your High-
nesg’s sagicity will discover that you have imitated the
actions of the most exalted characters, even before you could
have heard their names. The Preface to the first book de-
clares the contents of this work ; on deigning to peruse
which, you will briefly collect the whole subject-matter.
Thus much I must request from your Excellency, that no
blame may attach to me because my narrative often wanders
wide from the limits of our own country, since I design this
as a compendium of many histories, although, with a view to
the larger portion of it, I have entitled it & History of the
Kings of England.




PREFACE.

S

TR history of the English, from their arrival in Britain to
his own times, has been written by Bede, a man of singular
learning and modesty, in a clear and captivating style.
After him you will not, in my opinion, easily find any person
who has attempted to compose in Latin the history of this
people. Let others declare whether their researches in this
respect have been, or are likely to be, more fortunate ; my
own labour, though diligent in the extreme, has, down to this
period, been without its reward. There, are, indeed, some
notices of antiquity, written in the vernacular tongue after
the manner of a chronicle,* and arranged according to the
years of our Lord. By means of these alone, the times suc-
ceeding this man have been rescued from oblivion : for of
Elward,} a noble and illustrious man, who attempted to
urrange these chronicles in Latin, and whose intention I
could applaud if his language did not disgust me, it is
better to be silent. Nor has it escaped my knowledge, that
there is also & work of my Lord Eadmer,} written with a
chastened elegance of style, in which, beginning from King
Edgar, he has but hastily glanced at the gimes down to
William the First : and thence, taking a freer range, gives a
narrative, copious, and of great utility to the studious, until
the death of Archbishop Ralph.§ Thus from the time of
Bede there is a period of two hundred and twenty-three years
left unnoticed in his history ; so that the regular series of
time, unsupported by a connected relation, halts in the middle.
This eircamstance has induced me, as well out of love to my

® This alludes to those invaluable records, the ;s(;xonthChroniclu. These,
a8 originally compiled, bave been already published in the present Series of
Monkish Mx:ed, d

t Elward, or Ethelwerd, was a noble Saxon, great-great-grandson of
King Ethelred, brother of Alfred. He abridged and translated the Saxon
Chronicle into Latin, published in the present Series. He lived apparently
1n the time of Edgar, towards the close of the tenth century.

$ Eadmer, a monk and precentor of Christ-Church, Canterbury, and pupil
of Archbishop Anselm, together with a variety of other works, wrote * His-
toria Novorum,” or, a history of modern times, from a.p. 1066 to 1122,

§ MS, Anselmi. Eadmer at first brought down his history to the death
of Archbishop Anselm only, a.p. 1109, but afterwards continued it to the
decease of Ralpb, a.p. 1122.

B 2
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country, as respect for the authority of those who have en-
joined on me the undertaking, to fill up the chasm, and to
season the crude materials with Roman art. And that the
work may proceed with greater regularity, I shall cull some-
what from %ede, whom I must often quote, glancing at a few
facts, but omitting more.

' 'The First Book, therefore, contains a succinet account of
the English, from the time of their descent on Britain, till
that of King Egbert, who, after the different Princes had fallen
by various ways, gained the monarchy of almost the whole
island.

But as among the English arose four powerful kingdoms,
that is to say, of Kent, of the West Saxons, of the Northum-
brians, and of the Mercians, of which I purpose severally to
treat if I have leisure ; I shall begin with that which attained
the earliest to maturity, and was also the first to decay.
This I shall do more clearly, if I place the kingdoms of the
East Angles, and of the East Saxons, after the others, as
little meriting either my labours, or the regard of posterity.

The Second Book will contain the chronological series of
the Kings to the coming of the Normans.

The three following Books will be employed upon the
history of thre@ successive kings, with the addition of what-
ever, in their times, happened elsewhere, which, from its
celebrity, may demand a more particular notice. This, then,
is what I purpose, if the Divine favour shall smile on my
undertaking, and carry me safely by those rocks of rugged
diction, on which Elward, in his search after sounding and far-
fetched phrases, so unhappily suffered shipwreck. ¢ Should
any one, however,” to use the poet’s expression,* * peruse this
work with sensible delight,” I deem it necessary to acquaint
him, that I vouch nothing for the truth of long past trans-
actions, but the consonance of the time ; the veracity of the
relation must rest with its authors. Whatever I have re-
corded of later times, I have either myself seen, or heard

‘from credible authority. However, in either part, I pay but

little respect to the judgment of my contemporaries : trust-
ing that I shall gain with posterity, when love and hatred
shall be no more, if not a reputation for eloquence, at least
credit for diligence.

* Virgilii Ecl, VI, v. 10.




THE HISTORY

KINGS OF ENGLAND.

e

BOOK I

CHAPTER I
Of the arrival of the Angles, and of the Kings of Kent. [a.D. 449.]

Ix the year of the incarnation of our Lord 449, Angles and
Saxons first came into Britain ; and although the cause or
their arrival is universally known, it may not be improper
here to subjoin it : and, that the design 0‘? my work may be
the more manifest, to begin even from an earlier period.
That Britain, compelled by Julius Cesar to submit to the
Roman power, was ‘held in high estimation by that people,
may be collected from their history, and be seen also in the
ruins of their ancient buildings. Even their emperors,
sovereigns of almost all the world, eagerly embraced oppor-
tunities of sailing hither, and of spending their days here.
Finally, Severus and Constantius, two of their greatest
princes, died upon the island, and were there interred with
the utmost pomp. The former, to defend this province from
the incursions of the barbarians, built his celebrated and
well-known wall from seato sea. The latter, a man, as they
report, of courteous manners, left Constantine, his son by
Helena, a tender of cattle,* a youth of great promise, his

® Helena'’s origin has been much contested : Gibbon decides that she
was daughter of an innkeeper. The word “ Stabularia,” literally implies
an ostler-wench ; and it has been conjectured that it was applied to her, by
the Jews and Gentiles, on account of her building a church on the spot
where stood the stable in which our Lord was bom.
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heir. Constantine, greeted emperor by the army, led away,
in an expedition destined to the continent, a numerous force
of British soldiers ; by whose exertions, the war succeeding
to his wishes, he gained in a short time the summit of power.
For these veterans, when their toil was over, he founded a
colony on the western coast of Gaul, where, to this day, their
descendants, somewhat degenerate in language and manners
from our own Britons, remain with wonderful increase.*

In succeeding times, in this island, Maximus, & man well-
fitted for command, had he not aspired to power in defiance of
his oath, assumed the purple, as though compelled by the
army, and preparing immediately to pass over into Gaul, he
despoiled the province of almost all its military force. Not
long after also, one Constantine, who had been elected em-
peror on account of his name, drained its whole remaining
warlike strength ; but both being slain, the one by Theodo-
sius, the other by Honorius, they became examples of the
instability of human greatness. Of the forces which had
followed them, part shared the fate of their leaders ; the rest,
after their defeat, fled to the continental Britons. Thus
when the tyrants had left none but half-savages in the
country, and, in the towns, those only who were given up to
luxury, Britain, despoiled of the support of its youthfulf
population, and bereft of every useful art, was for a long time
exposed to the ambition of neighbouring nations.

For immediately, by an excursion of the Scots and Picts,
numbers of the people were slain, villages burnt,} towns de-
stroyed, and everything laid waste by fire and sword. Part
of the harassed islanders, who thought anything more ad-
visable than contending in battle, fled for safety to the moun-
tains ; others, burying their treasures in the earth, many of
which are dug up in our own times, proceeded to Rome to ask
assistance. 'The Romans, touched with pity, and deeming it
above all things important to yield succour to their oppressed
allies, twice lent their aid, and defeated the enemy. But at
length, wearied with the distant voyage, they declined re-
turning in future ; bidding them rather themselves not

* Various ﬁariods have been assigned for the British settlement in
Armorica, or Bretagne ; but the subject is still involved in great obscurity.
t+ Some MSS. read juvenilis, others militaris.
t Some MSS. read suocense.
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degenerate from the martial energy of their ancestors, but
learn to defend their country with spirit, and with armes. -
They accompanied their advice with the plan of a wall, to be
built for their defence ; the mode of keeping watch on the
ramparts ; of sallying out against the enemy, should it be
necessary, together with other duties of military discipline.
After giving these admonitions, they departed, accompanied
by the tears of the miserable inhabitants; and Fortune,
smiling on their departure, restored them to their friends and
country. The Scots, learning the improbability of their re-
turn, immediately began to make fresh and more frequent
irruptions against the Britons ; to level their wall, to kill the
few opponents they met with, and to carry off considerable
booty ; while such as escaped fled to the royal residence,
imploring the protection of their sovereign.

At this time Vortigern was King of Britain ; a man calcu-
Iated neither for the field nor the council, but wholly given
up to the lusts of the flesh, the slave of every vice: a cha-
racter of insatiable avarice, ungovernable pride, and polluted
by his lysts. To complete the picture, as we read in the
History of the Britons, he had defiled his own daughter, who
was lured to the participation of such a crime by the hope of
sharing his kingdom, and she had borne him a son. Regard-
less of his treasures at this dreadful juncture, and wasting
the resources of the kingdom in riotous living, he was awake
only to the blandishments of abandoned women. Roused at
length, however, by the clamours of the people, he summoned
a council, to take the sense of his nobility on the state of
public affairs. To be brief, it was unanimously resolved to
invite over from Germany theé Angles and Saxons, nations

erful in arms, but of a roving life. It was conceived
that this would be a double advantage : for it was thought
that, by their skill in war, these people would easily subdue
their enemies ; and, as they hitherto had no certain habita-
tion, would gladly accept even an unproductive soil, provided
it afforded them a stationary residence. Moreover, that they
could not be suspected of ever entertaining a design against
the country, since the remembrance of this kindness would
soften their native ferocity. This counsel was adopted, and
ambassadors, men of rank, and worthy to represent the
country, were sent into Germany.
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The Germans, hearing that voluntarily offered, which
- they had long anxiously desired, readily obeyed the invita-
tion ; their joy quickening their haste. Bidding adieu,
therefore, to their native fields and the ties of kindred, they
spread their sails to Fortune, and, with a favouring breeze,
arrived in Britain in three of those long vessels which they
call “geols.”® At this and other times came over 8 mixed
multitude from three of the (German nations ; that is to say,
the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes. For almost all the country
lying to the north of the British ocean, though divided into
meny provinces, is justly denominated Germany, from its
germinating so many men. And as the prunsr cuts off the
more luxuriant branches of the tree to impart a livelier
vigour to the remainder, so the inhabitants of this co

assist their common parent by the expulsion of a part of
their msembers, lest she should perish by giving sustenance
to too numerous an offspring ; but in order to obviate dis-
content, they cast lots who shall be compelled to migrate.
Hence the men of this country have made a virtne of
necessity, and, when driven from their native soil, they have
gained foreign settlements by force of arms. The Vandals,
for instance, who formerly over-ran Africa ; the Goths, who
made themselves. masters of Spain; the Lombards, who, even
at the present time, are settled in Italy ; and the Normans,
who have given their own name to that part of Gaul which
they subdued. From Germany, then, there first came into
Britain, an inconsiderable number indeed, but well able to
make up for their paucity by their courage. These were
under the conduct of Hengist and Horsa, two brothers of
suitable disposition, and of noble race in their own country.
They were great-grandsons of the celebrated Woden, from
whom almost all the royal families of these barbarous nations
deduce their origin ; and to whom the nations of the Angles,
fondly deifying him, have consecrated by immemorial super-
stition the fourth day of the week, as they have the sixth to
his wife Frea. Bede has related in what particular parts of

® These are supposed to be long vessels, somewhat like galleys, and it
would appear, as we!l from Brompton, col. 897, as from 80 amall a number
containing a body equal to a military enterprise like that deacribed here and
in other places, that they vere of considerable burden.
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Britain, the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes,® fixed their habita-
tions : my design, however, is not to dilate, though there
may be abundance of materials for the purpase, but to toue
only on what is n .
. The Angles were eagerly met on all sides upon their
arrival : from the king they received thanks, from the people
expressions of good-will. Faith was plighted on either side,
and the Isle of Thanet appropriated for their residence. It
was agreed, moreover, that they should exert their prowess
in arms for the service of the country; and, in retum,
receive a sujtable reward from the people for whose safety
they underwent such painful labours. Ere long, the Scots
advanced, as usual, secure, as they supposed, of a great booty
with very little difficnlty. However, the Angles assailed
them, and scarcely had they engaged, before they were put to
flight, whilst the cavalry pursued and destroyed the fugitives.
Contests of this kind were frequent, and victory constantly
siding with the Angles, as is customary in human affairs,
while success inflamed the courage of one party, and dread
increased the cowardice of the other, the Scots in the end
avoided nothing so cautiously as an engagement with them.
In the meantime, Hengist, not less keen in perception
than ardent in the fleld, with consent of Vortigern, sends
back some of his followers to his own country, with the
secret purpose, however, of representing the indolence of the
king and people, the opulence of the island, and the prospect
of advantage to new adventurers. Having executed their
commission adroitly, in a short time they return with sixteen
ships, bringing with them the daughter of Hengist; a
maiden, as we have heard, who might justly be called the
master-piece of nature and the admiration of mankind. At
an entertainment, provided for them on their return, Hen-
gist commanded his daughter to assume the office of cup-
bearer, that she might gratify the eyes of the king as he sat
at table. Nor was the design unsuccessful : for he, ever
eager after female beauty, deeply smitten with the graceful-

* Bede i. 15. The people of Kent and of the Isle of Wight were Jutes ;
the East, South; and West Saxons, were Saxons ; and of the Angles came
the East-Angles, Mid-Angles, Mercians, and Northumbrians. For the
limits of the several kingdoms of the Heptarchy, see Chap. VI. The
Cottonian MS. (Claud. ix.) reads, Wichiis,
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ness of her form and the elegance of her motion, instantly
conceived a vehement desire for the possession of her person,
and immediately proposed marriage to her father ; urging
him to a measure to which he was already well inclined.
Hengist, at first, kept up the artifice by a refusal ; stating,
that so humble a connection was unworthy of a king : but,
at last, appearing to consent with reluctance, he gave way to
his importunities, and accepted, as a reward, the whole of
Kent, where all justice had long since declined under the
administration of its Gourong (or Viceroy), who, like the
other princes of the island, was subject to the monarchy of
Vortigern. Not satisfied with this liberality, but abusing
the imprudence of the king, the barbarian persuaded him to
send for his son and brother, men of warlike talents, from
Germany, pretending, that he would defend the province on
the east, while they might curb the Scots on the northern
frontier. The king assenting, they sailed round Britain, and
arriving at the Orkney Isles, the inhabitants of which they
involved in the same calamity with the Picts and Scots, at
this and after times, they finally settled in the northern part
of the island, now called Northumbria. Still no one there
assumed the royal title or insignia till the time of Ida, from
whom sprang the regal line of the Northumbrians ; but of
this hereafter. We will now return to the present subject.
Vortimer, the son of Vortigern, thinking it unnecessary
longer to dissemble that he saw himself and his Britons cir-
cumvented by the craft of the Angles, turned his thoughts
to their expulsion, and stimulated his father to the same
attempt. At his suggestion, the truce was broken seven
years after their arrival ; and during the ensuing twenty,
they frequently fought partial battles,* and, as the chronicle
relates, four general actions. From the first conflict they
on equal terms: one party lamenting the loss of
Horsa, the brother of Hengist ; the other, that of Katigis,
another of Vortigern’s sons. The Angles, having the ad-
vantage in all the succeeding encounters, peace was con-
cluded ; Vortimer, who had been the instigator of the war,

® At Aylesford, a.p. 455 ; at Crayford, 457 ; at Wippedsfieet (supposed,
but very doubtful, Ebbefleet, in Thanet), 465 ; and the fourth, a.n. 473,
the place not mentioned. See Saxon Chronicle, 4.p. 465.
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and differed far from the indalence of his father, perished
Y, or he would have governed the kingdom in a

noble manner, had God permitted. When he died, the
British strength decayed, and all hope fled from them ; and
they would soon have perished altogether, had not Ambro-
sius, the sole survivor of the Romans, who became monarch
after Vortigern, quelled the presumptuous barbarians by the
powerful aid of warlike Arthur. It is of this Arthur that
the Britons fondly tell so many fables, even to the present
day ; a man worthy to be celebrated, not by idle fictions, but
by authentic history. He long upheld the sinking state, and
roused the broken spirit of his countrymen to war. Finally,
at the siege of Mount Badon,* relying on an image of :the
Virgin, which he had affixed to his armour, he engaged nine
hundred of the enemy, single-handed, and dispersed them
with incredible slaughter. On the other side, the Angles,
after various revolutions of fortune, filled up their thinned
battalions with fresh supplies of their countrymen ; rushed
with greater courage to the conflict, and extended themselves
by degrees, as the natives retreated, over the whole island :
for the counsels of God, in whose hand is every change of
empire, did not oppose their career. But this was effected
in process of time ; for while Vortigern lived, no new at-
tempt was made against them. About this time, Hengist,
from that bad quality of the human heart, which grasps after
more in propomon to what it already possesses, by a pre-
concerted piece of deception, invited his son-in-law, with
three hnndred of his followers, to an entertainment ; and
when, by more than usual compotations, he had excited ‘them
to clamour, he began, purposely, to taunt them severally, with
sarcastie raillery: this had the desired effect, of making them
first quarrel, and then come to blows. Thus the Britons
were basely murdered to & man, and breathed their last amid
their cups. The king himself, made captive, purchased
his liberty at the price of three provinces. After this,
Hengist died, in the thirty-ninth year after his arrival; he

® Said to be Bannesdown, near Bath. Giraldus Cambrensis says, the

age of the Virgin was fixed on theinside of Arthur’s shield, that he might

km it in battle. Bede erroneously ascribes this event to a.n. 498. (Bede 3
Ecclesiastical History, b. i. c. 6.) ,
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was & man, who urging his sucocess not less by artifice than
courage, and giving free scope to his matural ferocity, pre-
ferred effecting his purpose rather by cruelty than by
kindness. He left a son named Eisc;* who, more intent
on defending, than enlarging, his dominions, never exceeded
the paternal bounds. At the expiration of twenty-four

he had for his successors, his son Otha, and Otha's son, Er-
menric, who, in their manners, resembled him, rather than
their grandfather-and great grandfather. To the times of
both, the Chronicles assign fifty-three years; but whether
they reigned singly, or together, does not appear.

After them Ethelbert, the son of Ermenio, reigned fifty-
three years according to the Chronicle; but fifty-six acocord-
ing to Bede. The reader must determine how this difference
is to be accounted for; as I think it sufficient to have apprized
him of it, I shall let the matter rest.} In the infancy of his
reign, he was such an object of contempt to the neighbouring
kings, that, defeated in two battles, he could scarcely defend
his frontier ; afterwards, however, when to his riper years he
had added a more perfect knowledge of war, he quickly, by
successive victories, subjugated every kingdom of the Angles,
with the exception of the Northumbrians. And, in order to
obtain foreign connections, he entered into affinity with the
king of France, by marrying his daughter Bertha. And
now by this connection with the Franks, the nation, hitherto
savage and wedded to its own customs, began daily to divest
itself of its rustic propensities and incline to gentler manners.
To this was added the very exemplary life of bishop Luid-
hard, who had come over with the queen, by which, though
silently, he allured the king to the knowledge of Christ our
Lord. Hence it arose, that his mind, already softened, easily
yielded to the preaching of the blessed Augustine; and he
was the first of all his race who renounced the errors of
paganism, that he might obscure, by the glory of his faith,

® According to Sprott, Hengist diq in 488, and was succeeded by his
son Octa, vel Osca. Osca died o.n£408, and Esc, his son, ascended the
throne, In the year 522 Ermenric, the father of king Ethelbert, reigned.
Ethelbert became king of Kent in 558.

+ The difference seems to have arisen from carelessness in the scribe; as
the Saxon Chronicle states him to have ascended the throne a.p. 560, and

to have died 616: which is exactly fifty-six years, although it asserts him to
Lave reigned only 53.
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those whom he surpassed in power. This, indeed, is spotless
nobility ; this, exalted virtue; to excel in worth those whom
you exceed in rank. Besides, extending his care to pose-
terity, he enacted laws, in his native tongue, in which he
appointed rewards for the meritorious, and opposed severer
restraints to the abandoned, leaving nothing doubtful for the
future.® .

Ethelbert died in the twenty-first year after he bad em-
braced the Christian faith, leaving the diadem to his son
Edbald. As soon as he was freed from the restraints of
paternal awe, he rejected Christianity, and overcame the
virtue of his stepmother.} But the severity of the divine
mercy opposed a barrier to his utter destruction: for the
princes, whom his father had subjugated, immediately re-
belled, he lost a part of his dominions, and was perpetually
haunted by an evil spirit, whereby he paid the penalty of
his unbelief. Laurentius, the successor of Augustine, was
offended at these transactions, and after having sent away
his companions, was meditating his own departure from the
country, but having received chastisement from God, he was
induced to change his resolution.f The king conversing with
him on the subject, and finding his assertions confirmed by
his stripes, became easily converted, accepted the grace of
Christianity, and broke off his incestuous intercourse. But,
that posterity might be impressed with the singular punish-
ment due to apostacy, it was with difficulty he could main-
tain his hereditary dominions, much less rival the eminence
of his father. For the remainder of his life, his faith was
sound, and he did nothing to sully his reputation. The
monastery also, which his father had founded without the
walls of Canterbury,§ he ennobled with large estates, and
sumptuous presents. The praises and merits of both these
men ought ever to be proclaimed, and had in honour by the
English ; because they allowed the Christian faith to acquire

* See Wilkins’s “ Leges Anglo-Saxonice,” and the Textus Roffensis,

# The name of the second queen of Ethelbert is not mentioned, pro-
bably on aecount of this incest.

1 St. Peter, it is said, appeared to Laurentius at night, and reproaching
him for his cowardice, severely chastised bim with a scourge; the marks of
which had the effect here mentioned the next day. Bedeii. 6. According
to Sprott, St. Laurentius became archbishop of Canterbury, a.n. 610.

¢ St. Augustine’s, Canterbury, completed, according to Sprott, a.n. 663.
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strength, in- England, by patient listening and willingness to
believe. Who can contemplate, without satlsfactlon, the just
and amisble answer which Bede makes king Ethelbert to
have given to the first preaching of Augustine? “ That he
could not, thus early, embrace a new doctrine and leave the
accustomed worship of his country; but that, nevertheless,
persons who had undertaken so long a journey for the pur-
pose of kindly communicating to the Angles what they
deemed an inestimable benefit, far from meeting with ill-
treatmment, ought rather to be allowed full hberty to preach,
and also to receive the amplest maintenance.” He fully kept
his promise ; and at length the truth of Christianity becom-
ing apparent by degrees, himself and all his subjects were
admitted into the number of the faithful. And what did the
other? Though led away at first, more by the lusts of the
flesh than perverseness of heart, yet he paid respect to the
virtuous conduct of the prelates, although he neglected their
faith; and lastly, as I have related, was easily converted
through the sufferings of Laurentius, and became of infinite
service to the propagation of Christianity. Both, then, were
laudable : both deserved high encomiums ; for the good work,
sothnobly begun by the one, was as kindly fostered by the
other

To him, after a reign of twenty-four years, succeeded
Erconbert, his son, by Emma, daughter of the king of
France. He reigned an equal number of years with his
father, but under happier auspices; alike remarkable for
piety towards God, and love to his country. For his grand-
father, and father, indeed, adopted our faith, but neglected to
destroy their idols; whilst he, thinking it derogatory to his
royal zeal not to take the readiest mode of annihilating openly
what they only secretly condemned, levelled every temple of
their gods to the ground, that not a trace of their
might be handed down to posterity. This was nobly done:
for the mass of the people would be reminded of their super-
stition, so long as they could see the altars of their deities.
In order, also, that he might teach his subjects, who were
too much given to sensual indulgence, to accustom them-
selves to temperance, he enjoined the solemn fast of Lent
to be observed throughout his dominions. This was an
extraordinary act for the king to attempt in those times:
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but he was a man whom no blandishments of luxury could -
enervate ; no anxiety for power seduce from the worship of
God. Wherefore he was protected by the favour of the
Almighty ; every thing, at home and abroad, succeeded to
his wishes, and he grew old in uninterrupted tranquillity.
His daughter Ercongotha, a child worthy of such a parent,
aid emulating her father in virtuous qualities, became a
shining light in the monastery of Kalas in Gaul.*

His son Egbert, retaining his father’s throne for nine
years, did nothing memorable in so short a reign; unless
indeed it be ascribed to the glory of this period, that Theo-
doret the archbishop, and Adrian the abbat, two consummate
scholars, came into England in his reign. Were not the sub-
Ject already trite, I should willingly record what light they
shed upon the Britons; how on one side the Greeks, and on
the other the Latins, emulously contributed their knowledge
to the public stock, and made this island, once the nurse of
tyrants, the constant residence of philosophy: but this and
every other merit of the times of Egbert is clouded by his
horrid crime, of either destroying, or permitting to be de-
stroyed, Elbert and Egelbright, his nephews.}

To Egbert succeeded his brother Lothere, who began his
reign with unpropitious omens. For he was harassed during
eleven years by Edric, the son of Egbert, and engaged in
many civil conflicts which terminated with various success,
until he was ultimately pierced through the body with a dart,
and died while they were applying remedies to the wound.
Some say, that both the brothers perished by a premature
death as a just return for their cruelty ; because Egbert, as
I have related, murdered the innocent children of his uncle;
and Lothere ridiculed the notion of holding them up as
martyrs : although the former had lamented the action, and
had granted a part of the Isle of Thanet to the mother of
his nephews, for the purpose of building a monastery.

# Chelles, near Paris,

+ Theodore, archbishop of Canterbury, was a native of Tarsus in Cilicia,
and a prelate of great learning; but it being apprehended by Pope Vitalian
that he might rather incline to the doctrines of the Greek Church, Adrian
was seat with him, as a kind of superintendent, and was appointed abbat
of 8t. Augustine’s.

$ See book ii. chap. 13, “ but this and every other,” &c. Some editions
omit this passage altogether,














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































